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27A.  Visually challenged trainee judge gets 
an inclusive campus 

                                           
     

 Visually challenged trainee judge gets an 
inclusive campus. 

                                                 
 Hostel room number 110 on the ground floor of 

the Kerala Judicial Academy at Athani in Ernakulam 

has been spruced up for a new occupant. 

 ए                                                 पर 
        र        110    नए  न          ए     र          
    

 Two stainless steel grab bars have been fixed 
along the wall of the room to guide Thanya Nathan C., 

the first visually challenged trainee judge in the district 
judiciary of Kerala, who checked into the hostel on 
Sunday, from the door to the bed. 

   र         र              न                    ए  ए    
                  .,      र              प         प    
                            और र    र               , 

 र            र           न प       
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27A.  Images that eloquently told the story of India in light and shade 

                          औ                                

 The story of Raghu Rai, who passed away on Sunday, is intricately linked with that of the 

country. 

               न ,   न   र    र     न न       ,           न       र                   
 From capturing the stately presence of Indira Gandhi to documenting the Bhopal gas 

tragedy, his photographs have frozen moments of history. 

                   र       प              रन        र                             रन    , 

 न       र  न                      र  र       
 Language may be used to obfuscate the truth. 

          प             प न       ए                  
 An image never lies. 

 ए      र         न           
 Raghu Rai‟s countless images, often with their quiet optimism and occasionally brooding 

pessimism, never did. 

 र   र       न  न      र ,   न      र             और    -      न  नर            ,     
    न            

 A testimony to a country as much at ease with the gentle religiosity of the eternal refugee, the 
Dalai Lama, and the endlessly healing Mother Teresa. 
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                                 र                                और  नर  र       रन       
                          

 As with the silent eloquence of a frame of a Satyajit Ray film or the stately presence of Indira 
Gandhi captured in a frame sitting in her office. 

                                    न              पन                                  
  र           

 Signing some papers even as her Ministers, all men, stand around her. 

          पर      र  र र            न           ,    प      ,  न     प           
 Then there were timeless frames of a blind Muslim beggar finding his way leaning on the 

shoulder of a Hindu girl with mental disabilities. 

   र ए                  र                 र           न     प                                  
   र     र र          र       

 And another one of a chaiwala precariously perched at the gate of a moving train with his 
tray, cups and saucers. 

 और ए          र       ए                 न     र     पर  पन    ,  प और     र          

     न  न ए   ए     
 For the record, Rai, who passed away at the age of 83 on Sunday, after battling cancer for 

two years. 

  र         न   र, 83               र    र                        न         र   र       न न      
 Was a print photographer whose association with The Statesman, beginning 1966, has been 

recounted almost as often as his images have been debated before being embraced. 

    ए              र      न   1966                              न           र      न   न   
    र   

 “I meet my god through my camera,” he once said. 

     न        , “    पन     र                  न              ” 

 

  “I am partial to the wide angle,” he once told me, “because even when I photograph a 

person, I want the atmosphere, the surrounding, the simultaneity of moments.” 

     न        , “      ड ए       प  र    ,                               र         ,            
प र   ,   प   और        ए        न            ” 

 The darkroom, in his hands, was less a process and more a mythos. 

  न           ड      ए        न   ,      ए                
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27A.  Kwizera blazes to TCS World 10K Bengaluru 
record 

            TCS   ड  10K               ड        

 Rodrigue Kwizera blitzed through the field to set a new 
men‟s event record at the TCS World 10K Bengaluru 2026 here on 

Sunday. 

               न  र    र                TCS   ड  10K        2026    
प        न    र      न न       ए     न      न  र     न       

 Kwizera stepped on the pedal in the final stretch to finish 
with a timing of 27:31s, well under the previous mark of 27:38 set by 
Nicholas Kipkorir Kimeli in 2022. 

      र  न         र              और 27:31     ड               

   न      ,    2022                              र   न ए  ए 

27:38     प     र                 र     
 Kwizera, who missed the top spot to Kenya‘s Sebastian 

Sawe in a photo finish here three years ago, won $34,000 (including 

the event record bonus of $8,000). 

      र ,      न     प                 न                                
        न      ए   , न  $34,000 (      $8,000     र       न        

  )       

 

27A. Sawe becomes first man to run a 
marathon under two hours 

                                                    

    

 Kenya‘s Sabastian Sawe became the first man 

to run a marathon in under two hours when he won the 
London Marathon in one hour, 59m and 30 seconds 

on Sunday. 

                         र    र                    र ए  

     59      30     ड      र  न प र   रन       प          

 न   
 The 31-year-old shattered the world record held 

by the late Kelvin Kiptum who set a time of 2:00:35 at the Chicago Marathon in October 

2023. 

 31           न                                र                ,      न       र 2023           
          2:00:35         न        

 Yomif Kejelcha of Ethiopia was second in his debut with 1:59.41, while Jacob Kiplimo of 
Uganda took bronze in 2:02.28. 

       प                     पन           1:59.41                  र     न पर र  ,              
                न  2:02.28              प         

 Tigst Assefa of Ethiopia broke her own women‟s-only world record en route to victory. 

