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Vsually challenged
trainee judge gets
an inclusive campus

Thanya Nathan C., Kerala's first visually challenged trainee judge, at
the Kerala Judicial Academy on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT

KOCHI

Hostel room number 110
on the ground floor of the
Kerala Judicial Academy at
Athani in Ernakulam has
been spruced up for a new
occupant.

Two stainless steel grab
bars have been fixed along
the wall of the room to
guide Thanya Nathan C.,
the first visually challenged
trainee judge in the district
judiciary of Kerala, who
checked into the hostel on
Sunday, from the door to
the bed. The bathroom has
been modified to cater to
the needs of its occupant.
Ms. Nathan will be accom-
panied by her mother, C.H.
Babitha, with permission
from the academy which
will be covering the ex-
penses.

The academy premises
have been modified to en-
sure unobstructed move-
ment for Ms. Nathan with
newly built ramps and tac-
tile paving to guide her
along the path. A walkway
encircling the courtyard
with a fully grown flower-
ing tree has been secured
with chains to prevent any
accidental fall.

“I need a companion to
move outside the room,
though I quickly get accus-

tomed to the interiors of
the rooms where I am stay-
ing. It is for the first time
that I am staying in a hostel
room,” Ms. Nathan said.

While service of a wo-
man attendant will be
made available for Ms.
Nathan, her fellow trainees
will be put on a weekly ro-
tation to help her complete
her academic work. It will
be a learning opportunity
for other trainees, said
K.N. Sujith, Director of the
academy.

Ms. Nathan may miss
the “walk the talk” pro-
gramme where the trai-
nees take a stroll along the
campus with senior judg-
es. However, plans are

afoot to set up the required
facilities for the
programme.

Some of the proposals
to make the campus fully
inclusive, which had to be
put on hold during the As-
sembly election, will be re-
vived once the Model Code
of Conduct is lifted. Pur-
chasing of software for trai-
nees with special needs is
in the pipeline, Mr. Sujith
added.

The year-long training
programme for Ms. Nathan
and her fellow trainees will
commence on Monday
with an induction ceremo-
nyatllam.

27A. Visually challenged trainee judge gets
an inclusive campus

gfeaTfare wilra] =aramefier #r gamaed aRE
A

e Visually challenged trainee judge gets an
inclusive campus.

giSeaferd giRre] samameier s wHAmaed aRE< Fer|

e Hostel room number 110 on the ground floor of
the Kerala Judicial Academy at Athani in Ernakulam
has been spruced up for a new occupant.

TATH A & ST U HeT w a1 et & 87cTel I
BIEC ST HE&AT 110 &Y 70 e & fow IR forar arar
gl

e Two stainless steel grab bars have been fixed
along the wall of the room to guide Thanya Nathan C.,
the first visually challenged trainee judge in the district
judiciary of Kerala, who checked into the hostel on
Sunday, from the door to the bed.

HFR AT GIAR & 1Y &F TTold T 3T qR 9T 1T &
e arear sttt Y., St el hr Torelr =argaTfelehr T ggelr
gieaTfRa wfe] samamedier § 3R Iaar =t giece ¥ 31,
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Images that eloquently told the
story of India in light and shade

The story of Raghu Rai, who passed away on Sunday, is intricately linked with that of the country; from capturing the stately

presence of Indira Gandhi to documenting the Bhopal gas tragedy, his photographs have frozen moments of history

Ziya Us Salam

anguage may be
L used to obfuscate

the truth. An image
never lies. Raghu Rai’s
countless images often
with their quiet optimism
and occasionally brooding
pessimism, never did. A
testimony to a country as
much at ease with the gen-
tle religiosity of the eternal
refugee, the Dalai Lama,
and the endlessly healing
Mother Teresa as with the
silent eloquence of a frame
of a Satyajit Ray film or the
stately presence of Indira
Gandhi captured in a
frame sitting in her office,
signing some papers even
as her Ministers, all men,
stand around her.

Then there were time-
less frames of a blind Mus-
lim beggar finding his way
leaning on the shoulder of
a Hindu girl with mental
disabilities and another
one of a chaiwala preca-
riously perched at the gate
of a moving train with his
tray, cups and saucers.

For the record, Rai, who
passed away at the age of
83 on Sunday, after battling
cancer for two years, was a
print photographer whose
association with the States-

man, beginning 1966, has
been recounted almost as
often as his images have
been debated before being
embraced. He worked for
Sunday and India Today
too, but, essentially, he
was his own man, doing
his own thing. In his own
fashion, documenting the
times he lived in.

Rai’s story is intricately
linked with that of India.
Without either, the story
would be incomplete. In
the lap of the Himalayas,
Rai found peace at the feet
of the Dalai Lama. On one
occasion, he had gone to
capture the face of sereni-
ty. Two monks flanked a
little maroon sheet, as Rai
prepared for the shoot.
Then came the Dalai Lama
and in the humility which
was always his companion,
he asked Rai, “Where do
you want me to stand?” A
little later, Rai’s photo
spoke as precisely, the in-
terplay of light and sha-
dow, the intensity of the
purpose being balanced
with the gentleness of
nature.

Rai followed the Ganga
trail; capturing its beauty,
its religiosity with such
depth as to make infinity
intelligible. Much the same

RAGHU RAI (1942-2026)

he did with the Yamuna,
and Delhi, the city which
draws its lifeline from the
Yamuna. He lent a magical
touch to Khushwant
Singh’s Delhi: A Portrait
and quietly reiterated that
a good picture is better
than a thousand words,
even if the words were of
the irrepressible Singh.
With his lens, Delhi’s trees
spoke, its monuments
communicated.

He found peace by the
ghats of the Ganga in Bana-
ras. A Hindu saint with
long, knotted hair evoked
as much awe as spirituality
for him. The way his lens
captured the pacific waters
one didn’t need a story. He

was to immortalise it for
posterity with the book,
Varanasi: Portrait of a Civil-
isation, one of the nearly
20 books he penned and
photographed for. Further
down the Ganga trail, he
followed Mother Teresa to
Kolkata. His image of the
Mother, bent over a stick,
her eyes aglow with hope
lent grace and spirituality
to the moment.

‘Meeting god’

He was born in 1942, the
year of Quit India; his pa-
rents quit the newly creat-
ed Pakistan soon after Par-
tition. The Padma Shri
awardee’s  photographs
were many things to a mil-

lion people. For Rai, they
were life. As he once told
this correspondent, “With-
out my camera, I am noth-
ing. Indeed, without a me-
mory a human being is like
aripple in the river, when
and where it starts, where
it ends, nobody knows. For
me, photography started
as a bid to freeze
memories.”

He was a protégé of
Henri Cartier-Bresson,
who nominated Rai, then
an upcoming photojour-
nalist, to join Magnum
Photos in 1977. He was to
go on to raise photo jour-
nalism to an art, holding
retrospectives in New Del-
hi and London besides ex-
hibitions in the U.S., Fin-
land, Australia, Hong
Kong, and the Nether-
lands. Wherever people
could read and see, Rai’s
work was admired. Most
notably Bhopal after the
gas tragedy in 1984. He was
generous to the talented,
appreciative of the skilful,
and impatient of delays
and dilettantes. Under-
standable for someone so
blessed, so devoted that
his art itself became a form
of worship.

“I meet my god through
my camera,” he once said.

Images that eloquently told the story of India in light and shade

et et ety et 3k BT # A Y et a B

The story of Raghu Rai, who passed away on Sunday, is intricately linked with that of the

country.

TG T 1 Fglelt, fetent A a1 freret g ara, e‘&rﬁrm?ﬁﬁmré@aﬁgé%l

From capturing the stately presence of Indira Gandhi to documenting the Bhopal gas
tragedy, his photographs have frozen moments of history.

FTeRT ameft T aTRARAT 3ulEufa 1 Shg F & SRt HiaTer 3 TTHET FT ST el
3oTohT TEART o g o &70Tr ahr [EeR Y fem|
Language may be used to obfuscate the truth.

TST T 3T I T FIUT & ToIT fomam ST FehaT &1
An image never lies.

Teh TEIR el 378 oTet siefel |

Raghu Rai’s countless images, often with their quiet optimism and occasionally brooding
pessimism, never did.

TG I T HARNAT TR, THTH 37eFER ATt 31TRITare; AT Hell-ell g fARTem sterhcl &, sl

S10 el Stecit|

A testimony to a country as much at ease with the gentle religiosity of the eternal refugee, the
Dalai Lama, and the endlessly healing Mother Teresa.
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As with the silent eloquence of a frame of a Satyajit Ray film or the stately presence of Indira
Gandhi captured in a frame sitting in her office.

S GegSiid Y 6T fhea o theT T FleT 31fAcaiea a1 379e FrATerg 7 ST sfer anefy v
IRFAAR BT

Signing some papers even as her Ministers, all men, stand around her.
TE HIITSI IR GEATER X TG & STaifeh Soteh T #7101, St g2 €, 3e7eh 3mqard @3 €

Then there were timeless frames of a blind Muslim beggar finding his way leaning on the
shoulder of a Hindu girl with mental disabilities.

T Teh 37er ATET TRGRY T Hrellcdled dEdR At St AAlS & § [aeheriT g Tsehr & HY i
TERT o TET &E T 8

And another one of a chaiwala precariously perched at the gate of a moving train with his
tray, cups and saucers.

3R T 31T aEdR TS0 T ATAATelT Telall ¢l o eXdTol IR 39T ¢, T IR ddRar & aryg
Aol ST V&

For the record, Rai, who passed away at the age of 83 on Sunday, after battling cancer for
two years.

ReTS & 3TN, 83 T ¥ 31 H FAIR Y &Y el eh AT A ofsel & STe; TG T T 7T 31|
Was a print photographer whose association with The Statesman, beginning 1966, has been
recounted almost as often as his images have been debated before being embraced.

e e BIEITAY & TieTeht 1966 & & FEETHA o HTY S[STd Sclell &1 Tl T@T ToTclall Sefehr
TEN|
‘I meet my god through my camera,” he once said.

3ogleY ahgT T, ‘ﬁmﬁma;mmﬁmmﬁmél”

“I am partial to the wide angle,” he once told me, “because even when | photograph a
person, | want the atmosphere, the surrounding, the simultaneity of moments.”

Iegiel shel AT, “H aTg8 UITel b UETLR §, Fifeh of # fopelt caferct & TEdR T g, ot & 3@t
TRERT, AT 37 70T T Teh A gledT ATeelT § 1"
The darkroom, in his hands, was less a process and more a mythos.

3oToh GTAT H STHTH Teh UThaT 5181, STedh Ueh fHYH ST 2|
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Kwizera blazes to TCS World
10K Bengaluru record

= " ———
That winning feeling: Kwizera claims the international men’s category. Also taking top spot are
Niyonkuru (international women), Harmanjot and Sanjivni (Indian men and women). SUDHAKARA JAIN

ATHLETICS

BENGALURU

Rodrigue Kwizera blitzed
through the field to set a
new men’s event record at
the TCS World 10K Benga-
luru 2026 here on Sunday.

Kwizera stepped on the
pedal in the final stretch to
finish with a timing of
27:31s, well under the pre-
vious mark of 27:38 set by
Nicholas Kipkorir Kimeli in
2022

Kwizera, who missed
the top spot to Kenya’s Se-
bastian Sawe in a photo fin-
ish here three years ago,
won $34,000 (including
the event record bonus of
$8,000).

Acceleration
The Burundi runner accel-
erated at the 8km mark —
after passing the M. Chin-
naswamy Stadium — to pull
away from his rivals.
Kwizera kept a high
pace in the long straight
finish on Cubbon Road to
eclipse Kimeli’s record.
“The challenge was the

Sawe becomes first man to run a

heat. I have been training
in Spain, where it is much
cooler this time of the year.
Today, I told myself that I
will push at the 5K mark,
and again in the final kilo-
metre.

“I wanted to go for the
event record; I am glad 1
did it,” Kwizera said.

Stiff challenge

Rwanda’s Florence Niyon-
kuru overcame a stiff chal-
lenge from favourite Bren-
da Jepchirchir to claim the
international women’s tit-
le.

At the 7km stage, it was
Florence, Brenda, Ethio-
pian Melal Biratu and Ke-
nya’s Judy Chepaskwony
who formed the leader
pack.

Florence took over in
the last right turn, at the
Cubbon Park metro sta-
tion.

Now on her own, Flo-
rence eased off and missed
the event record (30:35,
Irene Cheptai, 2022) by ten
seconds.

The Rwanda athlete
took home $26,000.

Harmanjot Singh and
Sanjivani Jadhav recorded

the best timings among In-
dian men and women res-
pectively.

Harmanjot clocked
29:13, falling short of the
Indian record by just one
second.

“I had the event record
in mind. I tried to stay with
the international elite pack
as far as I could, which was
till 5K. After that, I decided
to rely on my own judge-
ment,” Harmanjot said.

Sanjivani, the 2017
Asian Championships
5,000m bronze medallist,
took top Indian honours
here for a third time in a
row.

Harmanjot and Sanjiva-
ni won %3,00,000 and
2,75,000 respectively.

The results:

International: Men: 1. Rodrigue
Kwizera (Burundi) 27:31; 2.
Harbert Kibet (Uganda) 27:39; 3.
Gilbert Kipkosgei Kiprotich
(Kenya) 27:43s.

Women: 1. Florence Niyonkuru
(Rwanda) 30:45; 2. Brenda
Jepchirchir (Kenya) 30:59; 3.
Chaltu Dida Diriba (Ethiopia)
31:03.

Indian (winners only):

Men: Harmanjot Singh 29:13.
Women: Sanjivani Jadhav 35:01.

27A. Kwizera blazes to TCS World 10K Bengaluru
record

fFa9w & TCS 938 10K derere 7 Rep1s qaran

e Rodrigue Kwizera blitzed through the field to set a new
men’s event record at the TCS World 10K Bengaluru 2026 here on
Sunday.

AT FFaar =¥ IFAaR 1 TeT IR TCS T 10K FTe% 2026 F
&1 T 77T RepiS Telled o T HeTet # AR Feiet fhar|

o Kwizera stepped on the pedal in the final stretch to finish
with a timing of 27:31s, well under the previous mark of 27:38 set by
Nicholas Kipkorir Kimeli in 2022.

raoiT o 3ifa# oor 7 a1fa 9e18 31K 27:31 ¥ & T7T & YT
fsfarer foRam, S 2022 A fAFed fFaRRY frael garT g=T It
27:38 & Moo Repls & FIhr sgak g

e Kwizera, who missed the top spot to Kenya’s Sebastian
Sawe in a photo finish here three years ago, won $34,000 (including
the event record bonus of $8,000).

e, St fisT A1er Uger JgT et fpfaer & dedar & Jaffeaa @ o
MY TUTT Feh 37T A, A $34,000 (FHEH $8,000 T ReblS SleTdt QAT
g) S|

27A. Sawe becomes first man to run a
marathon under two hours

marathon under two hours

LONDON

Kenya’s Sabastian Sawe be-
came the first man to run a
marathon in under two
hours when he won the
London Marathon in one
hour, 59m and 30seconds
on Sunday.

The 3l-year-old shat-
tered the world record
held by the late Kelvin Kip-
tum who set a time of
2:00:35 at the Chicago Ma-
rathon in October 2023.

Yomif Kejelcha of Ethio-
pia was second in his debut
with 1:59.41, while Jacob Ki-
plimo of Uganda took
bronze in 2:02.28.

Tigst Assefa of Ethiopia

Blistering runs: Sawe and Assefa produced the best-ever times
while winning the London Marathon. AFP

broke her own women’s
only world record en route
to victory. The 29-year-old
pulled away from Kenyans
Hellen Obiri and Joyciline
Jepkosgei down the home
stretch to cross the finish

line in 2:15.41 seconds,
beating the record of
2:15.50 she set last year in
London.

Obiri was second in
2:15.53, while Jepkosgei
took the bronze in 2:15.55.

A &1 §¢ F FH & AVYA glza arer uge g d
T

¢ Kenya’s Sabastian Sawe became the first man
to run a marathon in under two hours when he won the
London Marathon in one hour, 59m and 30 seconds
on Sunday.

T F YA A1 ITAAR FT dgeT FATYA SHaH Th
eT 59 fAeTe 30 @53 # AT T i dTel Tl S ehel
|

e The 31-year-old shattered the world record held

by the late Kelvin Kiptum who set a time of 2:00:35 at the Chicago Marathon in October

2023.

31 gt @rd & federa Hfeas frega & fava Repis 1 dts T2, foiwgler 3rerga 2023 #F farswma

FRIUST F 2:00: 35 T AT TATAT AT

Yomif Kejelcha of Ethiopia was second in his debut with 1:59.41, while Jacob Kiplimo of
Uganda took bronze in 2:02.28.

STAANTOTT & ARG FSeaT 301 367 F 1:59.41 & HHY & WY GFR TUTT TR I8, STelfeh FIMST
& St fRfCTAY &Y 2:02.28 & T HIET Ueeh STl

Tigst Assefa of Ethiopia broke her own women’s-only world record en route to victory.

sfArnforaT 6 feaee 3T ¥ Sfic i 3R sed §U 37911 & Afgen favd Reprs s feam
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GS Paper 1: History

27 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

27A

How did the Neanderthals go extinct?

(FresTae 3 faeed gu?)

27A | QUIZ

Neanderthal mystery
GS I: History |

Q: How did the
Neanderthals go
extinct?
A: Pursuing the mystery
of how the Neanderthals
went extinct, researchers
from the Universities of
Cambridge and of Montreal have now
asserted that climate change was not
the primary reason. Instead, they have
reported that Homo sapiens succeeded
because of their better social
connectivity whereas the Neanderthals’
populations suffered the effects of poor
social connections.

The findings, published on April 1
Quaternary Science Reviews, were based
on habitat suitability modelling: using
algorithms to estimate where ancient
humans might have preferred to live
based on simulations of the climate over
60,000 years.

Based on these simulations, the team
said that both species maintained “core”
regions in Spain and Italy, among other
areas, that should have provided shelter
and protection as the populations
negotiated Marine Isotope Stage 3 — a
time when the earth was cold even as its
climate oscillated rapidly.

The researchers also said that these
two groups rarely crossed paths: based
on their estimated maps, the researchers
said the species’ ranges overlapped by
less than 5% — a figure they said
weakened the theory of “competitive

Scientist Svante Paabo poses with a replica of a
Neanderthal skeleton on October 3, 2022. AP

exclusion”, which claims that
Neanderthals went extinct because H.
sapiens outcompeted them for
resources.

If the new findings are to be believed,
Neanderthal groups in Eastern Europe
were too isolated to survive
demographic pressures, while H. sapiens
benefited from superior networks along
coastal migration routes. Ultimately, the
paper concluded, the process in which H.
sapiens replaced Neanderthals was
“regionally differentiated”, meaning it
happened for different reasons in
different locations.

~N

A4
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

27A. How did the Neanderthals go extinct?
(ﬁﬁwwﬁﬁsﬁrgw)

e A: Pursuing the mystery of how the
Neanderthals went extinct, researchers from the
Universities of Cambridge and of Montreal have now
asserted that climate change was not the primary
reason.

3: frdstye & faefed gl & e a?rmwaﬂﬁgm

HFaa 3t Alfecaa Rreafagamaal & rusdisi o 3T
Ig g1ar fona & o Srerarg aRacder saer 7T HROT =g
UT|

e Instead, they have reported that Homo sapiens
succeeded because of their better social connectivity
whereas the Neanderthals’ populations suffered the
effects of poor social connections.

% §o11d, 3egiel ST Toh g1AT ATAT=T 37911 SgaX
HIAITSI T 47T & HRUT Tl §U, STl foTusTerel
ﬁmwmﬁa‘ﬁ%wwﬁagl

e The findings, published on April 1 in Quaternary Science Reviews, were based on habitat
suitability modelling: using algorithms to estimate where ancient humans might have
preferred to live based on simulations of the climate over 60,000 years.

2 forsehd 1 ariier A1 FaTeeIt A Reget 7 ThIfRId g0, S JiTara sugFdar Asferer
3R &: SHH TeINREH T STAT F:Xeh g HeTHIA ST 1T fohs ATehd AT 60,000 asf&
STerdTyg FAFCIRIE o 3R U &gl o1l THe hic g9 |

e Based on these simulations, the team said that both species maintained “core” regions in
Spain and Italy, among other areas, that should have provided shelter and protection as the

populations negotiated Marine Isotope Stage 3 — a time when the earth was cold even as
its climate oscillated rapidly.

o1 TR & TR W1, & o et foh 2l gonfoaat o ¥ 3R geelt afed 3 &=t 7 “Feg”
&1 T T, ST AT IMSANT T 3 o SRTT A 3R GR&T YTl d el — g a8 FHT
T STa Gt 331 o, wifehet STerarg dsh & srerer W@ |

e The researchers also said that these two groups rarely crossed paths: based on their
estimated maps, the researchers said the species’ ranges overlapped by less than 5% — a
figure they said weakened the theory of “competitive exclusion”, which claims that
Neanderthals went extinct because H. sapiens outcompeted them for resources.

LMereR i3l o Tg o et foh A et Fagg e € el Ueh-gE W fAer: 3oteh ATl AT &
THR, 3o FoTTTeral T TR 817 50 § off &t 3T el AT — g HichsT “sfareaeiicns
TRSHIOT AT T FHR PAT &, I T ST AT & foh AUsTrer sHfAT faeqed gu F#if
A ARTTw F FaTEEt & fv 3¢ goTs

o |fthe new findings are to be believed, Neanderthal groups in Eastern Europe were too
isolated to survive demographic pressures, while H. sapiens benefited from superior
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networks along coastal migration routes.

I 37 AT forsart oX fareara fram s1re, & qdff a3 # sty wag Sewear gamat 1 A
e & ToIT SE T 3178eh 3HeeT-21eraT 2, STifeh 1A ART=H 1 T JaraeT AW o Y TgcX
Sicadh &1 o e

Ultimately, the paper concluded, the process in which H. sapiens replaced Neanderthals
was “regionally differentiated”, meaning it happened for different reasons in different
locations.

3da:, e 97 A forsens fepren for fore ufshar 7 gt @ @ fAvsvyre &1 vure formm, a8
“BT T F e oY, 3727 fAfeT Tmat o 31eraT-31e7eT SR & 7€ g3

Questions and Ansn'i;ers to the previous day’s 27A. QU|Z
daily quiz: 1. West Bengal’s first Chief Minister
was a veteran freedom fighter with roots in the Prafulla Chandra Ghosh

Anushilan Samiti and he served very briefly before
being succeeded by one of the State’s

longer-serving CMs. Ans: Prafulla Chandra e Prafulla Chandra Ghosh was the first Chief Minister of
Ghosh and Bidhan Chandra Roy West Bengal in 1947 after Independence. A freedom fighter
2. When Jyoti Basu was first elected in the State linked with the Anushilan Samiti, he contributed to revolutionary

Assembly, he was just one of three MLAs elected
on the Communist Party of India ticket. Who
among the other two, was elected from
Darjeeling? Ans: Rattanlal Brahmin

nationalist activities in Bengal.
e His tenure was brief, lasting only a few months due to
political instability during the Partition period.

3. Ajoy Mukherjee founded a party that launched e He led the State in its initial administrative transition,
the political career of a future President of India. dealing with refugee crises and institutional restructuring in newly
Ans: Bangla Congress, Pranab Mukherjee formed West Bengal.

4. When Tamil thespian Sivaji Ganesan fiercely

raged against social orthodoxy in Parasakthi, he
was reciting dialogue written by a prolific

Bidhan Chandra Roy

screenwriter who also served as the Chief Minister

of Tamil Nadu. Ans: M Karunanidhi e Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy served as Chief Minister from
5. Name this Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu who was 1948 to 1962, becoming one of West Bengal's longest-serving
a school topper. Ans: J Jayalalithaa leaders.

Visual: Identify this popular CM from Tamil Nadu.

Ans: K. Kamaraj

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas |

¢ A noted physician and freedom fighter, he led post-
Partition reconstruction. He promoted industrialisation and urban

Sunil Madhavan | Dodo Jayaditya | Prodosh Mitra development, establishing cities like Durgapur and Bidhannagar.

e His governance strengthened infrastructure, healthcare,
and economic planning, leaving a lasting legacy in shaping modern West Bengal’s
administrative and developmental framework.

Jyoti Basu (Early Electoral Entry)

Jyoti Basu was first elected to the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1946 on a Communist
Party of India (CPI) ticket. At that time, CPI had very limited representation, with only three
MLAs elected. Basu represented the Railway constituency, reflecting strong trade union
influence.

This marked the beginning of his long political career, eventually leading to his tenure as one
of India’s longest-serving Chief Ministers.

Rattanlal Brahmin (Darjeeling Representative)

Rattanlal Brahmin was one of the other two CPI legislators elected in 1946, representing the
Darjeeling constituency.

His election reflected the spread of communist influence among tea garden workers and hill
populations.

Though less prominent nationally than Basu, his role was significant in establishing CPI's
early political base in northern Bengal.

This foothold later contributed to the growth of left politics in West Bengal’'s diverse regional
landscape.
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Bangla Congress (Founded by Ajoy Mukherjee)

e Ajoy Mukherjee founded the Bangla Congress in 1966 after breaking away from the Indian
National Congress.

e The party played a crucial role in forming the United Front governments (1967, 1969) in
West Bengal, marking a shift toward coalition politics.

e It represented regional aspirations and opposition to Congress dominance, contributing
significantly to the rise of non-Congress political forces in the State.

Pranab Mukherjee (Political Career Beginning)

e Pranab Mukherjee began his political career through the Bangla Congress, which provided
his initial entry into active politics. He was elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1969, gaining
recognition for his administrative and parliamentary skills.

e He later joined the Congress and rose to hold key portfolios, eventually serving as the
President of India (2012-2017), becoming one of the most experienced statesmen in Indian
politics.

Parasakthi and Sivaji Ganesan

e Sivaji Ganesan delivered powerful dialogues in the 1952 film Parasakthi that sharply criticised
social orthodoxy, caste practices, and superstition.

e The film marked his debut and became a landmark in Tamil cinema for its strong reformist
message.

e His intense performance, especially courtroom scenes, reflected the growing influence of
Dravidian ideology in popular culture during that period.

M. Karunanidhi (Screenwriter and Chief Minister)

¢ M. Karunanidhi wrote the dialogues of Parasakthi, showcasing his brilliance as a prolific
screenwriter. His writing promoted rationalism and social justice, aligning with the Dravidian
movement.

e Later, he became a key leader of the DMK and served multiple terms as Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu.

e His dual legacy in cinema and politics significantly shaped Tamil society, language politics,
and regional identity.

J. Jayalalithaa (School Topper and Chief Minister)

e J. Jayalalithaa was an academically brilliant student and a school topper, known for
excelling in her studies at Bishop Cotton Girls’ School, Bengaluru. She earned high
distinction and even secured a scholarship for higher education but chose a career in cinema.

e Later, she entered politics under MGR’s mentorship and became a dominant leader of
AIADMK, serving multiple terms as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu with strong welfare-
oriented governance.
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At Chintan Shivir,
DNT enumeration

in Census discussed
EGS I: Society |

Abhinay Lakshman

NEW DELHI

The Social Justice Ministry
on Sunday concluded a
three-day “Chintan Shivir”
(brainstorming  session),
during which the inclusion
of denotified, nomadic,
and semi-nomadic tribes
(DNTs) in the ongoing Cen-
sus 2027 exercise was one
of the key focus areas.

The DNT communities
have been demanding a
separate column or ques-
tion in the Census forms,
specifically to account for
their populations across
the country. Community
leaders are also mobilising
support for a separate
Schedule for DNTs on a par
with the lists of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward Class-
es. The Supreme Court dis-
missed a petition last
month seeking a Census
question for DNTs and a
separate classification for
them, leaving them the li-
berty to approach the go-
vernment on the matter.

During the Chintan Shi-
vir, the Social Justice Minis-
try brought together
Centre and State govern-
ment officials to discuss
the future of its schemes
for marginalised sections
through panel discussions,
breakout sessions and the-
matic meal sessions.

Social Justice Minister
Virendra Kumar said on
Sunday that the sessions
were “a serious and result-
oriented platform for the
Centre, States and Union
Territories to reflect collec-
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The Ministry brought
together Centre and
State officials to
discuss the future

of its schemes for

marginalised sections

tively on how social justice
delivery can be made more
accessible, responsive and
implementation-driven”.

The brainstorming ses-
sion also discussed scho-
larship and hostel schemes
for SC and OBC students,
comprehensive  support
for transgender people
and how to align schemes
for them with the new
amendments enacted by
Parliament in 2026. While
a central focus of the ses-
sions on DNT welfare was
the principal bottleneck is-
sue of State and Union Ter-
ritory governments not
providing DNT community
certificates, hindering
their access to schemes,
across different sessions,
the issue of obtaining an
accurate count of DNT
populations across the
country also kept coming
up, officials said.

This comes even as
members of Centre’s Deve-
lopment Welfare Board for
DNTs raise concerns over
the lack of clarity on their
enumeration in the ongo-
ing Census. “As of now, we
don’t know if there will be
a column for OBCs. So we
don’t know if there will be
a DNT column as well or
how this is going to be
done,” one Board official
said.

27A. At Chintan Shivir, DNT enumeration in Census
discussed

Raer IR & Sererorar & DNT 9701aT 9 ==t

e At Chintan Shivir, DNT enumeration in Census was
discussed.

ﬁﬁafﬂﬁrﬁmﬁmmﬁrmmwaﬁgﬁl

e The Social Justice Ministry on Sunday concluded a
three-day “Chintan Shivir” (brainstorming session).

WA #A HIATT & AR 1 i feadr “Ride Rifay” (@u=
) T AT TohaT|

e  During which the inclusion of denotified, nomadic, and
semi-nomadic tribes (DNTSs) in the ongoing Census 2027
exercise was one of the key focus areas.

T ERTeT =T T Stararorar 2027 Sishar # fasera, geiq 3K ard-
YA SAral (DNTs) T A HAT T hiehd &1 g7 |

e The DNT communities have been demanding a separate
column or question in the Census forms.

DNT WHETT SToT90TAT Bl 3 ITelaT Shlcis AT Y= hT AT Y 3¢ &
e Specifically to account for their populations across the
country.

TIAY T F AR H 37T SFAGEIT T el 3Tehole] el & foIT|

e Community leaders are also mobilising support for a
separate Schedule for DNTs on a par with the lists of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes.

HHER & AdT A S, A steronfar 3R 3= ozt ot
T & DNTs & ToIT 370197 3raTq= (Schedule) T #HiIT & forw Fode
T &

e The Supreme Court dismissed a petition last month

seeking a Census question for DNTs and a separate classification
for them.

gmaﬂéﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁ DNTs & ToIT SATUTAT & 376197 92 3iR
37197 FITTSRTOT ST AT aTel ATfTeRT WIRST T &7

e Leaving them the liberty to approach the government on
the matter.

3¢ 3T ATHS H AIFR & YT STe) T TaIFdT &1 TS|

e Social Justice Minister Virendra Kumar said on Sunday

that the sessions were a serious and result-oriented platform.
T = i dilE FAR & AR &1 Fer 5 3 8 iR 3R oo sew w9 4

e [For the Centre, States and Union Territories to reflect collectively on how social justice
delivery can be made more accessible, responsive and implementation-driven.

el #g, T 3 g MfAa 92T A I8 FaR o9& & aafas = a9
mgw,maﬂ?mﬁﬁuﬂ-mmml

e The brainstorming session also discussed scholarship and hostel schemes for SC and
OBC students.

YT T H SC 3R OBC &t & v srgf 3R srard Fefensit ov o o< g5

e Comprehensive support for transgender people and how to align schemes for them with the
new amendments enacted by Parliament in 2026.

TS SATFaEl & foT samas §ade 31X 2026 F HHe g@RT FRT T FRittr=T 3 A ATA131
ﬁﬁw@ﬁa%m,%wﬁaﬁg@l
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e While a central focus of the sessions on DNT welfare was the principal bottleneck issue of
State and Union Territory governments not providing DNT community certificates.

DNT sheToT 9Y Fl 1 HET hlehd T IR gy AT Feer TRHRT ggRT DNT Frgeriys

Mamata seeks Bhabanipur
support, PM reaches out to
Matuas in campaign last leg

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

With hours left for cam-
paigning in the last phase
of election in West Bengal,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday focused
on issues concerning the
Matua population, and
said the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would ensure
citizenship to the com-
munity of Hindu refugees
that has migrated from
Bangladesh.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee focused on her
constituency in Bhabani-
pur, where she held a road-
show. She raised several is-
sues, including the
deletions of under-adjudi-
cation voters from the elec-
toral roll, and targeted the
administration that has
been appointed by the
Election Commission.
“Those who are arresting
now must think about get-
ting arrested in future. Sin
spares no one,” she said.

Mr. Modi held a public
meeting at Thakurnagar in
North 24 Parganas, and
said the Trinamool Con-
gress openly opposed the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act. “Don’t fall for the
TMC’s lies on CAA. All refu-
gees will receive perma-
nent address in this coun-
try... If someone votes for
Trinamool, they will be
making their ancestors
sad,” he said.

The DPrime Minister,
who offered prayers at the
Matua temple in Thakurna-
gar, recalled his visit to
Orakandi in Bangladesh
ahead of the 2021 Assemb-
ly polls in West Bengal. The
Matua sect of Namasudra
Hindus originated from
Orakandi in the 19th centu-
ry and its followers have

i

i{' m‘. .

Sy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated during a 'Vijay

Sankalp' rally in Arambagh, West Bengal. PTI

been migrating to Bengal.

“l pledge before the
brothers and sisters of the
Matua Namasudra com-
munity members that they
will receive Ccitizenship
through the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act. They
will be provided the same
documents which other ci-
tizens of this country
have,” he said.

The Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls
has resulted in a significant
number of voter deletions
in the Matua community,
resulting in uncertainty
among them. The com-
munity has largely voted
for the BJP in the past. Do-
zens of Assembly seats in
North 24 Parganas and Na-
dia are dominated by the
community, and its sup-
port will be crucial in de-
termining the electoral for-
tune of the party.

Mr. Modi, who held
another rally at Haripal in
Hooghly, and a roadshow
in north Kolkata, also
touched on the issue of wo-
men’s safety. Accusing the
Trinamool of “sheltering
goons who torture wo-
men”, he said the BJP has
given ticket to Sandeshkha-

li's Rekha Patra and the
mother of the R.G. Kar vic-
tim, Ratna Debnath, and
this proves the party’s
commitment to ensuring
women’s security.

In Bhabanipur, Ms. Ba-
nerjee began her cam-
paign with a roadshow in
Chakraberia and ad-
dressed four public meet-
ings. The Trinamool chair-
person, who is up against
the BJP’s Suvendu Adhika-
ri, walked for over 80 mi-
nutes from Chakraberia in-
tersection to Hazra Fire
Brigade and her proces-
sion went through several
lanes and by-lanes.

Ms. Banerjee tried to as-
sure the electorate that it
has not faced any issues ov-
er the past 15 years that she
has been in power. “I
scored a century in the first
round, I will do it again in
the second round. BJP is
scared. That's why they
brought in the central fore-
es. All the OCs (officers in-
charge of police stations)
have been changed. They
(BJP) are indulging in hooli-
ganism. Cast your own
vote. Keep a copy of the vo-
ter slip so that NRC cannot
be implemented,” she said.

mﬂéﬁﬁq@wwml

e Hindering their access to
schemes.

@l

e Across different sessions, the
issue of obtaining an accurate count of
DNT populations across the country
also kept coming up, officials said.

ITRFHIRAT o &gt fr AP Tav
G2 F DNT ATETET T TN IT0TAT Sht
Heel IR-aR 35T 8T

e This comes even as members
of Centre’s Development Welfare

Board for DNTSs raise concerns over
the lack of clarity on their enumeration
in the ongoing Census.

g d9 81 T&T & oI ohg; o DNT fasm
Tq FedIT 918 & TeeT ael 8T
STAITOTAT H JaTeh] ITUTAT I ooy TISTAT
Fr AT 9T R=Iar ST w© 2

e “As of now, we don’t know if
there will be a column for OBCs.

“RhoTgTel g =T8T 9dT foh OBCs & faiT
IS DIl BIITT AT 78T |

e So we don’t know if there will
be a DNT column as well or how this is

going to be done,” one Board official
said.

i g4 I8 97 18T 9T foh DNT &
TIT I 19T AT AL AT T TiohaT HI
g1l Teh a1 3RISRY o e

27A. Mamata seeks
Bhabanipur support, PM
reaches out to Matuas in
campaign last leg

HAAT F HATAT F FHLT AL,
Wﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁ
HIIHT FHETT § HUF |y

e The Matua sect of

Namasudra Hindus originated from
Orakandi in the 19th century.

e g3t &1 Aqam Averr 194 vy
# 3RTRTET & IcdeeT g3
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e And its followers have been migrating to Bengal.
3T g8 I STl H HTHY a6 ¢ B

o ‘| pledge before the brothers and sisters of the Matua Namasudra community members that
they will receive citizenship through the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.

“ﬁaganam@agamasaﬁ-aﬁ%%wwmé%ﬁmwﬂuﬂ

IFffgd & aga aArTRerar fAeeh|
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27A | Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre

TCHd TATAA: NGT o g HY afeq I fFar

Hanging
glaciers: NGT
issues notice
to Centre

Press Trust of India
N ELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal has sought a response
from the Centre and others
regarding the danger that
hanging glaciers pose on
the mountain slopes of
central Himalaya.

TheNGT has taken suo
motu cognisance of a re-
port citing a study which
flagged the environmental
concern. It said the report
indicated a violation of the
provisions of the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act.

27A. Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre

dATHA TATRIT: NGT o &g &Y aAfew I fmar

e Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre.
dChd TR NGT o g I Alfed SR fomam|

e The National Green Tribunal has sought a response from the Centre
and others regarding the danger that hanging glaciers pose on the mountain
slopes of central Himalaya.

T g TR (NG T) = g 3R 31 gatt & oewa TRt qarr 7w
TRATIT T TadT Tl 9T 3cTeeT Wk & T H SaTe A9 8

e The NGT has taken suo motu cognisance of a report citing a study
which flagged the environmental concern.

NGT & Teh 37T T gaTell &o¥ dTell RUIE I FFUROM (SUo motu) AT T T §,
S a# gaTaRuli fRiar 1 3SR foRar |

e It said the report indicated a violation of the provisions of the
Environment (Protection) Act.

S8 el [ RUTE q2iavor (A3a10T) rffas & wraene & Soolost &1 Had &l &1
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‘Right to safe travel on

highways p

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has de-
clared that the safety of
commuters against road
accidents and the right to
safe passage on highways
are part of the fundamen-
tal right to life under Arti-
cle 21 of the Constitution.
“National Highways
constitute approximately
2% of India’s total road
length but account for
nearly 30% of all road fatal-
ities. A road, particularly a
high-speed  expressway,
must not become a corri-

0

The loss of life to

avoidable hazards
ints at failure of

the state’s protective

umbrella, says SC

dor of peril due to adminis-
trative lethargy or infras-
tructural gaps. The loss of
even a single life to avoida-
ble hazards like illegal
parking or blackspots, etc.,
represents a failure of the
state’s protective umbrel-
1a,” a Bench of Justices J.K.
Maheshwari and Atul S.
Chandurkar observed in

art of right to life’

an April 13 order. The court
issued a series of direc-
tions, including the imme-
diate prohibition on the
construction or operation
of any commercial struc-
ture within the right-of
way of any National High-
way. The order also direct-
ed that vehicles should
park/stop only at designat-
ed areas.

The order arose from a
suo motu case based on the
loss of a total of 34 lives in
successive road accidents
on November 2 and No-
vember 3 last year in Rajas-
than and Telangana.

27A. Right to safe travel on
highways part of right to life

BT$A W P& A 7 AT,
SHaer & IfA+R F1 foww

e The right to safe travel on
highways is part of the right to life.

FTSI I FRIATT AT 7 TP et &
TR F1 T8

e The Supreme Court has declared
that the safety of commuters against road
accidents and the right to safe passage on
highways are part of the fundamental right
to life under Article 21 of the
Constitution.

A FIE o T FhaT g o Tsh
geieaT3it & IIT32T ot FRai 3R g8 |
GBI JTamTHeT 1 HfUHR wfaems &

TG 21 & dAgd Sitaet & Aol ISR &1 FEar |

o “National Highways constitute approximately 2% of India’s total road length but account for
nearly 30% of all road fatalities.

TN TSAATN $RcA Y el HSh SIeTS T I 2% &, Slfehal SIS 30% WS GHeal Hcg
g6l WA 81
e Aroad, particularly a high-speed expressway, must not become a corridor of peril due to
administrative lethargy or infrastructural gaps.

Teh T, fARINRT AT I ITell TFAUHA, TR fAeh STORGTEr A7 AIreY grer 6y ey & ot
WAeATa ATIT A8 Se7eTT AT

e The loss of even a single life to avoidable hazards like illegal parking or blackspots
represents a failure of the state’s protective umbrella,” a Bench of Justices J.K. Maheshwari
and Atul S. Chandurkar observed in an April 13 order.

3r3er aTfaT A7 SAFEAIE S el ST Fehel dTel WA! & Teh 37 ST6T T T aleT T T F&T
SIGET S TITherT 1 EATell 8, FArefel .3, FgRad 3 el TH. FgTa &l o o 13 30
& 37U H FgT|

e The court issued a series of directions, including the immediate prohibition on the construction
or operation of any commercial structure within the right-of-way of any National Highway.

37eTerd of #s fder ST fohw, ToreTet fonddY oi Isdrr Tt & AUse-3TH-ad o iiax fonedr ofr
SIS &1 & fAATT AT TATelT I Tchlel Ueh ATA g

e The order also directed that vehicles should park/stop only at designated areas.
3 7 Ig oft fader feam o 16 arget shaer AratRa T o3 & ureh/sd |

e The order arose from a suo motu case based on the loss of a total of 34 lives in successive
road accidents on November 2 and November 3 last year in Rajasthan and Telangana.

g 3SR Teh TqIRT (suo motu) A & AT g, ST TSl a¥ 2 3R 3 AGER Fl ASTEYTT
3R ASHMAT H 53 TNAR A G 31 34 aart iy et & 3merR o¥ fom o
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NCSC seeks
report on
Mamata’s
‘derogatory’
remark

(GS Il Polity ]

Press Trust of India
NE LHI

The National Commission
for Scheduled Castes
(NCSC) on Sunday took suo
motu cognisance of a video
clip showing West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee allegedly using “de-
rogatory” language against
the SC community during
an election rally.

The NCSC has written to
the Chief Secretary of West
Bengal and the Director-
General of Police, directing
them to submit a detailed
report within three days.

The Commission re-
ferred to a video that ap-
peared on “Kolkata TV” on
April 26, regarding Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s alleged remarks
made during a rally in Kol-
kata’s Chowringhee area
recently while campaign-
ing for a Trinamool candi-
date during the ongoing
Assembly polls in the State.

“Suo-motu cognisance
has been taken by the Na-
tional Commission for
Scheduled Castes on a vi-
deo that appeared in ‘Kol-
kata TV’ wherein derogato-
ry language has been used
by Mamata Banerjee, Chief
Minister of West Bengal,
against SC community,”
the notice stated.

“The Commission has
decided to investigate/in-
quire into the matter in
pursuance of the powers
conferred upon it under
Article 338 of the Constitu-
tion. You are hereby re-
quested to submit an ac-
tion taken report to the
undersigned within 3
days,” it said. NCSC Chair-
man Kishor Makwana said
the Commission is commit-
ted to safeguarding the
constitutional rights of
Scheduled Castes.
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27A. NCSC seeks report on Mamata’s ‘derogatory’ remark
NCSC & #HAAT &Y ‘AT’ fecqolt g3 Raxé At

e NCSC seeks report on Mamata’s ‘derogatory’ remark.
NCSC & #HAT FI ‘IIAT"H feoqoft o3 Rare AEf|

e The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) on Sunday
took suo motu cognisance of a video clip showing West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee allegedly using “derogatory” language against the SC
community during an election rally.

TSET rAgfA SITfe AT (NCSC) A AR 1 Ueh NN Fera 7 Tagron @
waet fora, forast aftes qamer iy Fegwa #war aarsit oX ard Yol & el
FTgfAaa Sfe THERT & RYATh “HIHTT ST HIST T ST &t I R &

e “The Commission has decided to investigate/inquire into the matter in
pursuance of the powers conferred upon it under Article 338 of the Constitution.

“3ANET o WA & HTedG 338 & el YISl ATFAAT & 3HTHR ST HIHT T ST
Fee &1 Ao o 1

e You are hereby requested to submit an action taken report to the
undersigned within 3 days,” it said.

3R 3 & oh 3 Rt o ik e R e Y,” 56 gl 17|
e NCSC Chairman Kishor Makwana said the Commission is committed to
safeguarding the constitutional rights of Scheduled Castes.

NCSC 3reret faneik wsrarert & et fon 3maiter g snfaat & wdenfore srftrant
T 38T & fore wfdsey 81
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27A

Overfed and undernourished in Delhi

feeelt & e sierer Afdver Farwor
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Experts call for data-led approach to tackle public health challenges

vl F wrdefas T galfaat & Avea & faw 3er-3mnRa gieewtor Y Aver Fr

Tough call
Hioe Ao

SPOTLIGHT

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

Laxman, 6, and his group
of school friends, are a part
of the sea of children pour-
ing out of the primary
school gate in the residen-
tial Kidwai Nagar area of
south Delhi.

It is noon and the group
is walking back home,
laughing and jostling, in
their bright blue school un-
iforms, their cotton bags
with books slung across
their bodies. The walk
back from school is the
best part of their day, they
say, as are the double-fried
potatoes — covered in
bright red food colouring,
sprinkled with sugar —
bought from a roadside
food cart. This is lunch for
several children from the
school as they flock to the
cart for a plate.

Laxman and his band of
friends say that their day
begins with tea with local-
ly-bought mathri (a crispy,
deep-fried savoury snack
made from refined wheat
flour, oil, and salt). The
mathri is cheap, at ¥5 for
250 grams, for a family that
doesn’t earn more than
15,000 a month and lives
in a rented jhuggi. Made in
batches to serve many, it is
fried in oil reused so many
times, that the oil turns
black. Some days, the chil-
dren get biscuits, which of-
ten contain trans fats.
There’s roti with salt and
red chilli powder made in
refined oil the days a pa-
rent, mostly a mother, has

27A. Overfed and undernourished in Delhi

the time to make it.

The afternoon treat also
includes a sugary cold bev-
erage, followed later in the
evening by street foods like
aloo tikki, chaat, samosa,
chowmein, momos, or lef-
tovers at home — all made

Overfed and
undernourished in Delhi

The national capital faces what public health professionals call the

with cheap raw ingr

that have no standardisa-
tion or quality check, and
are likely to be adul

‘Double Burden of Malnutrition: a condition in which children consume

excess calories that lack essential nutrients. This early undernutrition

ed. The first fresh home~
cooked sit-down meal of
the day comes late in the
evening, when one of the
parents returns from work.
“We usually eat potato
fry or curry. Sometimes
there’s fish or meat with
rice or roti,” says Laxman,
whose mother works as a
domestic help in the neigh-
bouring government resi-
dential apartments.

No ideal daily diet

In his current diet regime
Laxman almost never
meets the ideal prescribed
daily diet for a 6-year-old
Indian boy. He may meet
the calorific value — ap-
proximately 1,200-2,000
calories prescribed by In-
dia’s National Institute of
Nutrition — but is unlikely
to meet key nutrient va-
lues, which include pro-
tein, iron, and calcium,
ideally spread across 4-6
small meals daily. Laxman
says he cannot remember
when he had a full day of
home-cooked meals.

He is an active child, but
his stomach bulges over his
shorts. Like most of his
friends he has central
obesity, predisposing him
to adult obesity and many
lifestyle diseases, as stu-

is a risk factor for obesity later in life and needs immediate attention

dies show.

Despite his calorie
rich and nutrition
deficit diet, Lax-
‘man shows no typi-
cal visible symp-
toms of poor
nutrition, such as
stunted  growth,
chronic tiredness,
brittle hair, pale or
dry skin, a swollen
abdomen or legs
(oedema), or fre-
quent infections.

His condition is
neither unique nor
isolated.

At a time when
the global popula-
tionis Wl[.l’leSSlng ris-
mg obesity levels, In-

dia — particularly the
national capital — is bat-
tling the Double Burden of
Malnutrition (DBM), a con-
dition in which children
consume calories that lack
essential nutrients, leading
to them being overweight.

Towards the end of
2025, a systematic review
and meta-analysis of cross-
sectional studies from 1995
to 2023, looked at the pre-
valence of obesity among
school-going children (ages

SREEJITH RAVIKUMAR

5t019) in India. This paper
titled ‘Prevalence of Obesi-
ty among School-going
Children in India: A Com-
prehensive Systematic Re-
view, Meta-analysis, and
Spatial No Analysis’ pu-
blished in the Indian Jour-
nal of Community Medi-
cine, found that among
India’s Stats, the highest
pooled prevalence of child-

feeeh & st siterer AfdFer Fawor

e The national capital faces what public health professionals call the ‘Double Burden of
Malnutrition’, a condition in which children consume excess calories that lack essential

nutrients.

TSE ISTeTal 38 TEATC T TTHAT Y T & [ Frcioifolen Fareey faeeT ‘FuIyor T ledr
a3 (Double Burden of Malnutrition) Fgd &, Tor&# sTd 3TaTe YINeh dcal hl Sl dlel
31T HeAY T AdeT HIA o
e Some days, the children get biscuits, which often contain trans fats.
5o Tt 3 areelt bl Faespe fivere) ¥, Forerad 31 2 e g1err &1
¢ He may meet the calorific value — approximately 1,200-2,000 calories prescribed by India’s

National Institute of Nutrition — but is unlikely to meet key nutrient values, which include
protein, iron, and calcium, ideally spread across 4—-6 small meals daily.

TE AT I ITTLISHAT — AT 1,200-2,000 FeRY (R & TSI N7 HEATT aRT

hood obesity was in

AT

Arunachal ~ Pra-
desh, followed by
Delhi. The low-
est pooled pre-
valence of obes-
ity was in
Manipur.
Krishan
Chugh, princi-
pal  director
and HOD Pae-
diatrics, Fortis
Research Me-
morial  Insti-
tute, Guru-
gram, explains
that Delhi faces a
higher risk of
childhood obesity
o compared to many
¥ % other Indian cities
due to a mix of lifes-
tyle, environmental, and
socioeconomic factors.
First, urbanisation in
Delhi has led to reduced
physical activity. Children
often have limited access
to safe open spaces and
spend more time indoors
onscreens. Academic pres-
sure also leaves little time
for outdoor play.
Second, dietary pat-
terns have shifted signifi-
cantly. Easy access to fast

food chains and processed
snacks — high in sugar, salt,
and unhealthy fats — has
increased calorie intake.
Many of these foods are ad-
dictive, and are available
across the price spectrum.
With Delhi being one of
the highest polluted cities
in the world, parents are
wary of children being out-
doors, further curbing ac-
tivity. Studies have also
linked pollution exposure
to metabolic changes that
may increase obesity risk.
Additionally, rising dis-
posable incomes and
changing family structures
(like working parents) of-
ten lead to reliance on con-
venience foods. Most
schools lack strong nutri-
tion and physical educa-
tion programmes, further
compounding the issue.
What is worrying doc-
tors is that the age group
affected by DBM is decreas-
ing rapidly, with obesity
appearing at younger ages.
More concerning is that it
is no longer limited to af-
fluent groups and seen
across economic strata.

Affluence factor
Affluence has also pushed
Delhi into the childhood
obesity epidemic. A 2025
study by the All-India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), funded by the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), found that
obesity in private-school
students is over five times
higher than in govern-
ment-school students.
Children with obesity,
which was, in 2013 classi-
fied as a disease requiring

prevention and treatment,
face early risks of other
non-communicable diseas-
es, mdudmg hyper[ensmn
and

kwashiorkor, marasmus,
children wasting away
from protein deficiency.
“Today, the crisis looks
different. Chil-

Diet-related non-commun-
icable diseases include car-
diovascular diseases (such
as heart attacks and
stroke), certain cancers,
and diabetes.