       प                  न         ओर        ए  पन                 र               
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GS Paper 1: History 27 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
27A How did the Neanderthals go extinct? 

 (  ए ड                  ए?) 

27A QUIZ 
 

 

27A. How did the Neanderthals go extinct? 

 (  ए ड                  ए?) 

 A: Pursuing the mystery of how the 
Neanderthals went extinct, researchers from the 
Universities of Cambridge and of Montreal have now 
asserted that climate change was not the primary 

reason. 

 :   ए ड                न     र           न  र     ए, 

       औ                                 ओ  न     

                                              र  न    
    

 Instead, they have reported that Homo sapiens 
succeeded because of their better social connectivity 

whereas the Neanderthals‟ populations suffered the 
. effects of poor social connections

         ,     न                         पन      र 
                        र        ए,       नए  र   

             र                     र              
 The findings, published on April 1 in Quaternary Science Reviews, were based on habitat 

suitability modelling: using algorithms to estimate where ancient humans might have 
preferred to live based on simulations of the climate over 60,000 years. 

    न     1                                           ए,                    ड     पर 
    र    :      ए    र       प     र       न   न                  न   न  60,000        
              न       र पर      र न  प     र         

 Based on these simulations, the team said that both species maintained “core” regions in 
Spain and Italy, among other areas, that should have provided shelter and protection as the 
populations negotiated Marine Isotope Stage 3 — a time when the earth was cold even as 

its climate oscillated rapidly. 

 न        न        र पर,     न           न          न       और                       “    ” 

     न ए र  ,                      3      र न     और   र      न  र        —           

      प            ,     न                    र       
 The researchers also said that these two groups rarely crossed paths: based on their 

estimated maps, the researchers said the species‟ ranges overlapped by less than 5% — a 
figure they said weakened the theory of ―competitive exclusion‖, which claims that 
Neanderthals went extinct because H. sapiens outcompeted them for resources. 

       ओ  न                    न                   ए -   र         :  न    न    न    न        
 न   र,  न                 र     5%          ओ र  प  र      —          ―            

       ‖                र  र     ,             र          नए  र       ए          ए       

             न       न       ए      प          
 If the new findings are to be believed, Neanderthal groups in Eastern Europe were too 

isolated to survive demographic pressures, while H. sapiens benefited from superior 
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networks along coastal migration routes. 

     न नए  न     पर               ए,                    ए ड                             न  
 रन       ए              -      ,                                                 र 
न                   

 Ultimately, the paper concluded, the process in which H. sapiens replaced Neanderthals 
was ―regionally differentiated‖, meaning it happened for different reasons in different 

locations. 

     ,     प  न   न      न                                       ए ड                ,    

―                ‖   ,            न    न  पर    -      र              

 

27A. QUIZ 

Prafulla Chandra Ghosh 

 Prafulla Chandra Ghosh was the first Chief Minister of 
West Bengal in 1947 after Independence. A freedom fighter 
linked with the Anushilan Samiti, he contributed to revolutionary 

nationalist activities in Bengal.  

 His tenure was brief, lasting only a few months due to 
political instability during the Partition period.  

 He led the State in its initial administrative transition, 
dealing with refugee crises and institutional restructuring in newly 

formed West Bengal. 

Bidhan Chandra Roy 

 Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy served as Chief Minister from 
1948 to 1962, becoming one of West Bengal‟s longest-serving 
leaders.  

 A noted physician and freedom fighter, he led post-
Partition reconstruction. He promoted industrialisation and urban 
development, establishing cities like Durgapur and Bidhannagar. 

  His governance strengthened infrastructure, healthcare, 
and economic planning, leaving a lasting legacy in shaping modern West Bengal‟s 

administrative and developmental framework. 

Jyoti Basu (Early Electoral Entry) 

 Jyoti Basu was first elected to the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1946 on a Communist 
Party of India (CPI) ticket. At that time, CPI had very limited representation, with only three 
MLAs elected. Basu represented the Railway constituency, reflecting strong trade union 

influence. 

  This marked the beginning of his long political career, eventually leading to his tenure as one 

of India‟s longest-serving Chief Ministers. 

Rattanlal Brahmin (Darjeeling Representative) 

 Rattanlal Brahmin was one of the other two CPI legislators elected in 1946, representing the 
Darjeeling constituency. 

  His election reflected the spread of communist influence among tea garden workers and hill 
populations. 

  Though less prominent nationally than Basu, his role was significant in establishing CPI‟s 
early political base in northern Bengal.  

 This foothold later contributed to the growth of left politics in West Bengal‟s diverse regional 

landscape. 
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Bangla Congress (Founded by Ajoy Mukherjee) 

 Ajoy Mukherjee founded the Bangla Congress in 1966 after breaking away from the Indian 

National Congress. 

  The party played a crucial role in forming the United Front governments (1967, 1969) in 

West Bengal, marking a shift toward coalition politics. 

  It represented regional aspirations and opposition to Congress dominance, contributing 

significantly to the rise of non-Congress political forces in the State. 

Pranab Mukherjee (Political Career Beginning) 

 Pranab Mukherjee began his political career through the Bangla Congress, which provided 
his initial entry into active politics. He was elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1969, gaining 

recognition for his administrative and parliamentary skills.  