India is expected to be
home to over 27 million
children and adolescents
(ages 5-19) living with obes-
ity by 2030, accounting for
a significant share of the
globa] burden found a UN-
ICEF anal;

Ultra-processed food
consumption in India has
risen sharply, driven by ag-
gressive marketing, affor-
dability, and easy availabil-
ity, gradually replacing
traditional diets. India’s In-
dian Economic Survey
2024-25, reported that ul-
tra processed food con-
sumption in India surged
from USD 900 million
(2006) to USD 37.9 billion
(2019), growing at over
33% annually.

Dr. Neha Shah, a Chen-
nai-based bariatric surge-
on and founder, The Good
Weight, a clinic dedicated
to weight loss, says she
sees many children from
Delhi in her online weight-
loss programme. “India is
now facing a triple burden
of malnutrition: undernu-
trition, micronutrient defi-
ciency, and obesity.”

She says that when she
started medical school
three decades ago, what
worried doctors was mal-
nourishment in children
due to lack of food —
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dren now have too much of
the wrong things, and not
enough of what helps them
grow well,” she says.

Dr. Vivek Bindal, the
head of Bariatric and Ro-
botic Surgery, Max Hospi-
tal (Vaishali and Patpar-
ganj), in Delhi, adds that a
change in gut health, in-
fluenced by environmental
factors such as pesticide
exposure, is also a major
contributing factor to the
global rise in obesity.

At the policy level

The National Family
Health Survey NFHS)-5 da-
ta conducted in 2019-2021
revealed a 127% increase in
overweight children from
the NFHS-3, from about 15
years before. Delhi is
among the States in India
where the childhood obes-
ity rate is higher than the
national average.

‘The Union Health Minis-
try has a few public-health
programmes, such as the
Fit India Movement, the
Eat Right India campaign,
POSHAN Abhiyan 2.0, and
school-based health and
wellness interventions, but
little is known of their
effectiveness.

Dr. Bindal feels India
needs targeted preventive
interventions and continu-
ous monitoring to ensure
that childhood obesity
doesn’t reach pandemic le-
vels in the country.

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in
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foeTRe) — o & FehaTT &, AfeheT 91T, 3T 3R Howras S 3maege ives deal 1 gict
STET &Y 1T, [ f&eT 3 4-6 B HISTeT 7 o= A1fgv|

e India is expected to have over 27 million children with obesity by 2030, according to

UNICEF.

UNICEF & 3778, 2030 deh $IRd # 27 fafora & siftrs =2 Alerd & e gien|
e Ultra-processed food consumption in India has increased sharply.
HRA H IFeeT-IaEs Wy gerdt Hf gud doi I g
e The Economic Survey 2024-25 reported a surge from USD 900 million to USD 37.9 billion.
3l wfaTor 2024-25 % HTHR, F€ T USD 900 FATerFeT & USD 37.9 afergeT o g3
e Dr. Neha Shah says India is now facing a triple burden of malnutrition.
ST, SIgT A6 el & 1o SR 37 FAIYOT & e aer 7 AHT F @

e Dr. Vivek Bindal adds that environmental factors like pesticide exposure affect gut health.

37, A9 foeo Fga & T Fieanre! S TATaRoNT HReE Hid TR FH JHad Ha 2

e Government programmes include Fit India Movement, Eat Right India, POSHAN Abhiyan

2.0.

T wriswAT 7 fre 33 wadie, $Tuse $f3an, oot srfdram 2.0 anfder &)

Experts call for data-led approach
to tackle public health challenges

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The webinar “Public
Health in India: From

Reactive Care to Preventive
Ecosystems” held on Satur-
day highlighted the urgent
need to strengthen preven-
tive healthcare, build data-
driven systems, and deve-
lop a skilled public health
workforce to address the
country’s evolving health
challenges.

Organised by the SRM
Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST) in as-
sociation with The Hindu
as part of the Future Ca-
reer Conversations series,
the session focused on In-
dia’s ongoing shift from a
curative model of care to
prevention-led public
health systems.

Setting the context, Hari
Singh, Dean, School of Pu-
blic Health, SRMIST, out-
lined the wide range of pu-
blic health challenges
facing India, from infec-

&SRM

FUTURE CAREER
CONVERSATIONS

wassews TH E M&ca HINDU

tious diseases to the rising
burden of non-communic-
able diseases (NCDs), also
noting persistent gaps such
as the urban-rural divide
and the need for more in-
clusive systems.

Soumya Swaminathan,
Chairperson, M.S. Swami-
nathan Research Founda-
tion and Principal Adviser,
National Tuberculosis
Elimination Programme,
spoke about pandemic
preparedness and broader
health risks. “The lessons
from the pandemic clearly
show that preparedness,
strong public systems, and
global cooperation are crit-
ical,” she said.

She also emphasised the
need for stronger, evi-

dence-based approaches
and more robust data-dri-
ven surveillance systems,
noting that “public health
responses must increasing-
ly rely on data to anticipate
and manage risks
effectively”.

J.  Amalorpavanathan,
Member, State Planning
Commission, Tamil Nadu,
provided insights into Ta-
mil Nadu’s public health
model.

Explaining the State’s
structured systems and
preparedness strategies,
he noted that consistent
policy focus, better invest-
ment in health and system
readiness are key to im-
proving health outcomes.

Prakash M., Associate
Professor, School of Public
Health, SRMIST, discussed
the role of artificial intelli-
gence and digital tools in
public health.

He said that “Al in public
health is most effective
when it builds on existing
systems and strengthens

data-led approach to tackle public health challenges

faarwst @ wraefas FareeT geifaat & Avea & faw Ser-amaRa giemtor iy @vr #iY
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decision-making,” stress-
ing the need for better inte-
gration of digital health
architecture.

Participants raised
questions on career oppor-
tunities and academic
pathways in public health.
The panellists highlighted
the need for interdisciplin-
ary skill sets, including epi-
demiology, data analysis,
and policy understanding.
“Public health requires an
evidence-based approach,
a strong scientific temper
and most importantly em-
pathy,” they noted.

Discussions also
touched upon emerging
areas such as digital health
systems and the growing
relevance of technology in
shaping future public
health careers.

The session was moder-
ated by Athira Elssa John-
son, Senior Reporter, The
Hindu.

The webinar can be
viewed at https://
newsth.live/THSRMPY

27A

Exp
erts
call
for
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e  “The lessons from the pandemic clearly show that preparedness, strong public systems,
and global cooperation are critical,” she said.

3egiel dhgl, “FETANT A Faeh o § o Y, Araa adwifaa yomrel 3it 3fRas wgatr

3 FgeaquT 51"

e She also emphasised the need for stronger, evidence-based approaches and more robust
data-driven surveillance systems.

3egial 3Teeh HoTedl We -3 gi¥ewIoT 3R dgcr Ser-3muma faarre yorrelt
3R W &1 SR e

W loughcal

India needs to develop rapid venom
detection diagnostics

combination of snakes being ectother-
A mic, a hotter summer than usual, difficult

decision-making, and gaps in clinical in-
frastructure has led to a situation in Kerala where
the availability of anti-snake venom (ASV) has not
been able to prevent all deaths from snakebites.
Snakes are driven by the heat to seek refuge in
cool, damp spaces, which means homes and sto-
rerooms with firewood and coconut husks. The
State is also densely vegetated with substantial
human-wildlife range overlap. April-May is also
the pre-monsoon breeding season for many ve-
nomous snakes, which means that they move
around more and tend to be defensive. However,
about 70% of snakebite presentations involve
non-venomous species, and roughly half of the
rest are dry bites with no venom injected. A sub-
stantial number of patients thus do not warrant
ASV. Caution against administering ASV willy-nil-
ly is merited because these compounds can also
induce anaphylactic reactions, which can be fa-
tal. At the same time, there is no commercially
available diagnostic kit in India to detect venom
in a patient’s blood, and the diagnosis is entirely
symptomatic. The ICMR has called this syndrom-
ic approach a systemic flaw, since by the time
symptoms appear, the venom may already have
damaged tissue irreversibly. Together with scarce
ICU beds, a lack of ventilator backups, inadeg-
uate training in managing anaphylaxis, and limit-
ed lab support for monitoring, this approach has
offset the benefits of the availability of ASV.

India accounts for nearly half of all snakebites
in the world, with agricultural workers and chil-
dren being the worst affected. Kerala is home to
over 100 snake species, including the Big Four ve-
nomous snakes: the common krait, Russell’s vip-
er, saw-scaled viper, and spectacled cobra. The
State government has made snakebite a notifiable
disease. It launched the ‘SARPA’ programme to
professionalise snake rescue. The SARPA Padam
and the upcoming SARPA Suraksha programmes
also focus on assessing risk and conducting ward-
level and school awareness campaigns. Progres-
sive as the notification and ‘SARPA’ are relative to
similar measures in the rest of India, the deaths
are a sign that Kerala may be prevention-heavy
and that it needs to reinforce the ‘cure’ as well.
ASV is already widely available; the uncertainty
that prevails over doctors’ decision-making at the
first point of contact needs to be mitigated. Many
experts have also called for the development and
use of rapid venom detection diagnostics to elim-
inate the risks of the syndromic approach. This
must be followed by increasing hospital capacity
and the availability of skilled medical workers to
manage the consequences of that decision.

wildlife range overlap.

e Noting that “public health responses must increasingly rely on
data to anticipate and manage risks effectively”.

3eglel el foh “HTdoTToteh TAEL TTATHATHT T SITEHAT T FaTeTH =T
I 3R JaersT & forw 3e1 9 3menfa g anfge)”

o The panellists highlighted the need for interdisciplinary skill
sets, including epidemiology, data analysis, and policy
understanding.

ﬁaﬁﬁﬁagﬁmammﬁmemm,ﬁmﬁmmﬁm,
37 faeawor il Afa waer enfaar g1

e “Public health requires an evidence-based approach, a
strong scientific temper and most importantly empathy,” they noted.

3751l T, “HIdolfeleh T & forw areg-3menia gf¥eator, Forgd
danferes e 3N Hal AgcaqoT HagaAMNeldT 3TaeTe 51"

27A. Tough call
FioeT Ao

¢ India needs to develop rapid venom detection diagnostics
T & cala A ggarT e 9 fad e i 3maTeadr g

e A combination of snakes being ectothermic, a hotter
summer than usual, difficult decision-making, and gaps in clinical
infrastructure has led to a situation in Kerala where the availability
of anti-snake venom (ASV) has not been able to prevent all deaths
from snakebites.

At & i d-TFd=T (ectothermic) 81, TTATT & 31f8re 1o, HidaT
farvi-fAyRor, 3tk R sraae #§ FEa & gaea J ST T
T YT 3cdeet FI § STaT TEI-Faidh AAH (ASV) FI 3TTeTdT gled oh
STarcle, @8l AT § glet aTell AT Y AehT w61 ST Hebl B

e Snakes are driven by the heat to seek refuge in cool, damp
spaces, which means homes and storerooms with firewood and
coconut husks.

1T & HROT AT ST 3N 7H S8l 7 347 daat 8, [T v g fn a
aﬁsﬁmaﬁamamﬁas%aﬁaﬁmmﬁq’gﬁm
gl

e The State is also densely vegetated with substantial human-

g T el IaIEUfa ¥ Ieaiied § 31X T8l Aldd-a=Iaid &331 T gaTed Hatea ¢l

e April-May is also the pre-monsoon breeding season for many venomous snakes, which
means that they move around more and tend to be defensive.

ITST-HS S Tl ATl T T&-ATAGT Toteret Frer o7 21T &, Torad 3 3178 |fshd ol § 3N

T&ITcHS SIdgR Hld &
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However, about 70% of snakebite presentations involve non-venomous species, and
roughly half of the rest are dry bites with no venom injected.

gTcliTeh, SIITHIT 70% TYEET AT 7 IR-Ta¥er A1 enfae gid &, 3R AT 7 I Foreqar 3T 318
aEe 81a & T9ad faw ufase 78T gran|

A substantial number of patients thus do not warrant ASV.

3 YR, S TEAT 7 AT Y ASV & 3raegehalr g1 gl

Caution against administering ASV willy-nilly is merited because these compounds can also
induce anaphylactic reactions, which can be fatal.

AT AR-THST ASV St A ST 3T ¢ Fifh Tg TeATihol[Fesd ITATHATT Scdoed Y HehdT
&, Sl ETceh gl Hehell o |

At the same time, there is no commercially available diagnostic kit in India to detect venom
in a patient’s blood, and the diagnosis is entirely symptomatic.

Y &Y, IR H A3 o Io7d H AT i yga= & foIv IS A1aa@TAs sFATes fhe 3qeretr 6T
g, 3R foverT g o wetor-3meRa g

The ICMR has called this syndromic approach a systemic flaw, since by the time symptoms
appear, the venom may already have damaged tissue irreversibly.

ICMR = 58 g\ gfSeaior &l Ueh JurTeliere Iy S &, Fifeh STe e of&T0T Yehe BId &, e
e Ay el &l IARTAAT & T 47faIed X TohdT B

Together with scarce ICU beds, a lack of ventilator backups, inadequate training in
managing anaphylaxis, and limited lab support for monitoring, this approach has offset the
benefits of the availability of ASV.

F ICU a3, dfedet 3H31T 61 Fal), TATihefFad gaers 7 37931 wfetor, 33 fAReh & fow
AT TANTATST FEIAT & 1Y, TH GISCHIVT of ASV T STCTSHAT & olTeT &l A & [GAT B

India accounts for nearly half of all snakebites in the world, with agricultural workers and
children being the worst affected.

A Taed o STaTsHaT 31Ter FEer HFl & fow foFer &, foas Fiy #fae 3k o= wed rfts
EENCEEICES

Kerala is home to over 100 snake species, including the Big Four venomous snakes: the
common krait, Russell’s viper, saw-scaled viper, and spectacled cobra.

el A 100 & 3 |T gonfadi ar$ Sl 8, forere ar opa fadar it enfver : wiAa e,
W IR, Fi-Fhes aBIN, 3T FAFeFHes HiaT|

The State government has made snakebite a notifiable disease.

T TR o UG HY T g (o aifdd fhar g

It launched the ‘SARPA’ programme to professionalise snake rescue.

i} & qa1d 1 T U T & FIT ‘SARPA’ FrishaT & fornam |

The SARPA Padam and the upcoming SARPA Suraksha programmes also focus on
assessing risk and conducting ward-level and school awareness campaigns.

SARPA T&H 3iR 3Tl SARPA F&TT Rk SiITQH Hediche! 3R a1S TR 2T [aearerdt &
STTEehdT 3ITRAT 9T o i &
Progressive as the notification and ‘SARPA’ are relative to similar measures in the rest of

India, the deaths are a sign that Kerala may be prevention-heavy and that it needs to
reinforce the ‘cure’ as well.

e TG 3R SARPA’ HRIsha HR o 3wy TeEal hr Jofell & Farfcrelier &, AT oft #Hict
S STl T Hehdl ¢ o shiel VFATH-FToreT & 3R 30 TR 1 8 oo et g

ASV is already widely available; the uncertainty that prevails over doctors’ decision-making
at the first point of contact needs to be mitigated.

ASV Tgel U e &9 § 3Tl §; TRTSeh T Toig o) sieret o farotar-fareor 4 sit
fARTTaT e, 38 FH T T IGIHAT &
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e Many experts have also called for the development and use of rapid venom detection
diagnostics to eliminate the risks of the syndromic approach.

% fawal o caRa fary gt afatort & fenre 31 3uiter & ot Afer i § arfer RigifAew
gSeenIoT & STEHAT I FATCT fahaT ST Teh |

GS Paper Il: International Relations 27 April 2026
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West Asia war, language on Israel
derail joint statement at BRICS meet

TR

NEW DELHI

Extended late-night par-
leys and heated debates
marked the meeting of the
11-nation BRICS Deputy Fo-
reign Ministers and Special
Envoys in New Delhi that
ended without a joint state-
ment on Friday, The Hindu
has learnt, indicating more
trouble for India’s BRICS
Presidency this year.

While delegates from
the United Arab Emirates
and Iran sparred over the
war in West Asia, a number
of diplomatic and official
sources present or briefed
about the discussions said
that the meetings on April
23-24 also saw an unex-
pected attempt by India to
“tone down” language on
Israel and Palestine, which
was opposed by almost all
other members.

The issues have set the
stage for more difficult ne-
gotiations in the weeks
ahead as BRICS Foreign Mi-

Attendees at the BRICS Deputy Foreign Ministers and Special

Envoys meeting in New Delhi. pTi

nisters are due to meet on
May 14-15, with the summit
scheduled for September
10-11. Many BRICS Foreign
Ministers have confirmed
they will attend the meet-
ing next month, including
Russia, China, Egypt and
Brazil.

In particular, sources
present in the meetings
said that officials from the
Ministry negotiating the
joint statement sought to
amend paragraphs from
BRICS summits in Brasilia

in 2025 and Kazan in 2024.

These included soften-
ing language that criticised
Israel for its bombardment
of Gaza and Lebanon, as
well as dropping a refe-
rence to “East Jerusalem”
to be established as the
capital of the Palestinian
state as a part of the two-
state solution. Ministry of-
ficials even sought to re-
place references of “Israel”
while criticising its opera-
tions in the West Bank and
Lebanon with the less di-

rect term
power”.

“We were very sur-
prised as India has agreed
to such language at many
multilateral fora,” said a di-
plomat who asked not to
be named. However,
another diplomat pointed
out that India had incorpo-
rated such changes during
the India-Arab League
Summit held in Delhi in Ja-
nuary 2026. In bilateral
statements, India stopped
using the term “East Jeru-
salem” in 2017.

The MEA declined sev-
eral requests for a res-
ponse on whether India’s
position on Palestine was
isolated at the meeting.
“There was no change in
India’s position on the Pal-
estine issue” a government
source told PTI news agen-
cy on Sunday, attributing
the lack of consensus to
“sharp difference of posi-
tions among members
who are party to the con-
flict”.

“occupying

27A. West Asia war, language on Israel derail joint statement at BRICS meet

qiRee TfIaT Zeu 3R STEd W AT A BRICS d6F # IFd 9 Y 9l & IANT

o Extended late-night parleys and heated debates marked the meeting of the 11-nation BRICS
Deputy Foreign Ministers and Special Envoys in New Delhi that ended without a joint
statement on Friday.

SR 1T ek =Toll STt 3R ol srgit o afier 11 =it & BRICS 39 fager ARt 3w farehy gat
% ool 7 o ha T f4eT EFFa a1+l & FATCA g5

e Indicating more trouble for India’s BRICS Presidencyothis year.
g 3T a¥ HRA T BRICS FEIeTdT & folv 3R HiSA83T 1 Tohd SaT g

e While delegates from the United Arab Emirates and Iran sparred over the war in West Asia.
STaifeh Fgerr 3 IART AN E o TTAfATRE & e afves TR e i e e g3l

e A number of diplomatic and official sources said that the meetings on April 23-24 also saw an
unexpected attempt by India to “tone down” language on Israel and Palestine.

Fs THesiican 3R IR HIat o &gT & 23-24 378t T S5 7 HRA GaNT SIS AR
RFATANT TR HINT T “TRA” e T ITATTAT I 3T @ |

o  Which was opposed by almost all other members.

ToTEeRT ST9TeTaT Tl 31T Herar of fadrer famam|
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The issues have set the stage for more difficult negotiations in the weeks ahead.
ST 3T o1 3T ATeY Rl #F 3R et a3 T Ry Har AR AT B

As BRICS Foreign Ministers are due to meet on May 14-15.

Fgifer BRICS fager #3lt 14-15 7§ 1 Hel arel g1

With the summit scheduled for September 10-11.

3R RrER gFAee 10-11 Ridst #1 fFuRa g

In particular, sources said that officials from the Ministry negotiating the joint statement sought
to amend paragraphs from BRICS summits in Brasilia in 2025 and Kazan in 2024.

TRy &9 @, Gl ¥ T o Farer & TSR TYFd 31 & v 2025 7 Frefferar 3k 2024 &
m:ﬁ’r-grnr BRICS &R @&aeril o WRIaE & GeETeT el digd |

These included softening language that criticised Israel for its bombardment of Gaza and
Lebanon.

S13Y AT 3 ATATA T SRS T THERT T ITATTAT T I T ATfHT AT

As well as dropping a reference to “East Jerusalem” to be established as the capital of the
Palestinian state as a part of the two-state solution.

T &7 “qdf TR T S-S AT & qgd Rhfoeciien Ao T AT & F 7 T
F F e T gerar i anfder am)

Ministry officials even sought to replace references of “Israel” while criticising its operations in
the West Bank and Lebanon with the less direct term “occupying power”.

HATST & AR & dve & 3R AT 7 SRS T FRATSTT AT ITATAT P THT
‘GRS oh TUTeT W e JcJaT QUeg, “IHTAHR T@A arelt AR ST ITANT et T A1 TS|

“We were very surprised as India has agreed to such language at many multilateral fora,” said
a diplomat.

Teh A1 o hgl, ‘G gl IRTATfR & Ffeh R o P SgTaar Fal o TH 37191 &
AT SAATS 81"

However, another diplomat pointed out that India had incorporated such changes during the
India-Arab League Summit held in Delhi in January 2026.

gTeTifeh, Ueh 37 TSTeIfAh o 91T foh AR of STAadl 2026 H fGeell 7 IMANTAT HRA-3R afier
e gFAe & SiIeT U deona nfAe fohu |

In bilateral statements, India stopped using the term “East Jerusalem” in 2017.
cfavala St 7 R o 2017 & “qdf FJWIEH” 2Teg FHT 3YANT g Y 2T

The MEA declined several requests for a response on whether India’s position on Palestine
was isolated at the meeting.

e HATST (MEA) & T8 T T SIhR o 1T foh & 7 fhforedisr ¥ eIk & feufa srerer-
oreraT &Y AT 7G|

“There was no change in India’s position on the Palestine issue,” a government source told
PTI news agency on Sunday.

Teh THRT G o AGGR &Y PTI FATIR Toidt 1 oy, “Refereedter 7gg w sia & Fafa &
I TG TG G E 17

Attributing the lack of consensus to sharp difference of positions among members who
are party to the conflict.

3R ggAfq i AT 1 FRoT TuY F anfAer et F T g Aqdg Iarm)
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(AN TN
Turning point

The US. is slicing away at India’s ability
to pursue an independent foreign policy

he U.S. has allowed its waiver of sanctions
T on Iran’s Chabahar port to lapse on Sun-

day (April 26), indicating that India is now
at a crossroads on how to proceed with the port
as a key connectivity initiative. Barring a belated
waiver renewal, New Delhi must choose between
accepting sanctions and abandoning its $620 mil-
lion investment, or proceeding with the project
and risk strict U.S. sanctions. India’s “start-stop”
engagement with Iran on developing a facility at
the Shahid Beheshti terminal at Chabahar goes
back decades, and Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
signed an MoU for the project in 2003. However,
U.S. pressure on India to postpone plans aimed at
stopping Iran’s nuclear programme led to con-
struction delays. The Manmohan Singh govern-
ment was unable to make much progress either,
but continued work on the Zaranj-Delaram high-
way to connect the Iran-Afghanistan border
crossing to Kabul. After the 2015 JCPOA, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government signed a
trilateral agreement with Iran and Afghanistan to
advance trade and aid via Chabahar port and a
highway into Afghanistan. Chabahar’s impor-
tance grew as ties with Pakistan deteriorated and
it restricted India’s transit access to Afghanistan.
However, fate intervened again as U.S. President
Donald Trump walked out of the JCPOA, and be-
gan a “maximum pressure” campaign against
Iran by re-implementing all sanctions. While In-
dia was forced by the U.S. to give up Iranian oil
imports, and plans for the rail line, the U.S. built a
“carve-out” for Chabahar, allowing India to send
wheat and medical supplies to Afghanistan. That
carve-out is now at an end, with the Trump admi-
nistration giving Delhi until this month to “wind-
down” its operations. Since November 2025, In-
dia has withdrawn personnel from Chabahar,
prepaid its $120 million investment commitment,
and is considering transferring its stake in the
Shahid Beheshti Terminal to an Iranian compa-
ny, with the option of returning later.

The West Asia war has complicated the situa-
tion, and it is unclear when, if ever, India will be
able to re-engage with Iran or rebuild Chabahar
after the conflict. Temporarily dropping the pro-
ject may seem pragmatic. However, Chabahar is
just one of several India’s independent decisions
that the U.S. has thwarted; there have been dik-
tats to stop buying oil from Iran, Venezuela, and
Russia. Mr. Trump has threatened sanctions on
all trade with Iran, and on BRICS grouping mem-
bers; the U.S’s seemingly insatiable demands
may also extend to India’s engagement with oth-
er countries. Giving in on Chabahar will not just
end India’s connectivity plans with Iran, Central
Asia and Afghanistan. It will damage its claims of
sovereign autonomy, and slice away its ability to
pursue an independent foreign policy.

27A. Turning point
Ao Al

e The U.S. is slicing away at India’s ability to pursue an
independent foreign policy

AN HRT &1 &TH7aT 1, T Fada fager Afa 3rgame i feam
H, AR FTIW@T &

e The U.S. has allowed its waiver of sanctions on Iran’s
Chabahar port to lapse on Sunday (April 26), indicating that
India is now at a crossroads on how to proceed with the port as
a key connectivity initiative.

VYT T HANGT o ST & AER Femg R el wfaaet §
B¢ 1 IR (26 3rier) I FATCT g &1 &, Torad FaveT THeram
¢ o $IR 319 5 FEIME F Ueh JHY FalFeiae! Ggel o & &
31T SGTel & HeH 7 Ueh Hgeaqul Al W

e Barring a belated waiver renewal, New Delhi must
choose between accepting sanctions and abandoning its $620
million investment, or proceeding with the project and risk
strict U.S. sanctions.