 He later joined the Congress and rose to hold key portfolios, eventually serving as the 
President of India (2012–2017), becoming one of the most experienced statesmen in Indian 

politics. 

Parasakthi and Sivaji Ganesan 

 Sivaji Ganesan delivered powerful dialogues in the 1952 film Parasakthi that sharply criticised 
social orthodoxy, caste practices, and superstition. 

  The film marked his debut and became a landmark in Tamil cinema for its strong reformist 
message. 

  His intense performance, especially courtroom scenes, reflected the growing influence of 
Dravidian ideology in popular culture during that period. 

M. Karunanidhi (Screenwriter and Chief Minister) 

 M. Karunanidhi wrote the dialogues of Parasakthi, showcasing his brilliance as a prolific 
screenwriter. His writing promoted rationalism and social justice, aligning with the Dravidian 
movement. 

  Later, he became a key leader of the DMK and served multiple terms as Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu.  

 His dual legacy in cinema and politics significantly shaped Tamil society, language politics, 

and regional identity. 

J. Jayalalithaa (School Topper and Chief Minister) 

 J. Jayalalithaa was an academically brilliant student and a school topper, known for 
excelling in her studies at Bishop Cotton Girls‘ School, Bengaluru. She earned high 

distinction and even secured a scholarship for higher education but chose a career in cinema. 

  Later, she entered politics under MGR‟s mentorship and became a dominant leader of 
AIADMK, serving multiple terms as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu with strong welfare-

oriented governance. 

GS Paper 1: Society 27 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
27A At Chintan Shivir, DNT enumeration in Census discussed 

                          DNT              
27A Mamata seeks Bhabanipur support, PM reaches out to Matuas in campaign last 

leg 

                                ,   ए                                                
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27A. At Chintan Shivir, DNT enumeration in Census 
discussed 

                          DNT              

 At Chintan Shivir, DNT enumeration in Census was 
discussed. 

                          DNT      न  पर           
 The Social Justice Ministry on Sunday concluded a 

three-day “Chintan Shivir” (brainstorming session). 

                     न  र    र      न        “           ” (   न 

  )       पन       
 During which the inclusion of denotified, nomadic, and 

semi-nomadic tribes (DNTs) in the ongoing Census 2027 

exercise was one of the key focus areas. 

       र न    र          2027                ,        औ     -
                (DNTs)           रन                र    

 The DNT communities have been demanding a separate 

column or question in the Census forms. 

 DNT         न  न                        न          र र       
 Specifically to account for their populations across the 

country. 

        प        र     न    न                न  रन       ए  
 Community leaders are also mobilising support for a 

separate Schedule for DNTs on a par with the lists of Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes. 

           न                 ,                 औ                
    र  DNTs      ए             (Schedule)              ए     न 

     र       
 The Supreme Court dismissed a petition last month 

seeking a Census question for DNTs and a separate classification 
for them. 

            न   प       न  DNTs      ए  न  न           न और 
        र                         र   र     

 Leaving them the liberty to approach the government on 

the matter. 

                           प     न                    
 Social Justice Minister Virendra Kumar said on Sunday 

that the sessions were a serious and result-oriented platform. 

                               न  र    र                     र और प र   -              
 For the Centre, States and Union Territories to reflect collectively on how social justice 

delivery can be made more accessible, responsive and implementation-driven. 

         ,      औ                     र        र  र                        र          
         ,   र     और         न-    र   न      ए  

 The brainstorming session also discussed scholarship and hostel schemes for SC and 

OBC students. 

    न       SC और OBC           ए         औ                  पर              
 Comprehensive support for transgender people and how to align schemes for them with the 

new amendments enacted by Parliament in 2026. 

       ड               ए    प      न और 2026                 ए  ए                   न ओ  
                        ए,    पर              
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 While a central focus of the sessions on DNT welfare was the principal bottleneck issue of 
State and Union Territory governments not providing DNT community certificates. 

 DNT       पर                  र    और                 र  र     र  DNT           

       न   न               पर     
 Hindering their access to 

schemes. 

        न      न ओ     प              
र       

 Across different sessions, the 
issue of obtaining an accurate count of 
DNT populations across the country 
also kept coming up, officials said. 

       र   न              न        
    र    DNT                 न     
        र-  र      र    

 This comes even as members 
of Centre‟s Development Welfare 
Board for DNTs raise concerns over 
the lack of clarity on their enumeration 
in the ongoing Census. 

          र                DNT       

ए           ड             र   
 न  न      न     न        र  प     
       पर           र       

 “As of now, we don‟t know if 
there will be a column for OBCs. 

 “           न    प      OBCs      ए 

                 न     
 So we don‟t know if there will 

be a DNT column as well or how this is 
going to be done,” one Board official 
said. 

     ए           न    प      DNT    
  ए              न                     
    ,” ए            र  न       

27A. Mamata seeks 
Bhabanipur support, PM 

reaches out to Matuas in 
campaign last leg 

                                , 
  ए                           
                          

 The Matua sect of 
Namasudra Hindus originated from 

Orakandi in the 19th century. 