ITE &Y Y BT T AdIATI0T 71 BT g, Al 7S Teoell ot feraet &r
TR I 319a 620 AT steR & e = oiga ar
mﬁmmgwmmﬂmm
& e AT AT g1 |

e India’s “start-stop” engagement with Iran on developing
a facility at the Shahid Beheshti terminal at Chabahar goes
back decades, and Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee signed an
MoU for the project in 2003.

AIGER o eALE qeecl efdierer & grawr fahfad et I o 0T
o AIY SR T “Teh-&eh Y TG G2ehi el &, 3
eI 3red fagil asrdft & 2003 7 39 aRAeEr & v v
AT AT (MoU) TR gEareR fhw &

¢ However, U.S. pressure on India to postpone plans
aimed at stopping Iran’s nuclear programme led to
construction delays.

gTeliTeh, $XTeT oh YXHATO] HTAHH I Aehed oh 32T U FISTAI3
TIFAT I & FIT $TRT R AN gard F FRoT AATT 7 &

&Sl

e The Manmohan Singh government was unable to
make much progress either, but continued work on the Zaranj-
Delaram highway to connect the Iran-Afghanistan border
crossing to Kabul.

HeastgeT g TR o 31T Farlcl LT A Fehl, oAfehed 3HeT SIA-IHBaNTTEATeT TNAT T 1l &
Sset & TIT SIT-3eRIH TASTHTN TR 1A SR I |

e After the 2015 JCPOA, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government signed a trilateral
agreement with Iran and Afghanistan to advance trade and aid via Chabahar port and a

highway into Afghanistan.

2015 & JCPOA & 9T, T g A I TR & TE8R 9e39Ng 3R 3InfaedreT ds
TSTATT & ATEIH T ATIR 3R TTIAT Tolat F Tov SUA 3R 3rpanfasarT & arr ve fBgair

gagtar i)
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Chabahar’s importance grew as ties with Pakistan deteriorated and it restricted India’s transit
access to Afghanistan.

qmm$mmﬁvsﬁﬁ?mﬁmﬁwq§amm$w

IIdgR ol Agcd d¢ TAT|
However, fate intervened again as U.S. President Donald Trump walked out of the JCPOA,
and began a “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran by re-implementing all sanctions.

gretifen, T R aeell STa 3rAREY Tegufar siATes €0 5 JCPOA ¥ JTeX fshora] S0 &
FRres T8y Ffcisreit &Y Iof: @] X §U “HWhcaa gara it & fonam|
While India was forced by the U.S. to give up Iranian oil imports, and plans for the rail line,

the U.S. built a “carve-out” for Chabahar, allowing India to send wheat and medical
supplies to Afghanistan.

STET 3TARET o HR T AT el AT HR YT AT AISTAT3T 1 SIS o forT Aoty o, agt
3 TEER & AU T “ge sqaedr 9418, mwﬁmﬁwaaﬁﬂﬁsﬂ?ﬁm
Jmyfet St hr JreTAT e

That carve-out is now at an end, with the Trump administration giving Delhi until this month to
“‘wind-down” its operations.

379 Ig P AT 81 T &, 3R ¢ FRAHT o fereell h1 58 AL deh 391 TelTeled T “FATCT
FA T EAY CAT B

Since November 2025, India has withdrawn personnel from Chabahar, prepaid its $120
million investment commitment, and is considering transferring its stake in the Shahid
Beheshti Terminal to an Iranian company, with the option of returning later.

TEEY 2025 W, HRC o UINER T 3791 HATRET T aT9d Foil forar &, 379er 120 FAfee st &
forder a1 31f3reT apretet o T &, 3R stfersar & aroedy & fehed o &y el T Ueh $Xre
FYAT I gEITART et I faTR FT @I

The West Asia war has complicated the situation, and it is unclear when, if ever, India will be
able to re-engage with Iran or rebuild Chabahar after the conflict.

afdersr o geu & Feufd &l iR sifes aa1 fear 8, 3R 78 Tuse +1Eh & foh 81Ra o, Ife e,
ST o A1 T A 5[5 91w A1 HEy & §Te FGER T GelfelH 07 T qTeaT |

Temporarily dropping the project may seem pragmatic.

IRATSTAT ST ITARMT T F BISAT SATAGIR 19T Tehll g |

However, Chabahar is just one of several India’s independent decisions that the U.S. has
thwarted; there have been diktats to stop buying oil from Iran, Venezuela, and Russia.

gTelifer, ATAER 31 &5 Faaa FAvia ¥ & v § e 3 & anfera fora &, &3, daepeen, 31K
T Y T TG T Akt o fder off fywaw &

Mr. Trump has threatened sanctions on all trade with Iran, and on BRICS grouping
members; the U.S.’s seemingly insatiable demands may also extend to India’s engagement
with other countries.

AT T 7 1T & A Tl IR 3R BRICS 2t IR 8 UTAaeT ofamTet T ea7ehr &Y & 3RS Hr I
TRMTAR F&dT AT AR F 31T 2201 & I Faet ds o e hdr 81

Giving in on Chabahar will not just end India’s connectivity plans with Iran, Central Asia
and Afghanistan.

IIEER W NS §AT haol 50T, TET TRIAT 3R 37T F 1T HRA T FaATFeaer
QISTAT3T T FHATCT AT FHLIM|

It will damage its claims of sovereign autonomy, and slice away its ability to pursue an
independent foreign policy.

TE SHHT AGHHIAF FATARAT  CTal Y ehdTeT T AR 3T Faer faeer =fifer ety Hr
&THAT T T T S|
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Trump’s hubris and the cost to the world order

he Chambers Dictionary describes

hubris as insolence, arrogance, and

overconfidence that can lead to

disaster or ruin. The moot question is
whether this description fits the actions and
personality of United States President Donald
Trump. To many, if not most people, it would
seem an apt description of the 47th President of
the U.S. who, in his second term, seems intent on
completing the unfinished tasks of his first, and in
amanner that leaves no one in any doubt about
his narcissistic attributes. To some, this may
appear too harsh a judgment, but considering
reactions from across the globe, the majority
would agree.

Mr. Trump’s actions at the beginning of this
year in Venezuela, followed by his shenanigans in
‘West Asia,suggest that he fully comprehends
what he is doing. His supporters even cite
historical precedents to justify his actions. They
refuse to accept that all this only confirms the rise
of the ‘illiberal international’, which is reshaping
the global order today.

A false reading of victory

Wars usually tend to be fought in the belief that
one side will come out victorious. In West Asia
today, the situation conforms to the adage that
not all wars need to have a winner. A ‘no win
fragile peace’ in West Asia should ordinarily be a
humbling experience for anyone, but Mr. Trump
is intent on brandishing the claim that he has
virtually eclipsed Iran. Higher levels of bombast
cannot, however, obscure the reality that while
Iran has suffered, it still stands tall though
bruised. The Pakistan moderated truce talks in
Islamabad have, meanwhile, provided a fig leaf
for a truce of sorts and an opportunity to
continue negotiations without either side having
to prove its claims of victory.

Mr. Trump’s folly of launching a war on a
Friday/Saturday, hoping to force a result in his
favour by Monday morning, has since been
proven wrong. Spurred, perhaps, by his success
in Venezuela, and driven by a delusion to win a
Nobel Peace Prize by preventing another world
war, Mr. Trump appears to see victory in every
twist and turn of events in West Asia today. His
occasional claims to peace having returned to the
region appear increasingly hallucinating rather
than real.

From Israel’s point of view, a ceasefire on
terms that have not achieved its objective of
destroying Iran’s war machine carries little
meaning. That this should be so, even after the
U.S. had joined the war on its side, would be even
more hurtful, but it has little option but to go
along. A major worry is that if the impression
were to gain ground that, having launched a war

[
M.K. Nmyan:m
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a former National
Security Adviser,
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West Bengal

The West Asia
conflict has
exposed the
disruptive
leadership style
of the United
States President

to end all wars, it has now been reduced to being
a nursemaid to a faltering peace, it would be
highly damaging to its image and future.

As of now, there appear to be no victors or
losers in a conflict ‘manufactured’ by Israel, and
sustained by the U.S. If anything, suspicions have
grown about Israel’s role overall, as also about its
manipulative skills, leading to a ‘credibility gap’
across the region. The role of the U.S. asa
guarantor and guardian of many Arab States,
including provision of a nuclear umbrella, also
stands diminished. It is too early to assess how
this would fundamentally alter power equations
across the region.

Military leaders often declare deadlines to
finish campaigns. Mr. Trump is, perhaps, the first
civilian overlord to announce deadlines and
determine victories, often randomly and without
justification. This war has witnessed a series of
announcements by Mr. Trump about the end of
the war in West Asia as also several
announcements of victory, leading to an ‘Alice in
‘Wonderland’ scenario. Meanwhile, hundreds
have lost their lives on account of an unnecessary
conflict, and several thousand have been
rendered homeless.

Modern war realities

One lesson to learn from the conflict — something
that is less known and often overlooked - is how
smaller armies can ‘best’ major powers by
employing low cost effective weapons and tactics.
Further, overestimating the strength of powerful
allies — by Israel in respect of the U.S. — could
prove a costly mistake. Iran might have been
battered, but any belief that this would result in
the dismantling of Iran’s network of proxy militia,
has clearly been belied. What has accompanied
this is the deep suspicion — across the region, and
also in the West and elsewhere — about Israel’s
Machiavellian tactics and policies of
misinformation.

The failure of the Pakistan-mediated ceasefire
talks held from early April in Islamabad raised the
spectre of a fresh round of unbridled violence,
with the U.S. President at one stage even
threatening to erase Iran from the face of the
earth. Yet, even as all bets were off on what to
expect at the end of the two-week-long ceasefire,
Mr. Trump pulled another rabbit out of his hat.
As the world waited with concern at the grim
prospect of a further escalation of a needless war,
Mr. Trump announced that he was acceding to
Pakistan’s request and announced an indefinite
extension of the ceasefire.

Mr. Trump’s logic in acquiescing to Pakistan’s
request and endorsing the need to give Tehran’s
leadership more time to prepare a proper end to
the war would have been praiseworthy, had it not

Trump’s hubris and the cost to the world order

emanated from anyone other than the present
incumbent of the White House, who is known for
his mood swings. Notwithstanding the rickety
ceasefire prospects, hopes have arisen that an
all-out war has been avoided for now. Iran,
however, is acting as a “spoiler’, seizing some
ships in the Strait of Hormuz. There is also no
clarity on the date or even the likelihood of the
next round of U.S.-Iran talks.

The ceasefire does provide some breathing
space for now. What is significant is the fact that a
war initiated by Israel has since changed colour,
with Israel’s role becoming peripheral. The focus
has shifted to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
and on determining who has the authority to
impose a blockade of international waters. In
1507, a Portuguese admiral took control over the
Strait of Hormuz, turning it into a
customs-controlled port that levied duties on
passing trade. Mr. Trump is now exploiting this
anachronism to turn it into a global chokepoint,
imposing a naval blockade, and threatening the
free flow of oil across the Strait. Given the
unpredictability of his thought processes,
nothing can be said as to how long the latest
ceasefire would last, but his assertion that Tehran
must never have a nuclear weapon, nor make or
obtain one, would seem to suggest that the
current ceasefire is likely at best tobe a
temporary one.

Pakistan’s role

What is possibly most galling for India is the
emergence of Pakistan as a conciliator — or to use
Mr. Trump’s phrase “an indispensable broker” as
far as the conflict is concerned. Even as Mr.
Trump seeks to garner all the glory, proclaiming
that he has been able to stave-off the 10th major
war of his times, Pakistan’s role and its influence
is witnessing an upswing. The turn of the wheel
whereby Pakistan rather than India helped
negotiate peace, is likely to make India unhappy,
but this is the reality as of today. The special
relationship between Field Marshal Asim Munir
of Pakistan and the U.S. President is different
from the usual cozying up of Pakistani generals
with U.S. Presidents in the past, and this has
helped shape Pakistan’s emergence as a
peacemaker that cannot be wished away. What
should also not be lost sight of is that, of late,
Pakistan has successfully managed to project
itself as a net ‘security guarantor’ for the Islamic
world. In the circumstances, India must tread
lightly. It may be something that India had not
bargained for, but any attempt at this time to
denigrate Pakistan and Asim Munir’s role could
prove counterproductive. Patience has been
India’s sublime virtue, and this is the time for
India to exercise it in full measure.

The Chambers Dictionary describes hubris as insolence, arrogance, and overconfidence
that can lead to disaster or ruin.

AFa el & ITAR T (3EFN) &1 372 3esar, ues 3R e fies seataeary § S
fO=Ter AT I T FHRUT g7 ThdT ¢ |

To many, if not most people, it would seem an apt description of the 47th President of the
U.S. who, in his second term, seems intent on completing the unfinished tasks of his first, and
in a manner that leaves no one in any doubt about his narcissistic attributes.

3ifRreter ohatt & forw ag g Uer AR & 478 Tsgafar 1 e quie Yolid g &, Si 319=)
IR Tl H Ugel RISl & LY 1T Sl G et & [T Ficaeyr o 8, 3R 38 v o

3oTh HTCHHFY VN R IS HF AT BTl

To some, this may appear too harsh a judgment, but considering reactions from across the
globe, the majority would agree.

TS Wl I T JHTehelal HOR 3T Hhell &, mﬁea’m#mmmﬁﬁmgtf
31TRRTeT ST 398 FEH aiel |
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Mr. Trump’s actions at the beginning of this year in Venezuela, followed by his shenanigans
in West Asia, suggest that he fully comprehends what he is doing.

58 Y T BT A AT H A ¢7 A AT AR 38 a1 qfvas vfiar 7 3o
aifafaferat T gffch 8§ o 3 ot g wosra § fr I Far e @ 8

They refuse to accept that all this only confirms the rise of the ‘illiberal international’, which
is reshaping the global order today.

q I FIHR el W SHR A § [ Tg T haol ‘HIGR AW sqaEqT & 387 h gt
FIATE, ST 37T AR SHTEAT Y IoF: IR & W 6

A false reading of victory (TasTr ¥ IreTd eaTEd)

Wars usually tend to be fought in the belief that one side will come out victorious.
el AR W) 5 f49aTe o AU of3 ST & foh Teh et farera gham |

In West Asia today, the situation conforms to the adage that not all wars need to have a
winner.

317oT afar T 7 el 5@ dhgrad & 3176T & fob @l geut & fasiar g1 3masge et gra

A ‘no win fragile peace’ in West Asia should ordinarily be a humbling experience for anyone,
but Mr. Trump is intent on brandishing the claim that he has virtually eclipsed Iran.

qfREH TRIAT & 4T St B ATl At AT ot o forw faemar 3iejsra gl =g, eifeher
Y ¢ g a7 6T X 372 § T Iogiel oTarHeT ST ) N ol e Bl

The role of the U.S. as a guarantor and guardian of many Arab States, including provision of
a nuclear umbrella, also stands diminished.

g I ST & EeTeh 3R AR & 9 H, THe qIATO] GI&T 7 Talel el o enffer g,
ARG 1 $fFHT o FHN g8 R

It is too early to assess how this would fundamentally alter power equations across the
region.

TG 3Tehelel et 378 STeaaTel g1al foh S &1 & AfFa Hoe e TR Hel T & Ferel
SITCTT|

Military leaders often declare deadlines to finish campaigns.

e AT IFE ATATAT I FACT FA & o0 FAF-HAT T - E

Mr. Trump is, perhaps, the first civilian overlord to announce deadlines and determine
victories, often randomly and without justification.

AT T FHAA: Tgel AR ATHF & off TAT-FAT T Hid & 3R faora FeiRg wwa §,
e o ol b & 3R S faa w9 91

This war has witnessed a series of announcements by Mr. Trump about the end of the war in
West Asia as also several announcements of victory, leading to an ‘Alice in Wonderland’
scenario.

58 Jeu & 4 €9 gary uftes vl # geur gArtd 3R &S aR fasr i aivomd 2@ 1S €,
fored wfer g7 dexels’ SRl R seuet g8 21

Meanwhile, hundreds have lost their lives on account of an unnecessary conflict, and several
thousand have been rendered homeless.

g §1, Teh 3TT9Teh HOY & HRUT JhsT aalt T 31T 315 & 31 §SIRT Ser Se &) v g

Modern war realities (3Tefes Jgur #r aeafaFHamn)

One lesson to learn from the conflict — something that is less known and often overlooked —
is how smaller armies can ‘best’ major powers by employing low cost effective weapons
and tactics.

SH T § Teh HEcaquT Heeh — SiY el AT 3R 3R 3eTed foham Sirar s — e g i ol
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[ATY FH HH AR arer T FFAART 3R oAt 1 3uaher s 99) AfFaat FF Wed e
THhcr gl

In 1507, a Portuguese admiral took control over the Strait of Hormuz, turning it into a
customs-controlled port that levied duties on passing trade.

1507 #, Teh YeraTTell TSTAR o glefeT STorsaeaey W g1 &Y fordm 3R 58 veh gewh-frdfya
qETATE A Seel &2, STeT IR aTel SATIR R T S3TTAT STIelT AT

What is possibly most galling for India is the emergence of Pakistan as a conciliator — or to
use Mr. Trump’s phrase “an indispensable broker” as far as the conflict is concerned.

AR & TIT THIT: T 31T GISIerae a1d I8 & Toh TIfehedTel Ueh FEITY oh §T H 3T g —
7 4 €9 & ree] H, TuY & Tl & “Ueh e Aeqey” & §9 H|

The special relationship between Field Marshal Asim Munir of Pakistan and the U.S.
President is different from the usual cozying up of Pakistani generals with U.S. Presidents in

the past, and this has helped shape Pakistan’s emergence as a peacemaker that cannot be
wished away.

IRECTe & hies Areter 3t FAR 3R AR Isgufer & e faQy arer 3rcfi & arfehedreir
SeTell 3R 3ARFT Tseufaat & i AT Adedr & e &, 3R 53 urfehedret & v T
ITA-TAATAT & & 7 39T & TEIAT T & T ASRIIGTST 78T 1T ST TehelT|

What should also not be lost sight of is that, of late, Pakistan has successfully managed to
project itself as a net ‘security guarantor’ for the Islamic world.

g 8 STl & AT TRV T §Tel & qoTT & Tifohecllel o T 1 $TaTt g & foIv veh T
G AR o & H Fheldgah TEId haT |

In the circumstances, India must tread lightly.

o1 IRIEUTTAT #, 3R T Faer=hgde Hes o1 AR

It may be something that India had not bargained for, but any attempt at this time to denigrate
Pakistan and Asim Munir’s role could prove counterproductive.

g O YT g Hehdl & Toraehy (TR & 319eT 7781 hr oY, ifehet 57 F&g TrferedrT 3T /A
HAR T AT T HHAT 3Tehet T IS 3 TATH Ticlehel TROMH & HehelT B

Patience has been India’s sublime virtue, and this is the time for India to exercise it in full
measure.

& 9T T Ueh FeTeT 0T QT &, 3R Ig a8 FHI § S

N. Ireland police suspect dissident  sre ar=e oo 1 & 37 AR

republicans in latest car bombing

27A. N. Ireland police suspect dissident
republicans in latest car bombing

3l 3RS gfaw &1 grfaar FR a7 fAewie
# srvqee Rufeasal X w3

¢ Northern Ireland police said on Sunday they
suspect dissident republicans could be behind an
overnight car bomb attack outside a police station
near Belfast.

3 meels gfere & YA @1 Fer B 308 wiE &
Fruse Rufeaee derdree & ar Ueh Yo T &

Northern Ireland police said on Sunday they suspect dissident . -
mmﬁgtrmammas%am%l

republicans could be behind an overnight car bomb attack outside
a police station near Belfast. Politicians denounced the incident,
with First Minister Michelle O’Neill from the pro-Irish Sinn Fein party

e Politicians denounced the incident, with First
Minister Michelle O’Neill from the pro-lrish Sinn Fein

saying those behind the attack “speak for absolutely no one”. Arp party saying those behind the attack “speak for

absolutely no one”.
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Pragmatism, not patriotism, pushes
young Lithuanians to military service

VILNIUS

Outside a high school class-
room in Vilnius, several
students look apprehen-
sive as they discuss their
looming futures — universi-
ty, the job market and, for
many of them, serving in
the military.

In their final year of high
school, all are on the brink
of Lithuania’s newly-re-
formed draft policy, ex-
panded to make all 18- to
22-year-old men who pass
a health check eligible, as
the small neighbour of
Russia and Belarus seeks to
deter any aggression from
Moscow.

While authorities praise
young people’s patriotism,
eligible men say they need
more government support
as they prepare to serve.

Lithuania’s new draft policy makes men aged 18 to 22 who pass a
health check-up eligible for military enrolment. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

“Those younger people
will have to defend our
country, and to be able to
motivate them is impor-
tant, so they feel encour-
aged to join the military,”
Valentinas, an 18-year-old
high school student, told
AFP.

This policy, initially im-

plemented in 2014 after
the Russian occupation of
Crimea, has expanded sev-
eral times since the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022.

At the start of this year,
the draft list grew from
3,500 people to 5,000.
Previous exceptions to the

policy, such as those for
students in higher educa-
tion, were removed.

Lithuania’s Defence Mi-
nistry is confident its
young people are eager to
defend their country.

But many potential draf-
tees worry the military
draft might disrupt their
future plans.

“This year I wouldn’t
want to go,” Dominikas, 18,
told AFP. “If 1 was to get
drafted, it would mess up
the rhythm of education,
and that would be a pro-
blem”. Vykintas, 18, a class-
mate, admitted he volun-
teered, but not out of overt
enthusiasm for service.
“I'm not really excited for
the military, but I also vo-
lunteered for it because I
think it’s better to just do it
after school and be free
with it,” he told AFP.

27A. Pragmatism, not patriotism, pushes young Lithuanians to military service

SATaeIRF T, o f Sererfdar, gar frganfaard ot 6t der Jar Fr i Ra F A 8

Outside a high school classroom in Vilnius, several students look apprehensive as they
discuss their looming futures — university, the job market and, for many of them, serving in
the military.

Rraforaa 1 v 818 Tohol a7 & A1, S o Rfad fGaa § #2if & 3r9e 31t arer sifasy —
farafacarer, Aled SToR 3R 307 & &8 & fov A7 Fa1 — RIAT FWE 2

In their « nal year of high school, all are on the brink of Lithuania’s newly-reformed draft
policy, expanded to make all 18- to 22-year-old men who pass a health check eligible, as
the small neighbour of Russia and Belarus seeks to deter any aggression from Moscow.

BTS Tl & 3701 3T 9 71, welt foryanfaran i 78 wenfdra st ifar F For R §, o 5@
e TaEaTRe fanam aram & T Fareey Sirer o &) arel |eft 18 & 22 ¥ & 999 = &1, F4iieh
T 3 IR T ST TSI AT T R 8t TR dT St AehalT TTEAT &1

While authorities praise young people’s patriotism, eligible men say they need more
government support as they prepare to serve.

STET RIS JaT3it T Gerstire 1 TG XA 8, T6T ITF TEY FEd § 1o aT Y AR Lt
THY 3¢ 31TF IR FAST FT JETHAT ¢ |
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e “Those younger people will have to defend our country, and to be able to motivate them is
important, so they feel encouraged to join the military,” Valentinas, an 18-year-old high
school student, told AFP.

“3eT JaT STl T AR G2 T 8T et g9, 3R 3§ IR AT Hgeaqol & oiifeh I Jell & et
g1 & ToT Scaried Heqd Y, Fafeeary, veh 18 a¥i §1$ Thel ©TF o AFP T S|

e This policy, initially implemented in 2014 after the Russian occupation of Crimea, has
expanded several times since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

Ig A, TS ggell IR 2014 # HFAAT o Tl Froat & ST @19 foharm I1m 2T, 2022 H Jghel W

qof daTeY & TR & TG S TR TR B 7S B
e At the start of this year, the draft list grew from 3,500 people to 5,000.
58 gy T e3fd &, a7eft g 3,500 efrt & FgHT 5,000 &1 TS|

e Previous exceptions to the policy, such as those for students in higher education, were
removed.

=g AIfd & ggor ST 10 319are, ST 3o e & ol & fov, ger fguw g

¢ Lithuania’s Defence Ministry is cone dent its young people are eager to defend their
country.

For 3o 7 et FATerr 3MeaEd & foh 38 ar 319e) er i 8T & fow 3cge ¢
e But many potential draftees worry the military draft might disrupt their future plans.

et S TaTad et 3erigar &fAa € o S a1clt 3o1ah sifasyr i Aratemnait &l arferd &

gl gl
e “This year | wouldn’t want to go,” Dominikas, 18, told AFP.
svaéﬁma%‘ra@n ARAfAFI, 18, 7 AFP F F@TT|

o “If I was to get drafted, it would mess up the rhythm of education, and that would be a
problem”.

magsisq?ﬁﬁmw ar ag AL 16T Hr o= 1 TS g9, 3R T U gHEAT gef)”

e Vykintas, 18, a classmate, admitted he volunteered, but not out of overt enthusiasm for
service.

RAfferd, 18, I 3T TeUTS &, & TAFHR fhaT T 30T TaIAAT T, aifeheT TaT & Uid 3+

3CHTE & HROT g |
o “I'm not really excited for the military, but | also volunteered for it because | think it’s better to
just do it after school and be free with it,” he told AFP.

“H ArEad A el & T Scaried el §, Afehet Aol 57k foIw Tazdar o i F2ifeh 73y orar®
T Tl & STe 3 Y olelT 9 ¢ 3 T ST FeF g1 STTe,” 38T AFP &l Il

GS
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e fAST F T 3T 3T & @T & 9 7 7
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New Zealand, India to sign free trade pact
today; tariffs to be removed on all exports

T.C.A. Sharad Ra;
NEW DELHI

India and New Zealand will
on Monday sign a Free
Trade Agreement that will
remove tariffs on 100% of
India’s exports to New Zea-
land, and either sharply re-
duce or remove tariffs on
95% of current imports
from that country.

Commerce Minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Saturday
took to social media to wel-
come Todd McClay, New
Zealand’s Minister for
Trade & Investment, to
New Delhi, ahead of the
signing of the pact.

“As we approach the
#IndiaNZFTA signing on
April 27th, his visit marks a
defining moment in our bi-
lateral journey, reflecting
the trust, shared values,
and common vision that
underpin our partnership
for sustainable economic

Union Minister Piyush Goyal welcomes Todd McClay, New Zealand’s
Minister for Trade and Investment on Friday. X/@PIYUSHGOYAL

growth, driving prosperity
for both our nations,” he
said.

India’s exports to New
Zealand grew 32.1% in
2024-25 to $711.1 million,
the latest full financial year
for which there is data. Im-
ports from New Zealand
grew 75.2% to $587.1 mil-
lion over the same period.

The deal will provide In-
dia with immediate duty-
free access on 100% of ta-
riff lines. This is down from
the 10% tariff New Zealand
currently levies on about
450 tariff lines that India
exports, including textiles
and apparel products,
leather and headgear, ce-
ramics, carpets, and auto

mobiles and auto compo-
nents. On average, New
Zealand levied a tariff of
2.2% in 2025, which will
come down to zero under
the agreement.

The pact between the
countries is one of the fas-
test-negotiated trade
agreements that India has
entered into, with negotia-
tions being announced in
March 2025 and conclud-
ing in December.

India has also managed
to keep several items out of
the FTA, including all dairy
products such as milk,
cream, whey, yoghurt, and
cheese, animal products
other than sheep meat, ve-
getable products such as
onions, chana, peas, corn,
and almonds, sugar, artifi-
cial honey, animal, vegeta-
ble or microbial fats and
oils, arms and ammuni-
tion, gems and jewellery,
and copper and alumini-

um and their products.

The FTA includes a pro-
vision wherein New Zea-
land will invest $20 billion
in India over 15 years.

The deal also includes
provisions relating to the
mobility of working profes-
sionals and students. In-
dian students can work up
to 20 hours per week while
studying in New Zealand,
with extended post-study
work visas.

India has offered New
Zealand exporters market
access in 70.03% of the ta-
riff lines with 30% of these
lines seeing tariffs being
immediately removed
while the rest will see a
phased removals or
reductions.

According to the New
Zealand government, 95%
of the country’s current ex-
ports will see tariffs either
reduced to zero or sharply
reduced.

27A. New Zealand, India to sign free trade pact today; tariffs to be removed on
all exports

TS, SR 3ToT FFd SATIR AT T gEanar Far; Foft fagial o SRw gerw
TG

e New Zealand, India signed a Free Trade Agreement today.

o IO RN R Tt BV ey SR b 38 S3RgREEMERT that will remove tariffs
on 100% of India’s exports to New Zealand, and either sharply reduce or remove tariffs on
95% of current imports from that country.

HRA 3R 7gaiTels THTR HT Teh FFd SR FAFAIA T AT HLT ST /R & 100% faarat
9 ERE FATT FHT 31T 39 220 T 371 aTor 95% HTATAT 9X TR FT Fo AT FATCT FHL9T

e Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal on Saturday took to social media to welcome Todd
McClay, New Zealand’s Minister for Trade & Investment, to New Delhi, ahead of the
signing of the pact.

afore #f Ny M F ATAaR 1 Aerer ASAT ) T3 AFa, 7Goiols & 3 va e w7, 7
1§ feeal 3 FareTd fonam, FASHT IR EFdTER § ggel|

o “As we approach the #IndiaNZFTA signing on April 27th, his visit marks a defining moment
in our bilateral journey, reflecting the trust, shared values, and common vision that
underpin our partnership for sustainable economic growth, driving prosperity for both our
nations,” he said.

SogleYy FET, ‘S-SR 87 27 3T Y #IndiaNZFTA €18 Y 30R 9 W &, 37T 17 g8
efauafra amaT v Hgeaqut &10T &, St frearw, wmen e 3k A gfe # griich &, S gAR

Fad 3w s & [T Argiel & #eTea s & A et Gt T Feefer i der §1”

e India’s exports to New Zealand grew 32.1% in 2024-25 to $711.1 million, the latest full
financial year for which there is data.
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FiTels &Y HR T 2T 2024-25 7 32.1% FgaT $711.1 FAfATeT g aram, St s¥elietas ot
el o &7 317eRaT &1

Imports from New Zealand grew 75.2% to $587.1 million over the same period.

38T 3 7 = ggiels & AT 75.2% T $587.1 fafaaer g1 aram|

The deal will provide India with immediate duty-free access on 100% of tariff lines.

TE FASIT HRA T 100% R A=Al I T Yeh-AFT g Telol HT|

This is down from the 10% tariff New Zealand currently levies on about 450 tariff lines that

India exports, including textiles and apparel products, leather and headgear, ceramics,
carpets, and automobiles and auto components.

IE TAATT H ~GNTelS GIART ST STTe ATel FATET 450 SR ATFaAt WX 10% NE & FA 8, otot
TFHeTsd, IRYTH, 93!, g5, e, Feie 3 e 7 3ife) adw anfa g

On average, New Zealand levied a tariff of 2.2% in 2025, which will come down to zero under
the agreement.

3T, =getols o 2025 7 2.29% R ST 4T, St 50 FASHA & dgd Y &Y S|

The pact between the countries is one of the fastest-negotiated trade agreements that
India has entered into, with negotiations being announced in March 2025 and concluding in
December.

I FHASIAT IR GaRT fohT 31T FaA A 1T aTe SATIR WA H & Toh g, foraeh! aradid
AT 2025 7 [F g3 3R R 7 T g5

India has also managed to keep several items out of the FTA, including all dairy products
such as milk, cream, whey, yoghurt, and cheese, animal products other than sheep meat,
vegetable products such as onions, chana, peas, corn, and almonds, sugar, artificial

honey, animal, vegetable or microbial fats and oils, arms and ammunition, gems and
jewellery, and copper and aluminium and their products.

HRC o1 g TEIHT I FTA T SgT I & $ff Fthorar urs &, Toietet Felr 33 3cu1e Sidy g, e,
=2, &8 3R TelR, A3 & ATH FY BIFHT I 9Y 3¢9TE, TS, Tel, HX, HFHT 3R A& S8
Tt 3cue, delt, AT Ee, 9, Feafd a1 geasia aar 3R, §aR 3k Mer-are,
et 3R ey, T arET R vefAfAwe 3R 3o 3cure A B

The FTA includes a provision wherein New Zealand will invest $20 billion in India over 15
years.

FTA & Ueh JTatiTeT SMTA & foeh d6c =ggitels 15 aut 7 siRa 7 $20 faforaer &1 fader s

The deal also includes provisions relating to the mobility of working professionals and
students.

=T gASd 7 FEARre AR 3T BTt A rfaehedar & Fefaa gaer o anfae €

Indian students can work up to 20 hours per week while studying in New Zealand, with
extended post-study work visas.

R BT =afels 7 TgrS 3 N1l HoaTg # 20 6 T 1A T Tohol &, TTY & I & a1
Rraia a& e Aeem)

India has offered New Zealand exporters market access in 70.03% of the tariff lines with
30% of these lines seeing tariffs being immediately removed while the rest will see
phased removals or reductions.

R & gghels & et T 70.03% R AEal # AR Tg & &, 731 & 30% amgett
i SR geran Simeen, Siafs arht 7 axvragy FH ar g gl

According to the New Zealand government, 95% of the country’s current exports will see
tariffs either reduced to zero or sharply reduced.

Tgiels BIHR & IHTAR, 32 & 95% T fraal ot 2R a1 at e foram Srwam ar Freh
& T srea|
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Modi hails India’s strides
in nuclear, wind energy

Prime Minister says civil nuclear programme has greatly helped different sectors; highlights that

the country now ranks fourth in world in wind energy capacity; calls for Census participation

T.C.A. Sharad havan
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday hailed the

achievement of criticality
in the fast breeder nuclear
reactor at Kalpakkam in
Tamil Nadu as a “historic
milestone in India’s nu-
clear energy journey”.

During his monthly
Mann ki Baat address, the
Prime Minister focused on
India’s nuclear and renew-
able energy efforts, as well
as on various nature con-
servation initiatives being
undertaken across the
country.

He also urged citizens to
take part in the Census
2027 enumeration process,
saying the data collected
were “completely secure,
kept confidential, and pro-
tected with digital
security”.

Nuclear pride

“India’s civil nuclear pro-
gramme has greatly helped
everyone from agriculture
to modern innovators,” Mr.
Modi said. “Friends, just a
few days ago, our nuclear
scientists enhanced India’s
pride with another major
achievement. The fast
breeder reactor in Kalpak-
kam, Tamil Nadu, has
achieved criticality.”

He further explained
that “criticality’ is the stage
in which a reactor success-
fully executes a self-sus-
taining nuclear chain reac-

®

[T -

g

The national Census is
not just a government
: i. job. It is the responsibility of
L f all of us. Your participation is
crucial. The information you

= | provide is completely secure, kept
~+  confidential, and protected with
4’ - digital security. Let us all
participate in this process.
Make Census 2027 a success
NARENDRA MODI
\ - Prime Minister

tion for the first time.

“This stage signifies the
reactor entering the opera-
tional phase,” Mr. Modi
said.

“This is a historic miles-
tone in India’s nuclear
energy journey. And im-
portantly, this nuclear
reactor is built entirely

with indigenous
technology.”
Strides in wind energy

The Prime Minister also
spoke about India’s wind
energy sector, saying that
the country had recently
achieved a major miles-
tone with wind energy gen-
eration capacity exceeding
56 gigawatts (GW). He said
that, in the past one year,
about 6 GW of new capaci-
ty had been added.

“India is progressing ra-
pidly in wind energy and
the world is also looking to-
wards us,” he asserted.
“Today India ranks fourth
in the world in wind ener-
gy capacity. This is the
hard work of our engi-

neers, this is the diligence
of our youth, this is a sym-
bol of the collective will-
power of the nation.”

Mr. Modi noted that sev-
eral States in India such as
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Mah-
arashtra, and Rajasthan,
were leading the charge in
this sector.

“In areas like Kutch, Pa-
tan, and Banaskantha in
Gujarat, where previously
only deserts were visible,
large renewable energy
parks are now being built,”
he said. “Youth are benefit-
ing from this, creating new
opportunities, developing
new skills, and opening up
new avenues for
employment.”

Crucial Census
Mr. Modi also spoke about
the Census 2027 data col-
lection process under way
in the country, calling it the
world’s largest Census.
“Friends, the national
Census is not just a govern-
ment job,” he said. “It is
the responsibility of all of

27A. Modi hails India’s strides in nuclear, wind energy

HIEY F 7R HT GATI] AR gaeT FaAl 7 arfer o qwga Ay

us. Your participation is
crucial. The information
you provide is completely
secure, kept confidential,
and protected with digital
security. Let us all partici-
pate in this process. Make
Census 2027 a success.”

He further explained
that Census 2027 had been
made digital, with all infor-
mation recorded directly
in digital form by workers
going door-to-door using a
mobile app.

“This time your partici-
pation in the Census has al-
so been made easier; you
can enter your information
yourself,” Mr. Modi ex-
plained. “This facility will
open for you 15 days before
the worker’s arrival. You
can enter the information
as per your convenience.
When you complete the
process, you receive a spe-
cial ID . This ID will be sent
to your mobile or email.
Later, when the worker vi-
sits your home, you can
verify the information by
showing this ID.”

This process, he added,
eliminated the need to en-
ter information again, the-
reby saving time and sim-
plifying the process.

“In States where self-en-
umeration has been com-
pleted, Census staff have
also begun the work of list-
ing households,” Mr. Modi
said.

“So far, the house listing
of approximately 12 million
families has been complet-
ed,” he added.

The Prime Minister says the civil nuclear programme has greatly helped different sectors.
mﬁﬁm%mﬁ?mmﬁﬁfﬁmﬁaﬁa@wq@m%l
Highlights that the country now ranks fourth in the world in wind energy capacity.

3egiel ST foh GeT 379 AT Frolt &TAaT A gforam & =i T W R
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Calls for Census participation.

Sogiel STSTITOTAT & HINERY T TEdTe fhaT|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday hailed the achievement of criticality in the fast
breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu as a “historic milestone in India’s
nuclear energy journey”.

Wﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁﬂ?@ﬂ?mﬁ PIEC ST T Nuded #
frfTerel &1 3ueiers sl “HRA S GRATI] St AT 3 AfcgTiies Hier i Ty gar|

During his monthly Mann ki Baat address, the Prime Minister focused on India’s nuclear and
renewable energy efforts, as well as on various nature conservation initiatives being
undertaken across the country.

379 HITEh Hel Y 1T FIL H TUTAHAT o HRT oh GATY] 3R AdIAIONT Fioil TITET o A1Y-
Y SRR H Tl TET T TIETOT Igel I €T il T

He also urged citizens to take part in the Census 2027 enumeration process.

3egle ARG & SFAMOTAT 2027 1 UfehAT & 19T oY 1 oY 371318 fomam|

Saying the data collected were completely secure, kept confidential, and protected with
digital security.

3egiet heT foh TehfacT ST gl avE GuiaTd, IMuey 3R Bforee geam & wiaa 81

Nuclear pride
WA IR

“India’s civil nuclear programme has greatly helped everyone from agriculture to modern
innovators,” Mr. Modi said.

R T AR AT FTIHH HY A AR I feeh Aal-aent oeh @M T gl Heg Pl 8,
A FEY = |

“Friends, just a few days ago, our nuclear scientists enhanced India’s pride with another
major achievement.

‘T, o & Tger & AR TRAT A=Teenl o Teh R TS 3ueiets & R 1 aka seram g1
The fast breeder reactor in Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, has achieved criticality.”

AfAeITs & Fedama H Bree st Ruaed o riewfadt grcd s e 31

He further explained that ‘criticality’ is the stage in which a reactor successfully executes a
self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction for the first time.

3egiet 3T I o ‘fehfearfordY ag sraear § fows Rusret ugel IR Ahediqds w&ad Hafold
YIATOT @ AfRfHAT R

“This stage signifies the reactor entering the operational phase,” Mr. Modi said.

“Ig TIXOT NUFEI & FATAT GX0T  JaLT I geifarg,” 4 A ¥ Fgll

“This is a historic milestone in India’s nuclear energy journey.

“Tg R T IAI St AT H Tah WfcrgiTfe Hier 7 g g1

And importantly, this nuclear reactor is built entirely with indigenous technology.”

R gyl o1 Ig § o I8 Ruder gl oie Tl asFells @ = g1”

Strides in wind energy

qae ST A warfa

The Prime Minister also spoke about India’s wind energy sector.
JUTAHAT o HRA & IdeT Foll 419 o aR H &7 a1 7|

Saying that the country had recently achieved a major milestone with wind energy generation
capacity exceeding 56 gigawatts (GW).
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3ogiel el foh 2T o Tl &1 & 56 INIImare (GW) I 31T TaeT Fail 3T &7 dT &liiel Y Th

3T HieT T TR ured fhar gl
He said that, in the past one year, about 6 GW of new capacity had been added.

3egiel e foh Mool Ueh a¥ & 913797 6 GW S &7HdT SeY TS &1

“India is progressing rapidly in wind energy and the world is also looking towards us,” he
asserted.

3eglel hgl, “HRd Ydel Soil 7 ol ¥ YaTfel oY TgT & 3R gferam off gARy iR S @ &1
“Today India ranks fourth in the world in wind energy capacity.

“3TST $TRA TaieT FoiT &THT 3 gfarar 7 I vurer g1

This is the hard work of our engineers, this is the diligence of our youth, this is a symbol of the
collective willpower of the nation.”

Ig GAR SN ToIaRT T AgeTd, §HR JaT3HT T oraTeT 3R Trsg 1 Arefeeh georeriera o1 Tl g1

Mr. Modi noted that several States in India such as Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan were leading the charge in this sector.

A AT 7 gl o AR & S Tod S TR, ATAATS, FAFRTSE AR TTEUTT 54 &7 A 3rroh
gl

“In areas like Kutch, Patan, and Banaskantha in Gujarat, where previously only deserts
were visible, large renewable energy parks are now being built,” he said.

Segiel Shgl, “FTS, e 3 TATEHIST o 8137 &, ST8l Igo shaol IEars fe@s ¢ &, 39 e
TR FolT ITeh §=I1T ST | 217

“Youth are benefiting from this, creating new opportunities, developing new skills, and
opening up new avenues for employment.”

“ZaT SHY ofedd g1 T6 8, AT e §a1 ¢ &, w10 hierel [ 7 3¢ & 3R USTIR o v
TEI AR Bl

Crucial Census

Agcaqul STeaToTeA

Mr. Modi also spoke about the Census 2027 data collection process under way in the
country.

AT AET A SA F T TG FAANUTAT 2027 32T I TfehaT & IR 7 87 91 |
Calling it the world’s largest Census.

3 gferaT hr T TS STATOTAT AT

“Friends, the national Census is not just a government job,” he said.

“It is the responsibility of all of us.

“Ig &H Tl 1 FAERI g1

Your participation is crucial.

3T HIMERY Sg Fgea ol &

The information you provide is completely secure, kept confidential, and protected with digital
security.

TR &Y 978 SAAHNT T g GLIaId, Moty 3R Feforeer gearm & wrfara g
Let us all participate in this process.

TSV gH T3l 38 UTshaT H 19T of|

Make Census 2027 a success.”

STTITOTAT 2027 T el ST |

He further explained that Census 2027 had been made digital.
Sogiel 31Tl TATIT foh STT9T0TAT 2027 1 BfSree Sram a1 B
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With all information recorded directly in digital form by workers going door-to-door using a
mobile app.

s gofl SITThRT TR-EX ST ANaTSel 07 & ATeH § o 9 7 gof $r amwaf|
“This time your participation in the Census has also been made easier.

“SH TR STATOTAT H 3T9ehT HETGRT T 3R 31T S AT g |7

You can enter your information yourself,” Mr. Modi explained.

3T 39l ATASRI TII Gof X Hehed o,” AT FAGT o FASTATI

“This facility will open for you 15 days before the worker’s arrival.

“Tg GIAET TR o 37T 15 & Tgel ol Swaf|”

You can enter the information as per your convenience.

3T 3793 G & 3TAR SRR Gof X Tl

When you complete the process, you receive a special ID.

shaT G it 9T 3TTehT Teh {2y 1D el

This ID will be sent to your mobile or email.

g D 31T9sh AlGTSe IT SHA 9T Hoil Sreaf|

Later, when the worker visits your home, you can verify the information by showing this ID.”
Se 3 ST TR 3T9eh B AT, AT 379 4 ID fe@rent STTehry 1 giee T Fehdl &1

This process, he added, eliminated the need to enter information again, thereby saving time
and simplifying the process.

3ogieT el o Tg I GIaRT ATAHRT IR S SRR A AT 8, Torad g7y g9a1 § 3R
TTShaT T Bl &1

“In States where self-enumeration has been completed, Census staff have also begun the
work of listing households,” Mr. Modi said.

A AT A gl “TeT TsaT 7 TF-IT0TAT T &Y YT §, T STAIITAT AR BRT T Il Sl T
Y o Y& AT Ioh 1"

“So far, the house listing of approximately 12 million families has been completed,” he
added.

3giel g, “37d e oareraT 12 Tforaer aRart i g fafeder gl et ghr & 1”
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Summer as a source of income shock for gig workers
GS lli: Economy, Environment, Disaster Management JESSNVOE

s India moves into another summer, early
A forecasts indicate intense heat ahead.

Heatwaves are no longer rare; they are a
recurring feature of Indian summers. The
question is no longer whether extreme heat will
return, but whether the country is prepared for
its economic consequences.

Official data show that India did experience
significant heat-related mortality in 2022.
Meteorological trends indicate that heatwaves
across large parts of the country have become
more frequent and prolonged over the past
decade. As policymakers review preparedness
measures before peak summer arrives, there is
one group which remains largely absent from the
adaptation conversation — gig and delivery
workers, whose livelihoods increasingly power
India’s urban economy.

From food delivery riders and e-commerce
couriers to app-based drivers and logistics
workers, millions now earn income through
digital platforms. NITI Aayog estimates India had
about 7.7 million gig workers in 2020-21,
projected to reach over 23 million by 2029-30. As
heatwaves intensify, this growing workforce will
be among the most climate-exposed and least
protected.

Heat cuts earnings

For gig and delivery workers, extreme heat is not
just a matter of discomfort; it directly affects
earnings. Income depends on the number of trips
completed, orders delivered, or hours logged on
an app. When temperatures surge, movement
slows, fatigue increases, and health risks rise; yet,
incentive structures remain unchanged.

Unlike salaried employees, gig workers cannot
“work from home” or take paid leave during
extreme heat. Logging off for a few hours means
immediate income loss. Continuing to work
through peak heat hours increases the risk of
dehydration, heat exhaustion, and longer-term
health stress. If the coming summer follows
recent patterns, heat will be not just a public
health concern but an income shock, forcing

Krishna Malakar

Assistant Professor
in Climate Policy,
IIT Madras

Resilience for
gig workers
means safe
work and stable
earnings during
extreme heat

workers to choose between protecting their
health and their earnings.

Preparedness remains incomplete

India has made progress in recognising heat as a
public health risk. Heat Action Plans, early
warning systems and emergency measures have
improved preparedness in several cities. But most
policies still treat heat as a medical emergency
rather than an economic risk, assuming that
people can adjust their behaviour. Advisories
typically recommend staying indoors, reducing
physical activity, and taking frequent breaks. But
for gig and delivery workers, whose income
depends on mobility, these options are not
realistic.

Even where cities set up temporary drinking
water kiosks, shaded rest areas, or cooling
centres, these measures are rarely designed with
highly mobile platform workers in mind. As a
result, preparedness efforts may reduce
mortality, but they do little to prevent income
loss,

The weeks before peak summer offer a narrow
but important policy window. Heat stress sits at
the intersection of climate policy, labour
regulation, urban planning and platform
governance. Yet, responsibility remains
fragmented.

Health departments focus on illness and
mortality. Disaster management agencies focus
on emergency response. Labour departments
grapple with the ambiguous employment status
of gig workers. Digital platforms optimise delivery
times and incentives, with limited explicit
integration of climate risk considerations. When
accountability is distributed across institutions
without coordination, heat risk for gig workers
remains inadequately addressed. These
vulnerabilities are further compounded for
women gig workers, who often face additional
health, safety and unpaid care burdens during
extreme heat, making income disruption even
harder to absorb.

If adaptation is to move beyond reactive

measures, this is the moment to expand its scope.

First, heat must be treated as a labour and
productivity issue, not only a health one. Rest
norms during peak heat hours, shaded
congregation points, and access to drinking water
at common waiting locations should be seen as
basic safeguards.

Second, policymakers must acknowledge that
extreme heat creates income volatility. Without
mechanisms — whether through labour
protections or better integration with existing
welfare systems — to cushion these losses,
adaptation will remain incomplete.

Third, digital labour platforms need to be part
of the preparedness conversation.
Heat-responsive design such as moderating
delivery pressure during peak heat hours or
introducing more flexible performance metrics
—can lower exposure without halting services.

Finally, stronger institutional coordination is
needed before summer intensifies. Collaboration
among labour departments, urban local bodies,
disaster management authorities, and platform
regulators would signal that heat risk is being
treated as an economic issue, not just a seasonal
emergency.

Rethinking resilience

India’s cities increasingly depend on gig and
delivery workers to function. Food, medicines
and essential goods move through urban systems
because this workforce absorbs daily risks. As
temperatures rise, those risks will intensify.

Climate resilience cannot be measured only by
advisories issued or cooling centres opened. For
gig workers navigating city streets on
two-wheelers and bicycles, resilience means the
ability to work safely — and to earn without
enduring silent income losses during extreme
heat.

If heat preparedness continues to overlook gig
and delivery workers, the country will enter
another season of rising temperatures without
protecting one of its most visible and essential
workforces.

27A. Summer as a source of income shock for gig workers

e AT & T 3 3maTg & 99 & 9 7 aHt

e As India moves into another summer, early forecasts indicate intense heat ahead.
S-S SR Teh 3R I &b HGH & JaI o 6T &, TR JalleTH1eT ey aralt a7 Havel & T8 &
e Heatwaves are no longer rare; they are a recurring feature of Indian summers.
€reda 37 e €T 8 & AR AT Y v v R a7 T &
e The question is no longer whether extreme heat will return, but whether the country is
prepared for its economic consequences.

U2 319 TE Al & fob AT AT wileshy a1 787, sfes g & for a1 22r sues anfdw wamat &

T IR g

o Official data show that India did experience significant heat-related mortality in 2022.
3TRRTRE 3Hiehs & § foh 81kt 31 2022 # Fgcaqol 7ff & Hafdre o7y g3

e Meteorological trends indicate that heatwaves across large parts of the country have become
more frequent and prolonged over the past decade.

AtgeT dael T3 aaTa & 6 ¢or & 913 fgeat 7 Sicda Mo g2 # 318 aR 3R 31/« o

AT dh g1t o g

e As policymakers review preparedness measures before peak summer arrives, there is one
group which remains largely absent from the adaptation conversation — gig and delivery
workers, whose livelihoods increasingly power India’s urban economy.

ST M- T =R T & Tgel STy 3uTH Y FHANRT Y G 8, 9 Uk g it Jeloret @ #
T §& cieh JTTTeU & — e R Rehadl Frdewa, Torreht 3siifaeht ol & $TRe 1 2redr
HATGEYT T FATfold T T &

o From food delivery riders and e-commerce couriers to app-based drivers and logistics
workers, millions now earn income through digital platforms.
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P8 fEeladl Ugsd 3R §-Fird FRAT T oo q-3muria gart 3R S esa widdt o,
Tt ST 379 RBfSTee Cewht & ATEIH I 3 Ao = @ B

NITI Aayog estimates India had about 7.7 million gig workers in 2020-21, projected to
reach over 23 million by 2029-30.

AT 3T AT 3TAT § T 2020-21 H SR & avetar 7.7 FATITT forer ahyw 2, S 2029-30
o ot 23 Tafere & arfae & aoha &

As heatwaves intensify, this growing workforce will be among the most climate-exposed and
least protected.