                               19        
   ओर            प न      
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 And its followers have been migrating to Bengal. 

 और       न                 र      र       
 “I pledge before the brothers and sisters of the Matua Namasudra community members that 

they will receive citizenship through the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

 “                            -  न        न         प                           (      ) 

               न   र            
GS Paper 1: Geography 27 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

27A Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre 

              : NGT                           
 

 

27A. Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre 

              : NGT                           

 Hanging glaciers: NGT issues notice to Centre. 

             र: NGT न         न       र        
 The National Green Tribunal has sought a response from the Centre 

and others regarding the danger that hanging glaciers pose on the mountain 

slopes of central Himalaya. 

                    (NGT) न      और     प                        र      

          प         न  पर   प न   र                             
 The NGT has taken suo motu cognisance of a report citing a study 

which flagged the environmental concern. 

 NGT न  ए      न            न        रप    पर         (suo motu)              , 
      प    र                 र           

 It said the report indicated a violation of the provisions of the 
Environment (Protection) Act. 

   न          रप            (     )                 न          न                   

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 27 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

27A Right to safe travel on highways part of right to life 

                               ,                         
27A NCSC seeks report on Mamata‘s ‗derogatory‘ remark 

 NCSC            ‗        ‘                        
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27A. Right to safe travel on 
highways part of right to life 

                               , 
                        

 The right to safe travel on 
highways is part of the right to life. 

       पर   र                 र         
                    

 The Supreme Court has declared 

that the safety of commuters against road 
accidents and the right to safe passage on 
highways are part of the fundamental right 
to life under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. 

            न                       

     न ओ                 र   और       पर 
  र         न         र            

        21           न               र              
 “National Highways constitute approximately 2% of India‟s total road length but account for 

nearly 30% of all road fatalities. 

 “                 र                           2%   ,     न      30%                   
      पर          

 A road, particularly a high-speed expressway, must not become a corridor of peril due to 

administrative lethargy or infrastructural gaps. 

 ए     ,       र              ए       ,      न    पर           न                       र  

  रन        न     नन      ए  
 The loss of even a single life to avoidable hazards like illegal parking or blackspots 

represents a failure of the state‟s protective umbrella,” a Bench of Justices J.K. Maheshwari 
and Atul S. Chandurkar observed in an April 13 order. 

                                        न         र     ए       न    न    न र         र   
                             ,”             .  .         और      ए .            प   न  13      

                
 The court issued a series of directions, including the immediate prohibition on the construction 

or operation of any commercial structure within the right-of-way of any National Highway. 

       न      न      र    ए,   न           र      र              -ऑ -         र         
                    न             न पर       र             

 The order also directed that vehicles should park/stop only at designated areas. 

                न                   न                     पर    प   /     
 The order arose from a suo motu case based on the loss of a total of 34 lives in successive 

road accidents on November 2 and November 3 last year in Rajasthan and Telangana. 

         ए          (suo motu)                    ,     प        2 और 3 न   र            

औ                       र          न ओ     34                   र पर           
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27A. NCSC seeks report on Mamata‘s ‗derogatory‘ remark 

 NCSC            ‗        ‘                        

 NCSC seeks report on Mamata‟s ‗derogatory‘ remark. 

 NCSC न          ‗        ‘        पर  रप           
 The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) on Sunday 

took suo motu cognisance of a video clip showing West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee allegedly using “derogatory” language against the SC 
community during an election rally. 

                           (NCSC) न  र    र    ए            प               
          ,                                         पर   न    र         र न 

                              “ प  न न ”          प     रन      र प     
  “The Commission has decided to investigate/inquire into the matter in 

pursuance of the powers conferred upon it under Article 338 of the Constitution. 

 “     न                     338                        न   र                  

 रन      न             
 You are hereby requested to submit an action taken report to the 

undersigned within 3 days,” it said. 

  प    न र         3            र                       र ,”               
 NCSC Chairman Kishor Makwana said the Commission is committed to 

safeguarding the constitutional rights of Scheduled Castes. 

 NCSC                   न               न                                   
   र        ए            
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GS Paper II: Governance 27 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

27A Overfed and undernourished in Delhi 

                                 

27A Experts call for data-led approach to tackle public health challenges 

                                                    ए ड   -                          
 Tough call 

            

 
 

 

27A. Overfed and undernourished in Delhi 

                                 

 The national capital faces what public health professionals call the ‗Double Burden of 
Malnutrition‘, a condition in which children consume excess calories that lack essential 

nutrients. 

 र      र    न                 न   र र                 न                ‗                
   ‘ (Double Burden of Malnutrition)        ,                  प                     
         र        न  र       

 Some days, the children get biscuits, which often contain trans fats. 

       न                            ,   न      र                   
 He may meet the calorific value — approximately 1,200–2,000 calories prescribed by India‟s 

National Institute of Nutrition — but is unlikely to meet key nutrient values, which include 
protein, iron, and calcium, ideally spread across 4–6 small meals daily. 

        र             —      1,200–2,000        (  र                           र  
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 न    र ) — प र   र        ,     न      ,      औ                     प            प     
न     र प   ,         न    4–6                न      ए  

 India is expected to have over 27 million children with obesity by 2030, according to 
UNICEF. 