S-3 giedd dig g4, g Fed §34Tch|eis|oi T 310 STerarg-genfad 3R Fa § Ha Tiard
e

Heat cuts earnings (IT#T 3T Y &3 FId1 §)

For gig and delivery workers, extreme heat is not just a matter of discomfort; it directly affects
earnings.

foreT 3R FEehady sRieraTait & forw srcarferes oot ahaer srgfae &1 v 38 §; I8 € 3ot 3
I gaTTfad e gl

Income depends on the number of trips completed, orders delivered, or hours logged on an
app.

31 38 &1 TR AR Lt & o Tohetelt amme o &7 arg, ﬁmﬁaﬁw%@mg&r,mﬁqwﬁmﬁ
o< FIHA Tohar 3|

When temperatures surge, movement slows, fatigue increases, and health risks rise; yet,
incentive structures remain unchanged.

9 dYHAT SeaT &, ar a1t el &7 ST 8, UhieT Jedl §, 3R g @A g I & e afr
WehTE=T TAAT TRafcd Bl &

Unlike salaried employees, gig workers cannot “work from home” or take paid leave during
extreme heat.

JATHRT ATl & faudid, 17 e 3rcafie it & SR e @ F1” 76T X T IR A
T 7T of bl &

Logging off for a few hours means immediate income loss.

%o Eet & ToIT ST 3T YT el AT gIfeY T HROT Tl 8|

Continuing to work through peak heat hours increases the risk of dehydration, heat
exhaustion, and longer-term health stress.

TIH ITH] o TAT FIA TR WA I fAeTelinIor, e TasAierd, 3R rediiedh TaEey a1 &l
@A seargl

If the coming summer follows recent patterns, heat will be not just a public health concern but
an income shock, forcing workers to choose between protecting their health and their
earnings.

e 37T aTely 1T gTeT o T ohT UTefed Il §, AT ITHT Shael ATdotfeleh TAELY T FHegl =Aer
g1, afcew U 3T srehr off 819, Forad AfFert &r 379er Fareey 3R 3T & &g aae =T
q3aT|

Preparedness remains incomplete (Rt 3reft sft arerdr )

India has made progress in recognising heat as a public health risk.
R o I Sl T AT e T AN@H & T H Tgdlelad H T9T{d Hr g

Heat Action Plans, early warning systems and emergency measures have improved
preparedness in several cities.
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B T TolTeT, TRIAF Acraedt qomed), iR 3TdTcehreller 3URT = S 26T H TR F GUR fhar
gl

But most policies still treat heat as a medical emergency rather than an economic risk,
assuming that people can adjust their behaviour.

et rfRrarer Afaar 3red off aredt oy FRAfFcdr 3mua Ryfa F sg A @ &, 7 6 3w
ANEH & &7 H, wmg%mmﬁmaﬁmwmgl

Advisories typically recommend staying indoors, reducing physical activity, and taking
frequent breaks.

HelTg 3TAAR 9T oY & 37T {87, IR fafafy s et 3R IR-aR 8ma o &hr Rwrfver
FATEI

But for gig and delivery workers, whose income depends on mobility, these options are not
realistic.

Afehet 9T 3R Beladr swriswanit & forw, e 3ma afaefiear . AR wdr g, 2 fAsew
ICRIFCIE R

Even where cities set up temporary drinking water kiosks, shaded rest areas, or cooling
centres, these measures are rarely designed with highly mobile platform workers in mind.

Tgl e o 5181 A6 IEUTRAY 5ol e, BIATGR framy ¥ueT, a1 oo dx Fa i 8, 30
IFE AT IS Colewra ATHHT T €ATeT F TG AgT §71T AT |

As a result, preparedness efforts may reduce mortality, but they do little to prevent income
loss.

ARUTHAETEY, TIRT & YA Feg &I 1 T Tehd ¢, ma‘mmﬁraﬁmﬁa@m
TEIIAT A B |

The weeks before peak summer offer a narrow but important policy window.

TH ASHFTA § TEol & Tocllg Ueh HehloT alfhed HgeaquT Afer 3w veret e 8|

Heat stress sits at the intersection of climate policy, labour regulation, urban planning
and platform governance.

e T ey A, s Rfagee, aedt e ik caewin arae & dos ) R B
Yet, responsibility remains fragmented.

Rt ofr, ety wifde et g5 &1

Health departments focus on illness and mortality.

Ty FAsmeT STANT 3R Feg & O €A1 i id ¢ |

Disaster management agencies focus on emergency response.

TYET TatTeT TSI AT STaTaehTelleT Yfafshar 9X €A1 Shigd T o

Labour departments grapple with the ambiguous employment status of gig workers.
13 s e & 1 3revrse et Reufay & 537t €

Digital platforms optimise delivery times and incentives, with limited explicit integration of
climate risk considerations.

Bfoed caew Fehad o 31 Nicag=l Y eI fod YA §, STafeh sterarg sf@# & faant
FT WAT AT T &

When accountability is distributed across institutions without coordination, heat risk for gig
workers remains inadequately addressed.

S fo9a1 Goeaa & oAl RAffea gramt 7 fanfaa gidr §, ar f[Fer gy & fav §ie Sifes
e & & TN AT AGT & 91|

These vulnerabilities are further compounded for women gig workers, who often face
additional health, safety and unpaid care burdens during extreme heat, making income
disruption even harder to absorb.

Y AN AT AfgeT e g & AT 31K g¢ ST &, St 3rca i@ et & et srfaRea s,
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[T 31K JrAqfAF SWHTET 7R T WIHAT I &, TSTAL 317 # FTeIT Y HeTefa1 3R hideT g

ATl

If adaptation is to move beyond reactive measures, this is the moment to expand its scope.
I 3efpele T dharel FfafshaTcss STl A 3T el §, A TE) FHeAT SRR Sel I HH &
First, heat must be treated as a labour and productivity issue, not only a health one.
TElT, AT T sheol FAREL 761 dioeh HH IR ScaEHAT F HeE & T H W1 ST TR T|

Rest norms during peak heat hours, shaded congregation points, and access to drinking
water at common waiting locations should be seen as basic safeguards.

TH AT & AT T ATF, SEGR THAVT ¥, 3 AT FAET Teil 9T I & qredt
IYISIAT T TAATET FRET 3T HIAT STTAT T

Second, policymakers must acknowledge that extreme heat creates income volatility.
IR, AfA-FAATT3 1 75 THHER FeeT anfev & srcafte it smr srfeuwar scaee e 8

Without mechanisms — whether through labour protections or better integration with
existing welfare systems — to cushion these losses, adaptation will remain incomplete.

ST GTToTl Y e et & ToIT ST Y& AT Hi[el FEAToT FOIfrdl o Y dgek FHead S ot
& 9=, 3fefheled 3TERT QM|

Third, digital labour platforms need to be part of the preparedness conversation.

e, RfSree 41 aewist &I AR $T T4 T G TeT1T 3TaeTH &

Heat-responsive design such as moderating delivery pressure during peak heat hours or
introducing more flexible performance metrics — can lower exposure without halting
services.

- 3ET FBamsa S T 1ot & AT fBeliadl SaTd &l e T AT AT e Tgeie
ATAF 9] AT — QAT T Aeh T4AT SEH T HH F FhA1 B |

Finally, stronger institutional coordination is needed before summer intensifies.

3, ITHT TG A Tgel ATl HEAWTT GHeaY I ALl ol

Collaboration among labour departments, urban local bodies, disaster management
authorities, and platform regulators would signal that heat risk is being treated as an
economic issue, not just a seasonal emergency.

3 FAameT, ey TUTRNT ST, 39T TeersT Iferaor, 31N Calewid A & i g I8
Hehel &1 Toh E1e ST o shaer HiwaT TaTe YT w781 afoeh 3T Heg & &9 H @1 ST @
gl

Rethinking resilience (erefelTyeT W gafd=m)

India’s cities increasingly depend on gig and delivery workers to function.
HR & AT it F Far 3T RBefad s w ok @ s 81

Food, medicines and essential goods move through urban systems because this workforce
absorbs daily risks.

WTeT ey, Zarsdl 3R e U e o & safaw gurfad gl § Fifen a5 wriad s
SNTEHAT FT ag FXAT & |

As temperatures rise, those risks will intensify.

S-S ATIATT ST, I @ o e

Climate resilience cannot be measured only by advisories issued or cooling centres
opened.

STy AeTIe ol ST T aTw fydelt A @it 37T e Wt & AT AT ST HheT|

For gig workers navigating city streets on two-wheelers and bicycles, resilience means the
ability to work safely — and to earn without enduring silent income losses during extreme
heat.
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QEY T P! X ANITRAT argat 3R ABfFal & Tofet arel P17 vy F AT oreieraeT &1 37 &
Wwﬂmm—ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁmmgmaﬁsﬁmml

o If heat preparedness continues to overlook gig and delivery workers, the country will enter
another season of rising temperatures without protecting one of its most visible and essential
workforces.

Ife g Ay 7 frer 3 el g 1 s Sl el &, a der ves 3N oot & Alwa

GS
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How Al helped community-led development in Rajasthan

TSAEATT H ARIGTRAS-Aqed aro s 7 Al & F& wgraar 1

How Al helped community-led
development in Rajasthan

A project to improve water resilience in two Rajasthan districts strengthened existing government efforts by using Al to improve last-mile responsiveness; the application was

also lightweight enough to sit inside any large programme that depends on frontline behaviour change and local coordination

Alan Nicol

ndia is in an artificial intelligence
(AD) moment. Across agriculture,
health, finance, and governance,
the race is on to deploy Al-enabled
services that reach the last mile. Chatbots
answer farmer queries. Agentic tools
navigate entitlement schemes. And
advisory platforms push the right
information to the right person
(presumably) at the right time.

Many of these tools share a similar
logic. While exceptions exist, they are
often designed around the assumption
that communities have an information
deficit that Al can fill. But what if that’s
not all communities need?

In public services, the gap is not always
between people and information. It is
often between people and the local
institutions meant to serve them. India’s
villages are shaped by the complexities of
caste, class, gender, and land
ownership. Numbers alone cannot track
what actually makes an intervention
work. Why a volunteer stops showing up,
what makes a woman hesitate to speak in
a Gram Sabha, and why an approved plan
isn’t being implemented rarely makes it
back to the people designing and funding
these programmes.

This is not because institutions don’t
want qualitative information. In many
cases, they simply lack the means, time,
and resources to consistently gather it at
scale.

Different question for Al

The authors designed a pilot project,
called Al4WaterPolicy, in the
water-stressed Sirohi and Pali districts of
Rajasthan. And rather than deploy Al to
push information outwards, the project
used it to listen.

Working with a field partner, Centre for
Microfinance (CmF), and technology
partner Colectiv, an Al model conducted
352 interviews across 50 villages in six
months. The team had trained the model
using a brief of the programme context
and the questions it needed to know.

The Al chatbot then held 20-minute
WhatsApp conversations in Hindi and
local dialects via voice notes or text with
“Pani Mitras’ (community volunteer water
champions), Panchayat leaders, and
CmF’s frontline staff. Follow-up questions
were adapted to each respondent on the
fly. The model finally translated
anonymised transcripts and organised
them thematically, after which the field
and research team reviewed and
validated them.

The answers revealed three things:

(i) Pride in the results: “Water level in
my village, which was at 150 feet, has now
come to below 100 feet. This is a matter of
great pride for me”;

(i) The double burden for women:
“I manage my family by waking up early,

Technology must empower the human i
GETTY IMAGES

then [ visit other women in the village to
discuss water-related issues. After
returning home, I resume my household
work”; and

(iii) Funding and approval delays:
“Because of delayed approval of
proposals in the Panchayat department,
we could not complete the work on time”

The project then deployed ‘Pani
Mitras’ to address these issues. During the
project’s structured workshops to share
and discuss findings with respondents,
called ‘Pause and Reflect’ sessions,
participants validated some
interpretations and pushed back on
others. Mainly, they said their limited
understanding of Panchayat procedures
and government schemes was a
challenge.

In reply, CmF redesigned its training

jary, like the

ity volunteer water

The Al4WaterPolicy pilot
succeeded not just because of the
algorithms used but also because
its organisers budgeted time,
funds, and people to return
findings to respondents and
co-develop follow-up actions

to act more quickly.

Listening with intent

There is an important distinction here:
responsive systems and actively listening
systems are not the same thing. The
former takes community input as a signal
and returns an answer. The latter is
shaped by what it hears and the
community moves from being a passive

programme mid-cycle to add a P
Raj orientation programme and

structured workshops with block-level
officials from rural

'y to an active co-desig)
In this pilot, Al made active listening
possible in three ways. First, a

agriculture, and water resources
departments. This pivot was not part of
the original plan. It happened because the
Al model helped the project turn insights
around quickly enough to act within the
same programme cycle.

Follow-up interviews with ‘Pani Mitras”
three months after the workshops found
that more than half of the community
members had since engaged directly with
government officials — something many
had hesitated to do before.

They reported more confidence
navigating scheme application processes
and mentioned the feedback had
prompted their Panchayat or department

VOic bled WhatsApp channel gave
“Pani Mitras’ a private space to speak
freely. As one respondent put it, “When a
person is in front of you, you feel
hesitant. On your own phone, there’s no
hesitation.” Second, the Al model
identified recurring themes across 352
conversations without requiring weeks of
manual coding. Third, because the
findings were synthesised within weeks,
the implementing team could redesign
training mid-cycle. Traditional monitoring
can’t easily provide such responsiveness.
The Al4WaterPolicy pilot succeeded
not just because of the algorithms used
but also because its organisers budgeted
time, funds, and people to return findings

cy project, rather than replace them.

to and co-develop follow-up
actions. CmF had also spent years
working in these villages, identifying and
training the ‘Pani Mitras’. During the
interviews, their staff facilitated access to
shared devices for participants without
smartphones, helped navigate
connectivity problems, and ensured the
“‘Pause and Reflect’ sessions were genuine
deliberations. The Al could listen at scale
precisely because human relationships
had already created the conditions
necessary for honest conversations.

Empower, not replace

The digital divide is real and manifests in
gender, class, and caste-based differences,
and any honest conversation about Al and
the last mile must reckon with this reality.
‘Technology must empower the human
intermediary, like the ‘Pani Mitras’, rather
than replace them. This was not a one-off
pilot from Rajasthan. The approach
strengthened and complemented existing
government efforts by enhancing
feedback loops and improving last-mile
responsiveness. It was also lightweight
enough to sit inside any large programme
that depends on frontline behaviour
change and local coordination.

Policies, programmes, and systems like
Jal Jeevan Mission, VB-G RAM G, and
sectoral extension systems all include
such last-mile implementation.

(Suchiradipta Bhattacharjee is a Policy
[Engagement Specialist at the International
Water Management Institute (IWMI).
S.Bhattacharjee@cgiar.org

Alan Nicol is a Principal Researcher at
IWML. A.Nicol@cgiar.org)

THE GIST

The authors designed a pilot
project, called AlWaterPolicy,
in the water-stressed Sirohi

and Pali districts of Rajasthan

v

The Al chatbot held 20-minute
WhatsApp conversations in
Hindi and local dialects via
voice notes or text with ‘Pani
Mitras’ (community volunteer
water champions), Panchayat
leaders, and CmF’s frontline
staff

v

The Al could listen at scale
precisely because human
relationships had already
created the conditions
necessary for honest
conversations
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27A. How Al helped community-led development in Rajasthan

TSTEATe H WRAETRS-Aqed aro A 7 Al & F3 wgrgar 1

A project to improve water resilience in two Rajasthan districts strengthened existing
government efforts by using Al to improve last-mile responsiveness; the application was
also lightweight enough to sit inside any large programme that depends on frontline
behaviour change and local coordination.

STEYT & & TSTelt 7 Srel ereelTael GURe & T veh TRAISTAT o TIHRY GATHE T oo T,
TSt Al &1 3T 3 3ifaa-BI A IfATRAT 47T T SR ST 91T, TE TN Sclell goehl
oY o7 o 3 el oft 93 i & enfAer fFam ST O St hedTse sadgR IRad« 3R T

FH7ag | AR Far g

India is in an artificial intelligence (Al) moment.

HRT Ueh HTAA g (vams) F ek 7 ¢

Across agriculture, health, finance, and governance, the race is on to deploy Al-enabled
services that reach the last mile.

Fi, T, fa, mema:aﬁﬁumé-mﬁanﬁaﬁaiﬁﬂwﬁrﬁqgaﬁﬁmmﬁ
g &l

Chatbots answer farmer queries.

dearey fRarEr & Tl HT 3aX S 81

Agentic tools navigate entitlement schemes.

TSfeH Tod HAFR NSN3 GHASTA 3R ST Il F Hee Al 8 |

And advisory platforms push the right information to the right person (presumably) at the
right time.

3R TS TEhiA HEY AT I (HIHAT:) el HAY T HEY SAABRI T aTel ¢ |

Many of these tools share a similar logic.

SoTH U g IYRI0T FATT did W IR |

While exceptions exist, they are often designed around the assumption that communities
have an information deficit that Al can fill.

gTelIfeh $T ITATC &, Aifehel TR ITRIVT TH RO TR IR & foh TSI 7 Ferar T Hat
¢ T 3rTs QU A HehdT 6|

But what if that’s not all communities need?

el I FHETAT T ITALTRATE shd el Sclall &1 o &1 alr?

In public services, the gap is not always between people and information.
Hrdatars ATt 3 37aX gHRM el 3R FTThRY & i 18 giaT!

It is often between people and the local institutions meant to serve them.

g T AT 3R 3¢ JAT ¢ef o TolU FATT T T HEYTAT o & gieAT g

India’s villages are shaped by the complexities of caste, class, gender, and land
ownership.

HRT & 3Tia STfay, e, e, 3R 81 wanfireay by Sifeeranait & venfad gid 81
Numbers alone cannot track what actually makes an intervention work.

Fadl 3hs Tg oTgT 9dT Fohd foh aEdd H HiT-O1 gET8IT T JATAT & |

Why a volunteer stops showing up, what makes a woman hesitate to speak in a Gram
Sabha, and why an approved plan isn’t being implemented rarely makes it back to the people
designing and funding these programmes.

FIT IS TITATH 3T ¢ X a1 &, FITHROT § 6 HIS Afgelr ame G171 7 ol F Ry
€, 3R T TP ASTAT AR AL & W — A STt A & 3oF I b Tgaaeh ¢ S gof prishat
1 f3os 3R RAaaNT #Hd &
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This is not because institutions don’t want qualitative information.

Ig SHTT 61 ¢ o HEUTH OMcHE ATTHRY 8T 16l |

In many cases, they simply lack the means, time, and resources to consistently gather it at
scale.

H5 ATHGT H, 3oTch ITH Y 93 AT W AINAR Tehd el oh [olT AT, FHT IR TATLAT T
el giclt &1

Different question for Al (T3T$ & T 319 yea)

The authors designed a pilot project, called Al4WaterPolicy, in the water-stressed Sirohi
and Pali districts of Rajasthan.

AGHT  ASAEYTA & AA-HhedFd (ARG 3R grelr Tieil 7 Al4WaterPolicy =TT T IIIee
IRIISTAT IR T |

And rather than deploy Al to push information outwards, the project used it to listen.
3R AT T ST ATt o i1, TH TR A T3NS T 3TGNT FoIat & ToIw fehmam|

Working with a field partner, Centre for Microfinance (CmF), and technology partner
Colectiv, an Al model conducted 352 interviews across 50 villages in six months.

HEX PR ABHIGFAH (CmF) R TohelThr TSGR FrafFed & G [AeaT, T THTS Alse A 8
FLIeAT 7 50 TGt 3 352 WIEHR [HFT|

The team had trained the model using a brief of the programme context and the questions it
needed to know.

H o AlSAT Y FRIHH & TeaT 3T 3TT2TH F&AT T STeTehRY T TTATET Tomam |

The Al chatbot then held 20-minute WhatsApp conversations in Hindi and local dialects via
voice notes or text with ‘Pani Mitras’, Panchayat leaders, and CmF’s frontline staff.

3T 9IG T3TS Jedie o f{d 3R Tl sifeat & afaw Aew a7 eawe & Aregs ¥ 20 Aae f
SQICHTY AT ‘qrelt fRAY, Tarad Aar3it 31X CmF & $ies T & ary S|

Follow-up questions were adapted to each respondent on the fly.

3TeTaclt 9T Fedeh STRETA o HeTHR el 3ol fohT 1T |

The model finally translated anonymised transcripts and organised them thematically, after
which the field and research team reviewed and validated them.

37cTd: Hisel o IHATH FTATATTAT T JeTdre; FohaT 3R 3o¢ TaoTTd §7 & cFaieyd fohar, foredh
1E;, hres 3R 2irer 19 o 3eTent ad1aToT 3R Feamas fona|

The answers revealed three things:

3R efieT a1l T GRS &

() Pride in the results: “Water level in my village, which was at 150 feet, has now come to
below 100 feet. This is a matter of great pride for me”;

(i) TRomEAt O TG “FR T F STl TAR ST Igel 150 HIE AT, 31 100 e & AT 3T IRTE | Tg N
[ENEREECEREICE
(i) The double burden for women: “l manage my family by waking up early, then | visit other

women in the village to discuss water-related issues. After returning home, | resume my
household work”;

(i) A3t oX SeX dgr: “# Fag Fear 36 NI IRAR F7 SaeraT Xl &, T aifa &1 31y
Afge3it & STer Faely Feal W Td Fe S €| X ellea) & a1 3 T & eXe] 1 & o097 S

g€

(iii) Funding and approval delays: “Because of delayed approval of proposals in the
Panchayat department, we could not complete the work on time”

(iii) Forerarror 3ix Feigpfer #F & “wamara faster 7 ywdral H Flpa 7 S8 & HROTgH FHRI W
R QR TG Y Heh”
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The project then deployed ‘Pani Mitras’ to address these issues.
3 S TRAISTAT o of FHEATIHT o FATHTA & ToIT “arelt fsr 1 fger foman|

During the project’s structured workshops to share and discuss findings with respondents,
called ‘Pause and Reflect’ sessions, participants validated some interpretations and pushed
back on others.

aRATSTAT o Tt forsensit ot e 3R Tl e & Imfora SRiEa srierenst, e ate v
Rererare’ w17 g1 I, 7 fqanfat @ T et @1 TR [ 3k Fo W) smeafd Jars|

Mainly, they said their limited understanding of Panchayat procedures and government
schemes was a challenge.

HEI: 361t gl foh Tarara WHHan3it 3R ERHRY AISTAIT 1 STeht WA THST Teh Foilel AT
In reply, CmF redesigned its training programme mid-cycle to add a Panchayati Raj

orientation programme and structured workshops with block-level officials from rural
development, agriculture, and water resources departments.

$8h 3TN H CmF o 379 FTRI&T0T Hrisha I Hegmarer # qe1: fSis o 3R @ qamelt et
FrfarEeoT FriwH Tur AT R, FW, AR Srer waTere st & solieh TR & A
& A1 WRAT FRRTAT SIS

This pivot was not part of the original plan.

g UGt FHeT ATl T TGEHT 7T AT

It happened because the Al model helped the project turn insights around quickly enough to
act within the same programme cycle.

mwmgmmummﬁmmwmmamwﬁﬁsm
FIIHA T H H fhaT 7 T |

Follow-up interviews with ‘Pani Mitras’ three months after the workshops found that more
than half of the community members had since engaged directly with government officials
— something many had hesitated to do before.

HIARMTEN3T & Ao FEA 1e; “aTel A=Y o A1 FoRT 7T JreTaclt FreTTeehRT & 91T 91T o6 378 &
37fereh FHETT & TeET 31 WY THRY FTAFNAT & Fale X Toh § — S Tgod A H
fEafeara A

They reported more confidence navigating scheme application processes and mentioned
the feedback had prompted their Panchayat or department to act more quickly.

3ogial AISTT ATdee UThATHT o GHsT & 3110 3ncafaary sged foar 3R sarar f& ufafsar
& FRUT 3AehT I AT fFHTET o 3110 I T 1 fham|

Listening with intent (3&&eaqot Fetal)

There is an important distinction here: responsive systems and actively listening systems
are not the same thing.

I8l Teh HgeaqoT 3 &: wlafwareas yonfear 3k aftvar w7 & oot arelt yonfaat v @a =
Ter &l

The former takes community input as a signal and returns an answer.

Tl YOI HHETT & SoAYC T Ueh Hehel oh &9 H o 3e acll B

The latter is shaped by what it hears and the community moves from being a passive
beneficiary to an active co-designer.

ST JUTTEl S Gelell & 38eh TR T T alelcl & 3R THery veh A TSha anemdt & afsha @
faATaT 9o STaT ¥ |

In this pilot, Al made active listening possible in three ways.

3 URIelE H, T3NS o leT ciiehl & Aishe Felell HoTd =TT

First, a voice-enabled WhatsApp channel gave ‘Pani Mitras’ a private space to speak
freely.
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Ugell, Ueh QIgH-WaTH IEATT ATl  ITe) fRET o TadT &7  dielet & farw fAsh T2 vee=
fomam|

As one respondent put it, “When a person is in front of you, you feel hesitant. On your own
phone, there’s no hesitation.”

ST foh Ueh STRETAT o hgl, “STd IS STTFd 3T9H TTHA 8T &, df 39 feafrara §1 3mas v
W IS st AT gl

Second, the Al model identified recurring themes across 352 conversations without requiring
weeks of manual coding.

@R, U3TTS Hisel o1 352 dTclTeird! & SR-aR 37Te dTer et &hr gget v, {91 &g gordt & Hefarer
HITSIT & |

Third, because the findings were synthesised within weeks, the implementing team could
redesign training mid-cycle.

e, iR forseny e &1 gl 7 Hehfold g1 91T, Hrilea et S FIRAGTUT Sl HEATAT H YeT:
T3oTTgeT T Tl |

Traditional monitoring can’t easily provide such responsiveness.
IR AR gorrelt =T cad gfafshaT 9l AT L Tehdll|

The Al4WaterPolicy pilot succeeded not just because of the algorithms used but also
because its organisers budgeted time, funds, and people to return findings to respondents
and co-develop follow-up actions.