 UNICEF     न   र, 2030      र     27                                         
 Ultra-processed food consumption in India has increased sharply. 

   र         -     ड                प                  
 The Economic Survey 2024-25 reported a surge from USD 900 million to USD 37.9 billion. 

             2024-25     न   र,          USD 900      न    USD 37.9      न         
 Dr. Neha Shah says India is now facing a triple burden of malnutrition. 

   . न                     र                                 न   र र       
 Dr. Vivek Bindal adds that environmental factors like pesticide exposure affect gut health. 

   .                           न          प    र      र                        र       

 Government programmes include Fit India Movement, Eat Right India, POSHAN Abhiyan 
2.0. 

  र  र                    ड         ,            ड  ,             2.0           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27A
. 
Exp

erts 
call 
for 

data-led approach to tackle public health challenges 

                                                    ए ड   -                          
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  “The lessons from the pandemic clearly show that preparedness, strong public systems, 
and global cooperation are critical,” she said. 

     न     , “     र                                ,                      औ               

          प       ” 
 She also emphasised the need for stronger, evidence-based approaches and more robust 

data-driven surveillance systems. 

     न                 -               और     र ड   -                        
        पर      र       

 Noting that “public health responses must increasingly rely on 
data to anticipate and manage risks effectively”. 

     न         “      न                ओ               प    न   न 

   न  और     न      ए ड                       ए ” 
 The panellists highlighted the need for interdisciplinary skill 

sets, including epidemiology, data analysis, and policy 
understanding. 

 प न      न                               ,                    , 

ड            औ                     
 “Public health requires an evidence-based approach, a 

strong scientific temper and most importantly empathy,” they noted. 

     न     , “      न              ए     -              ,       

     न      और          प         न               ” 
 

27A. Tough call 

            

 India needs to develop rapid venom detection diagnostics 

   र                                   रन                
 A combination of snakes being ectothermic, a hotter 

summer than usual, difficult decision-making, and gaps in clinical 
infrastructure has led to a situation in Kerala where the availability 
of anti-snake venom (ASV) has not been able to prevent all deaths 
from snakebites. 

   प        -      (ectothermic)   न ,                   ,    न 

     -       , और                                    न न          
            प न            ए   -          (ASV)     प        न     
                       न               र    न               

 Snakes are driven by the heat to seek refuge in cool, damp 
spaces, which means homes and storerooms with firewood and 
coconut husks. 

         र     प      और न                       ,                    
 र  और     न          न  र                     र         प          
    

 The State is also densely vegetated with substantial human-
wildlife range overlap. 

   र     न   न प                 और        न -               प                 
 April-May is also the pre-monsoon breeding season for many venomous snakes, which 

means that they move around more and tend to be defensive. 

    -                प         -                          ,                    र       और 
र           र  र       
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 However, about 70% of snakebite presentations involve non-venomous species, and 
roughly half of the rest are dry bites with no venom injected. 

       ,      70%                   र-          प              , और                        

               न             न          
 A substantial number of patients thus do not warrant ASV. 

      र,              र         ASV            न          
 Caution against administering ASV willy-nilly is merited because these compounds can also 

induce anaphylactic reactions, which can be fatal. 

  न      -     ASV   न       न                    ए                  ए    प न  र      
  ,                     

 At the same time, there is no commercially available diagnostic kit in India to detect venom 
in a patient‟s blood, and the diagnosis is entirely symptomatic. 

      ,   र     र       र             प   न      ए               ड               प    न    
  , और  न  न प र   र     -           

 The ICMR has called this syndromic approach a systemic flaw, since by the time symptoms 
appear, the venom may already have damaged tissue irreversibly. 

ICMR न                         ए                      ,                            ,    

                प र   न    प            र          
 Together with scarce ICU beds, a lack of ventilator backups, inadequate training in 

managing anaphylaxis, and limited lab support for monitoring, this approach has offset the 

benefits of the availability of ASV. 

   ICU   ड,                      , ए                     प           , और  न र न       ए 

                            ,            न  ASV     प                    र          
 India accounts for nearly half of all snakebites in the world, with agricultural workers and 

children being the worst affected. 

  र                                     ए        र   ,                 और                

                
 Kerala is home to over 100 snake species, including the Big Four venomous snakes: the 

common krait, Russell‘s viper, saw-scaled viper, and spectacled cobra. 

  र     100                       प          ,   न                                :         , 

          ,   -    ड      , और         ड        
 The State government has made snakebite a notifiable disease. 

र     र  र न            ए                              
 It launched the ‗SARPA‘ programme to professionalise snake rescue. 

   प                  प    र  न न       ए ‗SARPA‘                      
 The SARPA Padam and the upcoming SARPA Suraksha programmes also focus on 

assessing risk and conducting ward-level and school awareness campaigns. 

SARPA     और       SARPA                           न और        र                 
             न पर              

 Progressive as the notification and „SARPA‟ are relative to similar measures in the rest of 
India, the deaths are a sign that Kerala may be prevention-heavy and that it needs to 
reinforce the ‗cure‘ as well. 

    प       न  और „SARPA‟          र                     न               ,   र         
                        र        -         और                       रन        

 ASV is already widely available; the uncertainty that prevails over doctors‟ decision-making 

at the first point of contact needs to be mitigated. 

ASV प          प   प     प      ;   र       प         पर     र          -              
  न         ,         रन                 
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 Many experts have also called for the development and use of rapid venom detection 
diagnostics to eliminate the risks of the syndromic approach. 

           न                                  और  प                                   
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27A.  West Asia war, language on Israel derail joint statement at BRICS meet 

       ए          औ                    BRICS                                      

 Extended late-night parleys and heated debates marked the meeting of the 11-nation BRICS 
Deputy Foreign Ministers and Special Envoys in New Delhi that ended without a joint 

statement on Friday. 

   र र                 और                  11         BRICS                 औ                
                      र      न            न               

 Indicating more trouble for India‟s BRICS Presidency this year. 

             र     BRICS             ए और    न                       
 While delegates from the United Arab Emirates and Iran sparred over the war in West Asia. 

                        औ              न            प     ए                र            
 A number of diplomatic and official sources said that the meetings on April 23-24 also saw an 

unexpected attempt by India to “tone down” language on Israel and Palestine. 

       न     और       र       न         23-24                    र     र         औ  
         पर         “नर ”  रन                                

 Which was opposed by almost all other members. 

                          न    र         
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 The issues have set the stage for more difficult negotiations in the weeks ahead. 

  न       न   न               और    न      ओ           प     र        
 As BRICS Foreign Ministers are due to meet on May 14-15. 

       BRICS            14-15          न           
 With the summit scheduled for September 10-11. 

 और    र      न 10-11            न    र      
 In particular, sources said that officials from the Ministry negotiating the joint statement sought 

to amend paragraphs from BRICS summits in Brasilia in 2025 and Kazan in 2024. 

        प   ,      न                        र            न      ए 2025             औ  2024    
          ए BRICS    र      न     प र             न  रन            

 These included softening language that criticised Israel for its bombardment of Gaza and 
Lebanon. 

  न        औ         पर   र           र         न     नर   रन            
 As well as dropping a reference to ―East Jerusalem‖ to be established as the capital of the 

Palestinian state as a part of the two-state solution. 

        ―          ‖      -                          न  र       र    न      प        प  

 रन                 न               
 Ministry officials even sought to replace references of “Israel” while criticising its operations in 

the West Bank and Lebanon with the less direct term ―occupying power‖. 

                 र   न           औ              र         र              न   र       

“  र   ”       न पर             ―                     ‖     प     रन                 
 “We were very surprised as India has agreed to such language at many multilateral fora,” said 

a diplomat. 

 ए  र  न    न     , “                             र  न        प         पर             
              ” 

 However, another diplomat pointed out that India had incorporated such changes during the 
India-Arab League Summit held in Delhi in January 2026. 

        , ए      र  न    न             र  न        2026                        -        

                 र न                   ए     
 In bilateral statements, India stopped using the term ―East Jerusalem‖ in 2017. 

    प       न       र  न  2017    ―          ‖         प         र       
 The MEA declined several requests for a response on whether India‟s position on Palestine 

was isolated at the meeting. 

              (MEA) न        न      न  र  र                        न पर   र              -

          न     
 “There was no change in India‟s position on the Palestine issue,” a government source told 

PTI news agency on Sunday. 

 ए   र  र      न  र    र    PTI        ए             , “               पर   र              
          न           ” 

 Attributing the lack of consensus to sharp difference of positions among members who 
are party to the conflict. 

 और                   र                                              
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27A. Turning point 

             

 The U.S. is slicing away at India‘s ability to pursue an 
independent foreign policy 

           र            , ए                    पन न          
  ,     र  र र      

 The U.S. has allowed its waiver of sanctions on Iran‟s 
Chabahar port to lapse on Sunday (April 26), indicating that 
India is now at a crossroads on how to proceed with the port as 
a key connectivity initiative. 

                    न   र न                   पर                
       र    र (26     )            न         ,                   
                    र       ए                          प    
       न              ए      प        पर      

 Barring a belated waiver renewal, New Delhi must 
choose between accepting sanctions and abandoning its $620 
million investment, or proceeding with the project and risk 
strict U.S. sanctions. 

      र           न  न  र  न           ,    न                      
     र  र    पन  620        ड                   न     
प र   न       र  र      ए    र                             न  
         न    रन        

 India‟s “start-stop” engagement with Iran on developing 
a facility at the Shahid Beheshti terminal at Chabahar goes 
back decades, and Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee signed an 
MoU for the project in 2003. 

     र                                          रन        र      

         र     “  -    र”               प र न    , और 
   न                        न  2003       प र   न       ए ए  

            (MoU) पर      र   ए     
 However, U.S. pressure on India to postpone plans 

aimed at stopping Iran‟s nuclear programme led to 

construction delays. 

       ,  र न                     र  न                  न ओ     
       रन       ए   र  पर                   र   न          र  
     

 The Manmohan Singh government was unable to 
make much progress either, but continued work on the Zaranj-
Delaram highway to connect the Iran-Afghanistan border 
crossing to Kabul. 