Al4WaterPolicy méﬁawﬁﬁaﬁa‘nmwaﬁgm gfos safav st Fifs T
JTANSTRT o HAL, wﬁTmmﬂmmaﬁﬁWaﬁﬁmﬁq@m
ST Heh 3 33T Y hriarsdl sl g &9 & fa i fonam o e

CmF had also spent years working in these villages, identifying and training the ‘Pani Mitras’.
CmF o 37 3T1at & aNT deh 1 foram 31 areft A= 6 ugare va ufreor foma|

During the interviews, their staff facilitated access to shared devices for participants without
smartphones, helped navigate connectivity problems, and ensured the ‘Pause and Reflect’
sessions were genuine deliberations.

&I & ST, 3oTeh HaaTRAT o [T TATCHIST aTer Taafara & forw |Tsi 390 &7
FraYT YeTe Y, Fafae el WAt 1 §of o H Aee @1, AR FrARad o f& daist T3
RFelge IF arEdias AaR-faaet &t

The Al could listen at scale precisely because human relationships had already created the
conditions necessary for honest conversations.

T3S 93 VAT R Gelel 3 HaTH AT FiTh AlTd Feelh o gl U & $AER §awg & oI smaeas
g feufaat = & off|

Empower, not replace (F2rFd a0, YfaFamia a7gh)

The digital divide is real and manifests in gender, class, and caste-based differences, and
any honest conversation about Al and the last mile must reckon with this reality.

Bfees fssrer areafas § 3R g faer, et 3tk snfar srenRa sray J e grar g, iR w3
T 3T T W RS ot SAER TaT 5T aEdfdendT Sl TSR Fe! agT|

Technology must empower the human intermediary, like the ‘Pani Mitras’, rather than replace
them.

e TaThT Y Tl TAET S HIeTd HEAET Y WAFA ST MG T, o o 3eg TATATAT el
Uyl

This was not a one-off pilot from Rajasthan.
g ASTEAT FT THATT TTIele Al AT
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e The approach strengthened and complemented existing government efforts by enhancing
feedback loops and improving last-mile responsiveness.

S SSCHIVT o1 IS TS hT HoTecl dieh 3R 3T Tk T wharforamelierar s gerrenT diser

THRY FATat 1 Foo IR gL g
e It was also lightweight enough to sit inside any large programme that depends on frontline
behaviour change and local coordination.

g ST g AT AT ok fondt oft 913 sFrishar & enfdrer foRaam ST @k St 31731 Tav & sgaerR
aRade 3R T FHaT R AR T g

e Policies, programmes, and systems like Jal Jeevan Mission, VB-G RAM G, and sectoral
extension systems all include such last-mile implementation

I Saet fAereT, VB-G RAM G, 3 Rffieet & faear vonfoarat o sShifaat, srtwa 3iv
gonfear @i 0 3107 TR & FRTTaaT & AT i 81
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27A | Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris
ArefaR & Sarer #Y 3T e 9T Fellpieey garw 7T

27A | Information asymmetry in higher education
Foa fvet & e RAwwrar

T I!E E!!u !ureau

UDHAGAMANDALAM

The Tamil Nadu Forest De-
partment is fighting multi-
ple fires that have des-
troyed hundreds of acres
of forest in the Nilgiris For-
est Division and the Mudu-
malai Tiger Reserve (MTR).

Helicopters were de-
ployed from the Sulur Air
Force base in Coimbatore
for the second consecutive
day on Sunday to help fight
the fires.

According to a press re-
lease, a forest fire was re-
ported in the Wenlock
Downs Reserve Forest of

-v::’f-"_—:’f‘;_ 2 —-._",'s S Sty e e el
Aerial assistance: The strength of the ascending fires prompted

the authorities to seek aerial assistance. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A team of local foresters
was deployed to fight the
fire. More than 400 Forest

Parson’s Valley Range of
the Nilgiris Forest Division
on April 15.

Department  personnel
were roped in from across
the State to put out the
flames.

Seven forest fire res-
ponse vehicles were de-
ployed at crucial locations.
Two teams of the State Dis-
aster Response Force and
five teams of the Tamil Na-
du Fire and Rescue Servic-
es Department were draft-
ed for the operations, the
release said.

Members of eco-deve-
lopment committees were
also engaged in fighting the
fires, which spread rapidly
on Saturday, driven by hea-
vy winds, high tempera-

Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris

tures, and low humidity.

The strength of the as-
cending fires prompted the
authorities to seek aerial
assistance.

Forest Department offi-
cials said the department
was fighting multiple fires

in the Singara and Masina-

gudi Forest Ranges in the
MTR as well as those in
Parson’s Valley. They be-
lieve the fires were started
by people, possibly in reta-
liation for the perceived in-
action on the part of the
Forest Department after
the killing of three persons
by tigers in The Nilgiris in
the last year.

27A. Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris

A fAR F Starer & 3mr Herat W gellproey Farw TT

e Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris.

aﬁaﬁlﬁﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁwmﬁwwml

e The Tamil Nadu Forest Department is fighting multiple fires that have destroyed hundreds of
acres of forest in the Nilgiris Forest Division and the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR).

ATHTIATS T FHSIET S T & 13 1T & Tt AT T Wermar 37 Fgaens g Rad
(MTR) H Hehal Ths STl oS¢ o 6T & |
e Helicopters were deployed from the Sulur Air Force base in Coimbatore for the second
consecutive day on Sunday to help fight the fires.
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AR T RITAR GER fereT R & FoIT T BRE AW A gollhice? 3797 571 A #Heg & foaw

Jera fpw arw |

According to a press release, a forest fire was reported in the Wenlock Downs Reserve

Forest of Parson’s Valley Range of the Nilgiris Forest Division on April 15.

o faAfC & 3eTER, 15 3180e &l AR FaT To7197 oh IR delt ¥oT & el s3+w Rerd

BREE 3 STITel T 3117 T FI=TT e |

Information asymmetry in higher education
NN MoB |

very admission season in

India feels like a

marketplace of

promises. Brochures
look impressive and websites
highlight success stories. Yet, even
then, students are making some of
the most important decisions of
their life with limited and uneven
information.

India’s higher education system
has expanded rapidly; enrolment
increased from 3.42 crore in
2014-15 to 4.33 crore in 2021-22.
The Gross Enrolment Ratio has
also improved. The higher
education landscape has enlarged
from standalone degrees to
multidisciplinary ones, and that
too of various management
categories. However, expansion
has made choices more complex.

Making the right choice
Students and families often face
trade-offs between cost, quality,
and location when choosing an
institution. The core problem is
that institutions know far more
about their quality than students
do. They have detailed knowledge
about their faculty,
teaching-learning processes,
infrastructure, student support
systems and placement outcomes.
In contrast, students depend on
brochures, advertisements,
informal advice, and selective
placement data. Much of this
available information is
incomplete or unverifiable. In
economics, this situation is called
information asymmetry. When
one party has more information
than the other, decision-making
becomes distorted. George
Akerlof’s idea of the “market for
lemons” explains how, in such
situations, lower-quality providers
can imitate the signals of
higher-quality ones. In higher
education, this means that
institutions offering weaker
academic quality can still appear
attractive through marketing,
branding, or selective disclosure.
As a result, students may end up
choosing institutions that do not
meet their expectations.
Simultaneously, good institutions
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Institutional
websites,
rankings, data
portals, and
social media
may offer vast
information, but
not necessarily
better
information

may not be able to distinguish
themselves clearly. This creates a
situation of adverse selection,
where the market does not reward
quality effectively.

The problem is not just about
individual choices. It has wider
implications. It affects graduate
outcomes, employability, and
trust in the education system. It
also has implications for achieving
national goals such as the SDG-4
(ensuring inclusive and quality
education) by 2030 and Viksit
Bharat by 2047 with a skilled and
employable workforce.

Overload of information

One may argue that there is now
more information available than
ever before. However, institutional
websites, rankings, data portals,
and social media may offer vast
information, but not necessarily
better information.

A large part of the data available
is self-reported and often
promotional. Definitions of
indicators such as faculty strength,
research output, and placement
outcomes vary across institutions.
Some rankings use methods that
are not fully transparent. For
students and families, this creates
confusion. In such situations,
students tend to rely on visible
signals such as brand name,
campus infrastructure, or fees.
These signals are easy to observe
but they do not always reflect
academic quality. When these
signals dominate decision-making,
institutions may focus more on
visibility than on improving
provisions related to
teaching-learning processes. This
is where public ranking
frameworks and verified data
portals become important.

India’s National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF),
introduced in 2016, is one such
effort to standardise information.
It uses a common set of indicators
such as teaching and learning
resources, research output,
graduation outcomes, outreach,
and perception. It also requires
institutions to disclose dataina
structured format, the value of
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which lies in comparability. When
institutions report data using
common definitions and formats,
it becomes easier for students to
make informed choices. Similarly,
centralised data portals that
provide verified information on
enrolment, accreditation, and
faculty strength can reduce
dependence on informal and
unreliable sources.

Room for improvement

These tools also have limitations.
Rankings depend on how
indicators are selected and
weighted. If too much importance
is given to easily measurable
factors, institutions may try to
improve scores rather than actual
quality. Many important aspects of
education, such as classroom
experience, mentoring, and
work-integrated learning, are
difficult to measure. There is also a
risk of over-interpreting ranks.
Differences between institutions
may be small, but ranks can create
the perception of large gaps. This
is why rank bands and
methodological transparency are
important. Despite these
limitations, the absence of
credible public information would
be far worse. Without verified
data, students would continue to
rely on biased information.
Information asymmetry would
remain high, and poor-quality
signalling would persist.

If India aims to build a strong
and inclusive higher education
systemn, information systems must
be a priority. This includes better
data verification, clearer
definitions, transparent
methodologies, accessible
platforms and appropriate
visualisation. For students, this is
about making informed choices.
For institutions, it is about
credibility and accountability. The
key question is simple: can
students choose well if they
cannot clearly see what they are
choosing? Until that gap is
reduced, the higher education
market will continue to reward not
only quality, but also the ability to
present quality convincingly.
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27A. Information asymmetry in higher education

3o freT 3 g Rwwar

Every admission season in India feels like a marketplace of promises.

R # &Y A |F d1al & ST’ ST Jlid aidT gl

Brochures look impressive and websites highlight success stories.

SRR 3RS eE@d & 31T AqTTSE el T FIfaal I 3R aar &1

Yet, even then, students are making some of the most important decisions of their life with
limited and uneven information.

5T 3, o1 319e ShasT & e Fgeaqot v AT 3R AT ATHRY & TR & a3

India’s higher education system has expanded rapidly; enrolment increased from 3.42
crore in 2014-15 to 4.33 crore in 2021-22.

W@rmﬁmmﬁé&ﬁﬁﬁwﬁagﬁ; AT 2014-15 & 3.42 U F sGh 2021-22
H4.33FNT A AL

The Gross Enrolment Ratio has also improved.

Hehel ATHTR 3TdTe H N FUR g3 &

The higher education landscape has enlarged from standalone degrees to multidisciplinary
ones, and that too of various management categories.

3o R8T 7 TR Tehel {3307 & Sgoh TgfaTaS TaThAT e [AFaTRa &1 AT &, R a5 oY
ATt yartrer AforaT 7
However, expansion has made choices more complex.

grelifen, 38 TaFdR o faerear & AR Afee g1 feaT & |

Making the right choice (W€l fahed gt=m)

Students and families often face trade-offs between cost, quality, and location when
choosing an institution.

T JeAd THY BTF 3R TRAR 3R AT, I[0TarT, 3R TATT & sl Al T 1A A
gl

The core problem is that institutions know far more about their quality than students do.
HET GHAEAT TE ¢ o HEAT 379 0Tl 3 a1 3 BTAT h Joledl 3 bl ek STold g

They have detailed knowledge about their faculty, teaching-learning processes,
infrastructure, student support systems and placement outcomes.

& IR # FaEqa SN gl &

In contrast, students depend on brochures, advertisements, informal advice, and selective
placement data.

503 faudia, o IRR, fasme, setaaie g, 3R gafad cogse sear o AR wa €
Much of this available information is incomplete or unverifiable.

SH 3YCTSH STTaTeh T o 3TTRIhTRr ST 37q0T AT THATOI BT &

In economics, this situation is called information asymmetry.

379eET 7 3@ Tl bt Faraim farwsrar et S g

When one party has more information than the other, decision-making becomes distorted.

TS Ueh T&T oh I GER T Jofell & 3118 SITAehRY el &, ot [oTar-fefRor fashe g1 Siar 2|

George Akerlof’s idea of the “market for lemons” explains how, in such situations, lower-
quality providers can imitate the signals of higher-quality ones.

ol THTATP hT “AH=H & IoTR” TR g1 & o 0 feufa 7 e IOTAT aTel el
3T I[UTAT dTel Hehll hT sTehel Y Hehel ¢ |
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In higher education, this means that institutions offering weaker academic quality can still
appear attractive through marketing, branding, or selective disclosure.

3o RIGT & sqeht 3 § o s QAeafOren Frorerr arel FeureT ofr Arehfear, Fifder, ar ag=icas
ST Gl RS 6@ Thd & |

As a result, students may end up choosing institutions that do not meet their expectations.
AROTHETHT, BT TH FEUTT Yol Fehel § i SeTehT IUETIHT 0 TR AT 3l |

Simultaneously, good institutions may not be able to distinguish themselves clearly.

T B, 3T TEUTT T T TASC T H 376097 o781 @ urd |

This creates a situation of adverse selection, where the market does not reward quality
effectively.

I wfaser Te 1 fEAT 3cueat AT &, el a9’ IOTAT Y TSI &1 & TR 6T HIAT|
The problem is not just about individual choices.

g GHEIT hdol SATFdITd [dehodl e TTRT =Tet &

It has wider implications.

3% I J9719 &

It affects graduate outcomes, employability, and trust in the education system.

Ig TTdF TROTAT, VST 134T, 31T R8I qormrelr F fearq 1 yanfad axar g

It also has implications for achieving national goals such as the SDG-4 (ensuring inclusive
and quality education) by 2030 and Viksit Bharat by 2047 with a skilled and employable
workforce.

ST THIT T 8T S SDG-4 (FATAL 3R IJOTereTqRoT RIGT G ) v 2030 eh
Ted A 3R 2047 a AR AT R oeilel X ol 3T, Toraeh faT Ferer 3R AR Ja
FRITT TITF ¢

Overload of information (Y=< T 3fHR)

One may argue that there is now more information available than ever before.
IS doh & TohdT ¢ foh 379 Tgel 37T ASHRT 3TeY g

However, institutional websites, rankings, data portals, and social media may offer vast
information, but not necessarily better information.

gTeliteh, GEATTT dearse, I, 3T Qed, 31T Aerer AEFAT A9 ATHTRRT TeTe ald 8, e
ST 6T foh SgaR SR &

A large part of the data available is self-reported and often promotional.

39Ty 3T T 93T feear Fa-RaiEs 3R 3 JaReA® giar g

Definitions of indicators such as faculty strength, research output, and placement
outcomes vary across institutions.

g €l

Some rankings use methods that are not fully transparent.

%o Yfehar QW cIehT ohT 3T hcll € S G X urgelt w1eT gt |
For students and families, this creates confusion.

Bl AR IRERT & v I8 #1871 3cdeed AT |

In such situations, students tend to rely on visible signals such as brand name, campus
infrastructure, or fees.

T R #, o7 915 a9, F9H JTETTET, AT B o1 G2IAT Tohdl TR AR T B |
These signals are easy to observe but they do not always reflect academic quality.

Y Tl 3T & S ST el &, olfehal I g2 ARTTOIF IO T 6T 2Tl |

When these signals dominate decision-making, institutions may focus more on visibility than
on improving provisions related to teaching-learning processes.
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SIS A Heel TA0TT- a1 & yog@ g STt &, o ST fRvator-3rftrarsr afdhansit 7 gur e &
oI fe@Tae TR 318 ea1eT g it o T B

This is where public ranking frameworks and verified data portals become important.
T T Ardwifara YT g 3R Wi 3e1 9ide AgeaquT 8 AT & |

India’s National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), introduced in 2016, is one such
effort to standardise information.

HR T AT gEEICReTel kT avad (NIRF), FI& 2016 F g% foram ara, e st
AT el &I Teh THT 514 &

It uses a common set of indicators such as teaching and learning resources, research
output, graduation outcomes, outreach, and perception.

AT Hehclehi & LT AT & |

It also requires institutions to disclose data in a structured format, the value of which lies in
comparability.

g TEYTAT T Teh T YIET H ST Y] Tl hY 87 3TaRIehll Xl &, ST Fged
geear 7 fAfga B

When institutions report data using common definitions and formats, it becomes easier for
students to make informed choices.

SIS TS HHT GRS 3R ITEl hr ST &heh SeT TEddl il &, ol B! o forw giara
farotr S 3mare g ST g |

Similarly, centralised data portals that provide verified information on enrolment,
accreditation, and faculty strength can reduce dependence on informal and unreliable
sources.

S8l JehR, #ATHheT, AT 3R thehed HEAT TR HeAAT SATTHRY FeTel el aTel shelehel ST
qréer 3tTaTes 3R 31faeaaaa Fial . HeRar ) e o g §

Room for improvement (FHR I ATaed<hd)

These tools also have limitations.
o7 39Tt T 3 HATT &)
Rankings depend on how indicators are selected and weighted.

IfFeT 39 9T W fFT Y & o6 Gohaen! T T 3T ARTHeT A foham Srar gl

If too much importance is given to easily measurable factors, institutions may try to improve
scores rather than actual quality.

I TN A AT ST aTel HRET T 3Tk Hed fTT ST &, O HEAT dRecifaeh oTar &
Tl TR FURA W AT & Thd &

Many important aspects of education, such as classroom experience, mentoring, and
work-integrated learning, are difficult to measure.

18T o S Agcaqol Ugel, S FaT IeqHa, ARG, IR FRF-vhg fATH, AT Ho gl
el

There is also a risk of over-interpreting ranks.

& F1 37 sarear @ o SfEe gar g

Differences between institutions may be small, but ranks can create the perception of large
gaps.

TEATAT & ST AT BT g TehdT &, AfeheT I 92 3T &1 THH - Tohd ¢

This is why rank bands and methodological transparency are important.

Y SroT Yo 5 3R FrRivoTel IRERIAT FgcaTot ¥
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e Despite these limitations, the absence of credible public information would be far worse.
o1 HIAT3HT o STaole, TaRadsiT Hdsi{eieh STieTehRT T 3781 3R 8 3rfereh 73T gram|

e Without verified data, students would continue to rely on biased information.
FATTT 32T & foalT, BT gaTdrdt STerert 9X fAsi 39|

¢ Information asymmetry would remain high, and poor-quality signalling would persist.
a1 RASHAT 321 §af1 1@af 3R fe=T I[0TaT & Fehed STRY 6T |

o If India aims to build a strong and inclusive higher education system, information systems
must be a priority.

Ay AR Tk AT 3R FAALT 3T & JOITel T T §, A YA sonfeat H
ST S g1t

e This includes better data verification, clearer definitions, transparent methodologies,
accessible platforms and appropriate visualisation.

SHH JEcR 3T FATIA, TS IRV, TRl HrEAYONTerr, Ferst Colehid iR 3ugFd 527
wEqfer fAe
e For students, this is about making informed choices.
ot & T 77 gfa fokr 9 & dEfa ¥
e For institutions, it is about credibility and accountability.
TEAT & faIw Ig fRreaweiiadr 31k srareed &1 v

e The key question is simple: can students choose well if they cannot clearly see what they are
choosing?

T G2 A §: Afe; O TISC T W 77gT W Hehe! foh I FAT Fof Tg €, oY 4T 3 el TeTd Y
ghd 87

e Until that gap is reduced, the higher education market will continue to reward not only quality,
but also the ability to present quality convincingly.

SIS ofeh Ig 3T ha LT g1, 3T RIGT T SIS Shalof J[OTAT &1 LT sfeh TR bl JeTdT &7
T T I T &THAT T 31 GIERT AT G|
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27A | Railways orders audit of signalling systems for safe operations

Yo o gRitra waree & fore Rsafor R @1 3itfse smafra R
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Railways orders audit
of signalling systems
for safe operations

The Indian Railways has
ordered an audit of the sig-
nalling systems across its
network to rectify deficien-
cies and improve the over-
all reliability of the critical
assets for ensuring safe op-
erations.

Directing the general
managers of all zonal rail-
ways to depute senior offic-
ers to conduct the audit,
the Railway Board said in a
safety advisory that it was
essential to ensure the
quality of newly commis-
sioned installations and
periodically review the ex-
isting/old systems to assess
their reliability.

The instruction comes
against the backdrop of
many fatal accidents or de-
railments in the last three
years, in which the failure
of signals, especially in the
automatic signalling terri-
tory, was suspected to be
the reason. In at least two
incidents, including the ac-
cident involving the Shali-
mar-Chennai Coromandel
Express in South Eastern

Railway on June 2, 2023,
which left about 290 pas-
sengers dead and 900 oth-
ers injured, signals were in
the green for speeding
trains to run on the main
line, but the points were
set to the loop line.

The advisory said the
audit must cover the quali-
ty of installation and adhe-
rence to approved draw-
ings and specifications,
compliance with the Tech-
nical Advisory Note issued
by the Research Design
and Standards Organisa-
tion, the condition of
equipment, wiring, earth-
ing, and bonding, which
were imperative for the ef-
fective functioning of the
signalling systems.

“The objective of the au-
dit is to identify faulty sys-
tems, ensure compliance
with the prescribed stan-
dards, and improve the re-
liability of the signalling in-
stallations,” a  senior
railway officer said.

The Railways has also di-
rected the general manag-
ers to conduct root-cause
analysis of asset failures at
the divisional level.

27A Railways orders audit of
signalling systems for safe
operations

Yord A gRiera warere & faw Reafaer
RA¥eH &1 3R 3meRAa frar

e Railways order audit of signalling
systems for safe operations.

Yord &t gRIET Fereiet & fore Raferer e
1 3iifse 3mefAa frar)

e The Indian Railways has ordered an
audit of the signalling systems across its
network to rectify deficiencies and improve
the overall reliability of the critical assets for
ensuring safe operations.

HRAT ITd = 379 Seash & =i e
1 31fST et 1 3meer fear & arfer wfadt
X foham ST @k 3R gRfave Tt & ferw
Fgeaqol TRETTRIET T Feaa=NadT sers S
|

o Directing the general managers of all
zonal railways to depute senior officers to
conduct the audit, the Railway Board said in
a safety advisory that it was essential to
ensure the quality of newly commissioned
installations and periodically review the
existing/old systems to assess their reliability.

T3l SNaAer Yo & AIISEIhi o 3if3e & foaw
aRtss ARt &l g s &1 faderad
BV Yo &1S o FR&T TRIAR 3 gl o 75
TTTAT JOMTerdt T a[uTardT Giat e el AR
AISIET/IRT=AT JOTTOT hr FHI-FHT 9T FHET
HLAT IETF ¢ |

e The instruction comes against the
backdrop of many fatal accidents or
derailments in the last three years, in which
the failure of signals, especially in the
automatic signalling territory, was suspected
to be the reason.

ugﬁéarﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬂaq‘fﬁgéa»—éw

g3 AR Tl A S T Tea3it & Hest & 377 8, Torerel fatwe Faatfad Reafar e
#H T89sToT [aherdr &l RUT AT 1T

e |n at least two incidents, including the accident involving the Shalimar-Chennai Coromandel
Express in South Eastern Railway on June 2, 2023, which left about 290 passengers dead
and 900 others injured, signals were in the green for speeding trains to run on the main line,
but the points were set to the loop line.

H § e & TeI3it A, TS 2 5T 2023 1 ETRI0r gdf Yora 7 AMelAR-Aee1§ FRIFASHT TFaIH
Y GefeT Ml &, FSe oeTeteT 200 AT 1 7 X 900 °TAel T, Rveiel 7T Alged W
st a1fd & Tefel & fAT &R &, AfereT IiSeH ofF oIgeT W A A
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The advisory said the audit must cover the quality of installation and adherence to approved
drawings and specifications, compliance with the Technical Advisory Note issued by the
Research Design and Standards Organisation, the condition of equipment, wiring,
earthing, and bonding, which were imperative for the effective functioning of the signalling
systems.

oA 7 e a1 o 3iifSe F FUTaaT Y qoTeT 3N Fleh giger @ fafaidait & urerer, Ra
fEomgeT Uz ¥sdw sifamgarers cany S Sfaaeher TsaATgsI{t e 1 31U, 3TN I
T, araRer, 31 3k sifeger enfae g wnfee, st {eafeer Rved & g3rdt Jares & v
3TITF &

“The objective of the audit is to identify faulty systems, ensure compliance with the prescribed
standards, and improve the reliability of the signalling installations,” a senior railway officer
said.

Teh afvss Yerd AR o Fhgr, “HITST FT 36627 BT Junfordl shr ggare i, feiia At
T Telel FiATRET el R FAaerfolar eeiorere H1 faeaesadr # gurR wr g !’

The Railways has also directed the general managers to conduct root-cause analysis of
asset failures at the divisional level.

Yold o AGTISLhT hl HS ol FA TR IRETTIAT hY TAeTcl3ii 1 Fer HROT fare@wor (root-cause
analysis) @1 &7 8ff facer iGam g

GS Paper IlI: Internal Security 27 April 2026
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27A

Has Anthropic’s Mythos made the cure worse than the disease?

FI1 TR &1 AN sarer ) fIAE A off Sgax 7o fear &2
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Has Anthropic’s Mythos made the cure
worse than the disease?

In the world of cybersecurity, defenders are, to put it crudely, your anti-virus sellers, helping you fix security vulnerabilities and keep data safe. But

that simple business model is being disrupted by speed and scale

john Xavier

few weeks back, Anthropic

made two major

announcements. The Al

company said it was forming an
alliance with who’s who of the tech
industry and it said, with those alliance
members, it will share its latest Al model
that is skilled at identifying hidden
weaknesses in software.

That created a sort of cartel-style
alliance sans price fixing in an industry
that is increasingly facing cyber threats as
the mushrooming of Al-powered
applications is making the already difficult
threat terrain harder to navigate for
defenders.

In the world of cybersecurity,
defenders are, to put it crudely, your
anti-virus sellers, helping you fix security
vulnerabilities and keep data safe. But
that simple business model is being
disrupted by speed and scale.

Al'models like Anthropic’s Mythos are
capable of finding flaws in the software
architecture that have gone unnoticed for
years, despite running the most capable
security checks.

And the company has claimed that it
has identified many such issues in the
currently used software in several critical
systems.

A new problem

The frontier Al company has said that
only those in its alliance network have
access to Mythos Preview. That means
only they can find legacy flaws and fix
them.

But the company is now fighting a
problem it helped create — and one it may
have already lost a round of.

A small group of unauthorised users,
those not part of Project Glasswing, have
gained access to the model. Based on
reports, they haven’t entered it through a
back door. They seem to have made an
educated guess about where the model
lived online, based on the URL formats
Anthropic uses for its other models, and
leveraged credentials belonging to a
contractor.

The group has been using Mythos
regularly for some time, though not for
cybersecurity purposes, according to a
report by Bloomberg.

Anthropic confirmed it is investigating
the incident and said there is currently no
evidence that the activity extended
beyond the third-party vendor
environment.

The safeguard question

The incident raises serious questions
about whether Anthropic, valued at
approximately $380 billion, can
effectively safeguard its most powerful
technologies from falling into the hands of
malicious actors.

This is also not the company’s first
stumble. The Mythos breach comes
shortly after Fortune reported earlier that
Anthropic had accidentally made nearly
3,000 internal files publicly accessible,
including a draft blog post describing
Mythos itself.

A company asking the world to trust its
guardrails has now tripped over two of
them in quick succession.

Mythos is not a database of known
vulnerabilities. It is not a smarter version
of the scanners security teams already

Asmall group of unauthorised users, those not part of Project Glasswing, have gained access to the Mythos model. REUTERS

run. It operates through interaction
rather than inspection.

Mythos’s capability

Instead of scanning code for known
patterns, the system engages with it. It
executes functions, tests different inputs,
and observes how the software responds.
Each result feeds into the next step,
allowing the model to refine its approach
and move deeper into the system.

If an attempt fails, it does not stop the
process. But that failure acts as an input
for the next process. Unlike conventional
cybersecurity products, it acts like a
senior security engineer who can reason
about the software. And its biggest
differentiation is that it won’t get tired. It
can persevere indefinitely.

‘The model has already found
thousands of high-severity vulnerabilities,
including some in every major operating
system and web browser. It is capable of
chaining multiple vulnerabilities together
into working exploits. In controlled
evaluations, it could execute multi-stage
attacks on vulnerable networks, tasks that
would take human professionals days of
work.

Limited patches

Fewer than 1% of the potential
vulnerabilities Mythos has discovered so
far have been fully patched by their
maintainers. The rest sit in a growing
pipeline of known-but-undisclosed flaws.
That pipeline is not a database in the
traditional sense. But for anyone who
gains access to Mythos, it functions as a
live, continuously expanding map of
weaknesses in software that runs banking
systems, hospitals, power grids and
supply chains.

Which returns us to the Discord group
in the vendor environment — the small
group of unauthorised users who access
Mythos Preview. While their reported
reason behind accessing is reassuring for
now, it ignores the structural problem
entirely. Access is access.

If another group, one with malicious
intent, had gained access to this Al tool, it
is very likely they would have sabotaged
some critical software. With a
ready-to-attack set of vulnerabilities, the
power asymmetry is significant between
the user and the attacker.

Also, the window between discovering
a vulnerability and exploiting it by an
adversary has now collapsed. What once
took months now can happen in minutes
with Al as Microsoft noted in its Project
Glasswing statement.

Alarming asymmetry

The unauthorised users don’t need to
understand everything Mythos can do.
They need only to understand enough to
start asking the right questions of it.

This is the asymmetry that should
alarm security leaders more than any
specific vulnerability. Defenders are
constrained by set processes like patch
validation, deployment windows,
coordination across teams, and the
operational cost of downtime.

Mythos leaves the defensive cost of
answering those questions inside a real
enterprise largely unchanged. The right
lesson now is preparation. Attackers,

hile, have no such cc
They only need one door left open. lf
thousands of vulnerabilities can be
identified quickly, organisations may not
have the capacity to address them all.

Prioritisation becomes critical, and

A few weeks back, Anthropic made two major announcements.

%S HCdTg Ygel, Anthropic & &l Hgeaqol Bivony i

The Al company said it was forming an alliance with who’s who of the tech industry and it
said, with those alliance members, it will share its latest Al model that is skilled at identifying

hidden weaknesses in software.

errors become more costly. In this
environment, more visibility does not
automatically mean more secure.

Mythos-class capabilities will become
more broadly available. Within the next
year or two, enterprises will have direct
access to Al-powered discovery tools that
can scan their own proprietary codebases
with similar depth.

Beyond Anthropic’s Mythos

It is easy to stay stuck on a single model
but it is quite possible that Anthropic may
be overstating Mythos’s capabilities as
some experts have pointed out that
smaller open models have demonstrated
meaningful portions of what Mythos
does, at a fraction of the cost.

While this means that the gap between
a frontier model and a sufficiently
motivated attacker with access to cheaper
alternatives is narrowing, it also shows
that hackers can get access to cheap,
Mythos-level models.

That means organisations should be
well prepared for a constantly evolving
threat landscape where attackers are
moving faster than patch cycles. There is
also a need for a hard rethink of risk
tolerance for operational downtime: if
adversary timelines are now measured in
minutes, the old calculus about
acceptable patch delays no longer holds.

The deeper question is whether any
single company can be trusted as the
gatekeeper of technology this
consequential. Project Glasswing was
designed to put defenders ahead of
attackers. But if the guardrails can be
bypassed by a Discord group with a
contractor’s login and a good guess about
a URL, the cure may be running on the
same fragile infrastructure as the disease.

27A. Has Anthropic’s Mythos made the cure worse than the disease?

F1 TR &1 AT sarer ) fIEN T off agax 7o e €2
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38 Al Uil o gl oh I Thellehl IEINT & YHE W91 & AT Teh FSaYeT 511 QT & 3R 3T
HEEAT & TTY dg YT AdTdH Al ATST TTST H31T, ST ATFedAR F T wraranRat fr ugares
FeT H TETH B

That created a sort of cartel-style alliance sans price fixing in an industry that is
increasingly facing cyber threats as the mushrooming of Al-powered applications is
making the already difficult threat terrain harder to navigate for defenders.

S Ueh Y 1 FIEo-Aelt FT Tsaere aaT, forwa Few fve'Ror ¢l ar, T8 3¢2er & 5 sgd gu
WIFER @A T AIHAT Y g1 &, Fioh Al-Fefare o  gefer o ggel & g Hidet TR &
afiged &I 3R FAfee F=1r fear g

In the world of cybersecurity, defenders are, to put it crudely, your anti-virus sellers,
helping you fix security vulnerabilities and keep data safe.

AFaT GI&TT T gferan H, T Qg A g il W&Teh 3NTTeh TEN-ATIRH FarselT 81ct €, SiY e
FHAMGT T Sleh Tt AR T Y FR&TT T@et A FHeg il &

But that simple business model is being disrupted by speed and scale.

AfheT TE Tl AR Al Ay 3 YA & HRoT 17 &) T B

Al models like Anthropic’s Mythos are capable of finding flaws in the software architecture
that have gone unnoticed for years, despite running the most capable security checks.

Anthropic T Mythos 31 Al FSel ATFEdIR TITAT H VT WITHAT Wil Tohd! & ST ST deh, TEH
SeeTcl GR&TT Sireil o STasfe, AAcHr I§ 1S o

And the company has claimed that it has identified many such issues in the currently used
software in several critical systems.

hUelT = araT fohdT & foh 3= acTaleT H ST fohT ST 3¢ HiTedaR H g TH Fegl hl ggatl i ¢
S &$ Ageayqor syonferat 7 Al 1

A new problem (T& JA% THELT)

The frontier Al company has said that only those in its alliance network have access to
Mythos Preview.

39 31310 Al FYAT ¥ gl & foh hdol 3UF TSTET Acas > TG & Mythos Preview qug”?r
Hhd 8l

That means only they can find legacy flaws and fix them.

SEeT 3 ¢ o shaol aeT YT WITAT T TieT 3R e &Y Tl B 1

But the company is now fighting a problem it helped create — and one it may have already
lost a round of.

AAfeheT 379 YA ST THEIT A ST T & T 38 T 3cea fohar — 3R Tad: Toh TRoT
I5 FR A T

A small group of unauthorised users, those not part of Project Glasswing, have gained
access to the model.

@WWI&#%W%, S Project Glasswing &7 f@&@r s1gt &, & 37 #Aisd ds
RLERIS F AR

Based on reports, they haven’t entered it through a back door.

Ratet & 37aR, 3eglet 3ae Ao aarst & yaer =781 &

They seem to have made an educated guess about where the model lived online, based on

the URL formats Anthropic uses for its other models, and leveraged credentials belonging to
a contractor.

3gleY T eI ST foh FHISeT 3MTeTeliseT gl U &, Anthropic ZaRT 31 Hisel & forw
39191 fhT STTeY aTel URL WRRGT & 3R X, 31X U SahaR & $sfraed &1 3931 fanr|
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The group has been using Mythos regularly for some time, though not for cybersecurity
purposes, according to a report by Bloomberg.

Bloomberg &I RHE & 38R, T Tg TS AT T Mythos HT AITHT 39GT HI @R,
gTelifer WTSaY HXAT 3ggeal & forw =¢T|

Anthropic confirmed it is investigating the incident and said there is currently no evidence that
the activity extended beyond the third-party vendor environment.

Anthropic & GTSe T & 7o 9 S8 TeaT hT ST &Y TgT & 31 gl Toh 3781 o7k QT hiS THATOT o781 &
fo T arfafafer ad-ardf Rgsar araravor & 3mr 5 g

The safeguard question (ﬁTﬁTiﬁl}I’QH‘)

The incident raises serious questions about whether Anthropic, valued at approximately $380
billion, can effectively safeguard its most powerful technologies from falling into the hands of
malicious actors.

g T TSR 2T 33T & fob TIT899T $380 3R He dTell Anthropic 3T 3= e AfFairel
TR 1 gaTaeTqot deat & grelt 7 STy & wed o & e wehel ¢

This is also not the company’s first stumble.

g e T Tgel I T TG B

The Mythos breach comes shortly after Fortune reported earlier that Anthropic had

accidentally made nearly 3,000 internal files publicly accessible, including a draft blog post
describing Mythos itself.

Mythos & S[ET J§ TIeaT o FTH=T 37T$ ST Fortune = Ggof REIE fohaT AT f& Anthropic = Tefclt &
STATSAT 3,000 HTARF FIgel Adoiioleh Y & AT, fHT8T Mythos T IuT 1 Tl Teh ST sellaT
gree ot enfdrer am|

A company asking the world to trust its guardrails has now tripped over two of them in quick
succession.

Teh ST SiT T & 37eY &N o IX FaRare el ol &g T61 8, 96 T 9NN & aR 38 o)
SN TN T ¢

Mythos is not a database of known vulnerabilities.

Mythos JTd HHASIRAT T IS 3T =T8T ¢ |

It is not a smarter version of the scanners security teams already run.

Ig GU&TT EAT GaRT Te el & 3TN FohT SiTet aTel Tohol]i T Seolc FEhIOT 1 7161 8

It operates through interaction rather than inspection.

g fAdEToT & ST RER RAT & JATETH A 1 FATg

Mythos’s capability (Mythos T &7dT)

Instead of scanning code for known patterns, the system engages with it.

T Yot & ToIT IS ol Tohel I & SoT1, g TOTCl 3T GREIT fohar el &1

It executes functions, tests different inputs, and observes how the software responds.

Ig Herered forsarfee el 8, fafdieet geqe o1 qdieior oheell &, 3R Ig aweh & o ditFeaer
gfafshar Far g

Each result feeds into the next step, allowing the model to refine its approach and move
deeper into the system.

Fcdeh TROTEH 3eTel TROT & SAYE & §G H ST &, TG Hisel 391 giSehior T aRspa T
T & 3R goumel & 31K T8US I ST haT

If an attempt fails, it does not stop the process.

T IS TATH 37T BT &, dT T UThaAT T AT AehT|
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But that failure acts as an input for the next process.
Sfesh a8 I ABIdT 3aTel FishaT o foIT $aTqe &= Sirel &

Unlike conventional cybersecurity products, it acts like a senior security engineer who can
reason about the software.

ARARE AFa Y& ScuTel & fIoid, I8 Ueh afkss et Sollfara T oig Hrd AT g S
AT & TR 7 Toh R ThT

And its biggest differentiation is that it won’t get tired.

3R sHFT I 37 AT g ¢ T T8 ghar A8t ¢

It can persevere indefinitely.

T HATRTT el I HII ART TG FhT

The model has already found thousands of high-severity vulnerabilities, including some in
every major operating system and web browser.

HIS o Ugel 1 §oRI Feq-Ir$RaT arelt FHASAMNAT Tiot ot 8, T g vaw A fEar e 3l
AT B A Fo A §

It is capable of chaining multiple vulnerabilities together into working exploits.

TE HS FANNRIT BT N5 HrAAT TFACATSEH TAT ThelT & |

In controlled evaluations, it could execute multi-stage attacks on vulnerable networks, tasks
that would take human professionals days of work.

g adietor &, wmmwag-wmw«qw &, St AT v il s
et oRTc |

Limited patches

T &=

Fewer than 1% of the potential vulnerabilities Mythos has discovered so far have been fully
patched by their maintainers.

Mythos aRT @ISl 318 AT FHSNNREAT 7 & 1% § 8 & FI 3eTeh Jetrehi gaRT I g 4
ERIERIES

The rest sit in a growing pipeline of known-but-undisclosed flaws.

SThT ATl AAfeheT TeRTTRIT WITARAT T Tl 3@em H Al &

That pipeline is not a database in the traditional sense.

% el TR 3 A S Sew A ¥

But for anyone who gains access to Mythos, it functions as a live, continuously expanding

map of weaknesses in software that runs banking systems, hospitals, power grids and supply
chains.

oifeheT ST 8 Mythos Tk Tger ITed AT, 3% T g dfeher Rwes, 3raard, ara) s 3tk
TS AeT TelTeT ATl AIFCAI T FHASANRAT T Teh Stae 3R AR faearefie AR = sar
gl

Which returns us to the Discord group in the vendor environment — the small group of
unauthorised users who access Mythos Preview.

g H Tashall aTdTaRoT # #Hise Discord WHg 1 3R aT9 of SiTal § — a8 Biel §Hg orae
eIl §9 & Mythos Previewaa?qgﬂa?ﬂél

While their reported reason behind accessing is reassuring for now, it ignores the structural
problem entirely.

BTelTh 3oTehl TE <l T RUT 3737 HRTE e ATl ST &, fehed TE ALAeATeHD FHEAT h1 T
TRE AR 3T FAT &

Access is access.

g, T & e B
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If another group, one with malicious intent, had gained access to this Al toal, it is very likely
they would have sabotaged some critical software.

afe IS - T, Toraeh S gHIT=TToT &, $H Al ToT e Tgd ATeT Y I, Tt T I Fopeir
Fgea Ul IR T FehalTeT qgT & |

With a ready-to-attack set of vulnerabilities, the power asymmetry is signie cant between the
user and the attacker.

gﬂﬁé:%uéwwsﬁﬁtﬁa:w,mmﬁﬁma:aﬁﬂﬁ?magﬁmﬁ
AT B

Also, the window between discovering a vulnerability and exploiting it by an adversary has
now collapsed.

3 3TeTdT, fohdll AN Y WieT AR 3T AT asafﬁra:rmmag?ramg’rw%l

What once took months now can happen in minutes with Al, as Microsoft noted in its Project
Glasswing statement.

S gge AT I BT AT, I8 319 Al & A1y fAeel & 8 Gehar &, 34 f Microsoft & 379 Project
Glasswing s3TeT 3 &gT|

Alarming asymmetry (RIdTeIeT® 3HHATCT)

The unauthorised users don’t need to understand everything Mythos can do.

ATl 3TANTHATIHT BT Mythos T I &THAT THST T HTTLTHAT 761 & |

They need only to understand enough to start asking the right questions of it.

376 ha ol SeTT HHSAT BIcTT © Toh & SHY eI 92T IS Feh |

This is the asymmetry that should alarm security leaders more than any specie ¢ vulnerability.

Ig TEN THACT & ST Ferdlr TaRIy ShaAiidy & 31Tereh 4T A1t ! i et =fge|

Defenders are constrained by set processes like patch validation, deployment windows,
coordination across teams, and the operational cost of downtime.

W1 fuTRa afkansit & 99 81a & o S Fcaras, dadr @679, ST & ST @H7ead, 3R
ST3<ICISH hl AT |

Mythos leaves the defensive cost of answering those questions inside a real enterprise
largely unchanged.

Mythos ST 921 & 30X Gl ol Y&TTcH SIT9Td ! A [deh 36.TH & HaR eereieT aRafda x@dr
gl

The right lesson now is preparation.

3T TE TG AR |

Attackers, meanwhile, have no such constraints.
TEY 3R, FHART T O S gfaaer 781 2|
They only need one door left open.

37 shael Teh Gell &XdTell ATRT|

If thousands of vulnerabilities can be identie ed quickly, organisations may not have the
capacity to address them all.

Te EIRT HASNTIT I STeaT UgdTel & Tohdl &, dl IS 3o T T Sk et 3 T&TH oIgT &l
g |

Prioritisation becomes critical, and errors become more costly.

SEfeIT STt freRor Ageaqet & STar & 3R et 3t e e el €|

In this environment, more visibility does not automatically mean more secure.

58 URTEATTT & 31TeIeh GRICT 1 1Y Taeiield & & e &I LT giar|

Mythos-class capabilities will become more broadly available.

Mythos STET &THaTT HiasT 3 317 caT9e ®9 & 3UcreY giefl|
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e Within the next year or two, enterprises will have direct access to Al-powered discovery tools
that can scan their own proprietary codebases with similar depth.

33Tel Teh-a1 I A, 3GTAT T TH Al-3TenRed 3Te0T fReldT ST 3e7ah 3 HISed Sl THTT TS
Y Thel T Thal |

Beyond Anthropic’s Mythos (Anthropic & Mythos & 31rt)

e Itis easy to stay stuck on a single maodel but it is quite possible that Anthropic may be
overstating Mythos’s capabilities as some experts have pointed out that smaller open models
have demonstrated meaningful portions of what Mythos does, at a fraction of the cost.

oY Ueh ATSS T shigd T@=1T T &, AfeheT THT & foh Anthropic Mythos T &THAT3T T Jal-
TSI Tl TET &1, FiTeh o TAATA o ST & o I 39T AlSel 37 e AT I HATT Hrdf
I qHh B

¢ While this means that the gap between a frontier model and a sue ciently motivated attacker

with access to cheaper alternatives is narrowing, it also shows that hackers can get access to
cheap, Mythos-level models.

gt 37 & [ 3oaAd Al 3T TET el aTer AR & I &7 3R O T 8, 3 ehd 1
T TET Mythos-SI Alsd & Thd g

e That means organisations should be well prepared for a constantly evolving threat landscape
where attackers are moving faster than patch cycles.

SR Y ¢ o HITSal Y Aol U dgeld Wak & TR & folv IR TEeTr =1few, Siel gHerne] 4
Tk A dol I 37T 9¢ W &

e Thereis also a need for a hard rethink of risk tolerance for operational downtime: if adversary
timelines are now measured in minutes, the old calculus about acceptable patch delays no
longer holds.

HeToleAIcHeh ST3AICISH o SilTEH FeaTelleil W JATauR aedeh ¢, Fieh I gHeaR fAeTet 7
I T Fehd &, o [ e fIeie & AleICs 379 9] T8l gl |

o The deeper question is whether any single company can be trusted as the gatekeeper of
technology this consequential.

378 92T e § o T SAell HgeaquT ciehotieh & ER&Te o &9 3 fohell Ueh Shell 9X #0T fomar
ST HHATE

e Project Glasswing was designed to put defenders ahead of attackers.
Project Glasswing 3T 3623 T&Teh! T gHITART H 3T IW=AT AT

e Butif the guardrails can be bypassed by a Discord group with a contractor’s login and a good
guess about a URL, the cure may be running on the same fragile infrastructure as the
disease.

QAT I GR&T 3TN &1 Teh Discord HHE SaRT, SeheR & dlfaled 3 URL o 3T & IR
TohaT ST GehT &, ot GATT 3 3T AR o W 3mena & TehaT & forg W gaEr 3menia
gl
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27A | Radio exercise tradition, one face of Japan’s longevity
Y3 saraTe w9, Sare i ety FT v gl
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Radio exercise
tradition, one face
of Japan’s longevity
AT —

TOKYO

This is how Japan wakes up. It’s called Radio Taiso
— Exercise Radio — a simple yet dynamic way to
start the day. Japanese radio plays music every
morning at 6.30 to accompany basic instructions
for calisthenics, and millions perform in the cho-
reography: in parks, workplaces, schools — and at
home.

Radio Taiso has an almost 100-year history, for-
mally introduced in 1928 and coinciding with the
enthronement of Emperor Hirchito. The tradition
endures because the exercises are suitable for all
ages and capabilities, and easily accessible.

We're talking about basic exercise movements:
reach to the sky to limber up, twist at the torso,
bend at the hips, swing the arms and get the
shoulders loose, or jump or run in place.

Exercisers can make it as strenuous as they
wish, and it’s over in just 10 minutes, all done to
the rhythm of a soft piano melody.

The routine features a trio of three-minute seg-
ments that get slightly more difficult — but not
much. Most Radio Taiso followers know the se-
quences by heart.

Each movement is repeated four to eight times
with instructions throughout to relax, breathe,
and inhale and exhale slowly.

Kenji Iguchi is 83 — he’d pass for 60 — and he’s
been a regular for about 20 years. “It’s for my
joints, mainly the knees and back, because of my
age,” he said.

Japan has one of the longest-lived populations
on Earth, and this ritual is credited for promoting
physical and social well-being. The average life ex-
pectancy here is about 85, and only Hong Kong is
reported to be slightly higher. By comparison, the
United States life expectancy is about 79.

27A. Radio exercise tradition, one face of
Japan’s longevity
WY sraTH TR, ST $Y Uy F T gEe

e This is how Japan wakes up.

Ig 39 a8 ¢ T A JARET &
e |t's called Radio Taiso — Exercise Radio —a
simple yet dynamic way to start the day.

U I3 ara — veawaEe WA Ferear g — e
QBT e hT Teh Tl elfchet TR TRV

e Japanese radio plays music every morning at
6.30 to accompany basic instructions for calisthenics, and
millions perform in the choreography: in parks,
workplaces, schools — and at home.

STaTer I3AY 5 HaIg 6.30 Tt HalleT STl & cArfes
Sioredfaera & girardy el & aryr drersiel g @, 3R
AT AT 38 HINATIATRT ot el FRIEE, Fpeit — 3R
W R AL

e Radio Taiso has an almost 100-year history,
formally introduced in 1928 and coinciding with the
enthronement of Emperor Hirohito.

AT AT AT T F9T37eT 100 St 1 3fae™ &, o s
T 1928 H Y& T 1T 27 3R Ig FaATE Rdfedr &
TSIITAYF & T A WIaAT &

e The tradition endures because the exercises are
suitable for all ages and capabilities, and easily
accessible.

Ig TR AT 1T § Fiieh I sarars T 317 3R
A3 o ToIT 3ugerd & 3R 3=l & Forer €1

o We're talking about basic exercise movements:
reach to the sky to limber up, twist at the torso, bend at

the hips, swing the arms and get the shoulders loose, or
jump or run in place.

5 girandt s AR & ad W @ 8 alR A

et &t & ToT SR T 30 GTY ST, €75 T HSelT, Fog! I SThal, BT 1 AT 3R Heri 1
STl Sh¥aAT, IT ST TR 1T AT SlgeT|

e Exercisers can make it as strenuous as they wish, and it’s over in just 10 minutes, all done
to the rhythm of a soft piano melody.

SITITH e dTel 8 37U TBT o AR FHideT oot Fedl 8, AR TE haael 10 et F GAM 81
ST &, ST Teh goeh! TUATAT 47 T clTel W) fahar ST 8|

e The routine features a trio of three-minute segments that get slightly more difficult — but not

much.

59 feetera 7 efier-fier Biere & ofier s1r €11 & S 218 3170 hfeeT @1 STl & — afehed 9ga

SITET LT |

e Most Radio Taiso followers know the sequences by heart.
3rfRremier IR ATSEY I1TARY S HAT BT HSEY A B

e Each movement is repeated four to eight times with instructions throughout to relax,
breathe, and inhale and exhale slowly.
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T AT T IR F TS TR SIEITAT ST &, 3R AT &7 3R Fled, i oled, 3 dR-4R
QATH-YRATH & fader fguw o €1

Kenji lguchi is 83 — he’d pass for 60 — and he’s been a regular for about 20 years.

Fretol! FIre 83 a9 o § — QAfhed 3 60 & o191 & — 3T wI7e79T 20 st F fAATAST &9 & 78
A IME B

“It's for my joints, mainly the knees and back, because of my age,” he said.

3egiel hel, “TE A sl & foIT §, 7TT &9 § geait 3R dis & forw, A3 36 & Hror|”
Japan has one of the longest-lived populations on Earth, and this ritual is credited for
promoting physical and social well-being.

ST G &hT e 3iTeren SraTy MTETeT aret ¢l 7 & Teh &, 3R 58 T 1 AiRe 3R
ATATTSH FHeATT &Y SEIaT &of T AT &A1 FATaT &

The average life expectancy here is about 85, and only Hong Kong is reported to be slightly
higher.

g1 Arad SasT TeaTRIT 973797 85 a9 §, 31N hacl §RIRIET T UTST TS ST AT &
By comparison, the United States life expectancy is about 79.
AT H, TF T HARET b1 Sfaet Temem ofarsyar 79 a¥ B |
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