                               न     र    ,     न   न   र न-     न   न                  
   न       ए     -ड               पर       र  र    

 After the 2015 JCPOA, Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s government signed a trilateral 
agreement with Iran and Afghanistan to advance trade and aid via Chabahar port and a 

highway into Afghanistan. 

2015    JCPOA       ,    न                   र  र न       र    र    और      न   न    

र                      प र और           न       ए  र न और      न   न        ए         
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 Chabahar‟s importance grew as ties with Pakistan deteriorated and it restricted India‟s transit 
access to Afghanistan. 

                          न  और   र                   प र  न प             न       र  

     र                 
 However, fate intervened again as U.S. President Donald Trump walked out of the JCPOA, 

and began a “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran by re-implementing all sanctions. 

       ,         र                         ड    ड     न  JCPOA       र  न   र  र न    
                     प न        र     ए “           ”      न           

 While India was forced by the U.S. to give up Iranian oil imports, and plans for the rail line, 
the U.S. built a “carve-out” for Chabahar, allowing India to send wheat and medical 
supplies to Afghanistan. 

         र   न    र      र न           और             न ओ        न       ए     र     ,      
  न       र      ए ए  “          ”  न  ,         र          न   न          और         
          न      न           

 That carve-out is now at an end, with the Trump administration giving Delhi until this month to 
“wind-down” its operations. 

                          , और   प     न न                 न      पन       न    “      

    ”                  
 Since November 2025, India has withdrawn personnel from Chabahar, prepaid its $120 

million investment commitment, and is considering transferring its stake in the Shahid 

Beheshti Terminal to an Iranian company, with the option of returning later. 

      2025   ,   र  न       र     पन        र        प              ,  पन  120        ड       
                   न  र        , और            प          प         पन         र  ए   र न  
  पन            र   रन  पर     र  र र        

 The West Asia war has complicated the situation, and it is unclear when, if ever, India will be 
able to re-engage with Iran or rebuild Chabahar after the conflict. 

      ए          न           और       न         , और     प   न            र    ,        , 
 र न          र        प ए                        र    प न न       र प ए    

 Temporarily dropping the project may seem pragmatic. 

प र   न             प       न         र              
 However, Chabahar is just one of several India‟s independent decisions that the U.S. has 

thwarted; there have been diktats to stop buying oil from Iran, Venezuela, and Russia. 

       ,      र  न                       ए               र   न               ;     ,       ए  , और 
           र  न     र  न      न         ए  ए     

 Mr. Trump has threatened sanctions on all trade with Iran, and on BRICS grouping 
members; the U.S.‟s seemingly insatiable demands may also extend to India‟s engagement 

with other countries. 

     प न   र न               प र और BRICS      पर              न               ;     र         
     र              र                                               

 Giving in on Chabahar will not just end India‟s connectivity plans with Iran, Central Asia 

and Afghanistan. 

     र पर प      न        र न,     ए     और      न   न          र                
                 न     र     

 It will damage its claims of sovereign autonomy, and slice away its ability to pursue an 
independent foreign policy. 

                                     न    न प     ए   और                        पन न     
            र       
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27A.  Trump‘s hubris and the cost to the world order 

               औ                             

 The Chambers Dictionary describes hubris as insolence, arrogance, and overconfidence 

that can lead to disaster or ruin. 

        ड          न   र        (      )               ,      और                        
  न      प न      र   न          

 To many, if not most people, it would seem an apt description of the 47th President of the 
U.S. who, in his second term, seems intent on completing the unfinished tasks of his first, and 
in a manner that leaves no one in any doubt about his narcissistic attributes. 

                  ए                           47                      न             ,     पन  
   र             प                  र          प र   रन       ए                , और       र    

 न                पर           न    र     
 To some, this may appear too harsh a judgment, but considering reactions from across the 

globe, the majority would agree. 

                  न    र           ,     न      र     न              ओ             ए 
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 Mr. Trump‟s actions at the beginning of this year in Venezuela, followed by his shenanigans 
in West Asia, suggest that he fully comprehends what he is doing. 

                         ए           प      र        और                ए         न   
                              प र   र                      र र       

 They refuse to accept that all this only confirms the rise of the ‗illiberal international‘, which 

is reshaping the global order today. 

           र  रन         र  र                    ‗                       ‘           प     

 र     ,                        प न     र    र       

A false reading of victory (                  ) 

 Wars usually tend to be fought in the belief that one side will come out victorious. 

         र पर                                 ए  प              
 In West Asia today, the situation conforms to the adage that not all wars need to have a 

winner. 

         ए                           न  प                             न        न          
 A „no win fragile peace‟ in West Asia should ordinarily be a humbling experience for anyone, 

but Mr. Trump is intent on brandishing the claim that he has virtually eclipsed Iran. 

प     ए        „  न         न          ‟                    ए   न   न      न      ए,     न 

     प          रन  पर               न               प                 
 The role of the U.S. as a guarantor and guardian of many Arab States, including provision of 

a nuclear umbrella, also stands diminished. 

    र            र   और   र  र     प   ,                          न  रन             , 
                         र         

 It is too early to assess how this would fundamentally alter power equations across the 

region. 

      न  रन                                                     र      प        

  ए    
 Military leaders often declare deadlines to finish campaigns. 

     न       र      न            रन       ए    -    ए         र       
 Mr. Trump is, perhaps, the first civilian overlord to announce deadlines and determine 

victories, often randomly and without justification. 

              प    न   र                -    ए         र      और       न    र   र     , 
   र   न              और   न      प     

 This war has witnessed a series of announcements by Mr. Trump about the end of the war in 
West Asia as also several announcements of victory, leading to an „Alice in Wonderland‟ 

scenario. 

                प    र        ए                    और      र              ए            , 
      „ए         ड   ड‟              प न         

 Meanwhile, hundreds have lost their lives on account of an unnecessary conflict, and several 
thousand have been rendered homeless. 

      , ए   न                 र                  न       और    र         र     ए     

Modern war realities (                        ए ) 

 One lesson to learn from the conflict — something that is less known and often overlooked — 
is how smaller armies can „best‟ major powers by employing low cost effective weapons 
and tactics. 

            ए      प        —           और    र  न                  —               
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  न ए                                  औ               प     र                 पर     र 
         

 In 1507, a Portuguese admiral took control over the Strait of Hormuz, turning it into a 
customs-controlled port that levied duties on passing trade. 

1507   , ए  प        ए   र  न                  पर  न      र      और     ए      -        

                   ,         रन          प र पर  र                

 What is possibly most galling for India is the emergence of Pakistan as a conciliator — or to 
use Mr. Trump‘s phrase “an indispensable broker” as far as the conflict is concerned. 

          ए                  प                              ए            प      र     — 

                    ,                   “ए                ”     प     
 The special relationship between Field Marshal Asim Munir of Pakistan and the U.S. 

President is different from the usual cozying up of Pakistani generals with U.S. Presidents in 

the past, and this has helped shape Pakistan‟s emergence as a peacemaker that cannot be 
wished away. 

प      न       ड                  और                                            प      न  
 नर   और     र   र   प                    न           न   , और   न  प      न    ए      
     - न          प      रन                       न र      न                  

 What should also not be lost sight of is that, of late, Pakistan has successfully managed to 
project itself as a net ‗security guarantor‘ for the Islamic world. 

         न    र न      ए                  प      न न                             ए ए      

‗            ‘     प         प                    
 In the circumstances, India must tread lightly. 

 न प र          ,   र          न प            न      ए  
 It may be something that India had not bargained for, but any attempt at this time to denigrate 

Pakistan and Asim Munir‟s role could prove counterproductive. 

                                र  न   प    न         ,     न        प      न और      

  न र                 र    न                        प र                
 Patience has been India‟s sublime virtue, and this is the time for India to exercise it in full 

measure. 

       र     ए     न     र     , और                 

  र         प     प     पन न      ए  

27A.  N. Ireland police suspect dissident 

republicans in latest car bombing 

           ड                               

                              

 Northern Ireland police said on Sunday they 
suspect dissident republicans could be behind an 
overnight car bomb attack outside a police station 
near Belfast. 

           ड       न  र    र                            

                            प   ए  प         न    
   र र        ए                प                

 Politicians denounced the incident, with First 
Minister Michelle O‘Neill from the pro-Irish Sinn Fein 
party saying those behind the attack “speak for 

absolutely no one”. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
6 

           न       न      न      ,                       ‘    न ,    pro-Irish                 
  ,                   प        “               न     न     र   ” 

 

27A. Pragmatism, not patriotism, pushes young Lithuanians to military service 

            ,             ,                                                       

 Outside a high school classroom in Vilnius, several students look apprehensive as they 
discuss their looming futures — university, the job market and, for many of them, serving in 
the military. 

            ए                     र,                                  पन   न             — 

           , न  र      र और  न              ए           — पर       र र       
 In their •nal year of high school, all are on the brink of Lithuania‘s newly-reformed draft 

policy, expanded to make all 18- to 22-year-old men who pass a health check eligible, as 
the small neighbour of Russia and Belarus seeks to deter any aggression from Moscow. 

              पन              ,                                            र पर   ,         

 र        र                             प    रन           18    22             प     ,       

   औ                 प                                 र  न            
 While authorities praise young people‟s patriotism, eligible men say they need more 

government support as they prepare to serve. 

           र      ओ                 र  न   र     ,      प   प                           र   र   
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 “Those younger people will have to defend our country, and to be able to motivate them is 
important, so they feel encouraged to join the military,” Valentinas, an 18-year-old high 

school student, told AFP. 

 “ न                 र         र    रन      , और         र   रन      प                 न           

  न       ए                र ,”           , ए  18                   न  AFP           
 This policy, initially implemented in 2014 after the Russian occupation of Crimea, has 

expanded several times since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 

    न   ,      प      र 2014                                              , 2022          पर 
प    प   न                      र       र            

 At the start of this year, the draft list grew from 3,500 people to 5,000. 

                   ,          3,500              5,000        
 Previous exceptions to the policy, such as those for students in higher education, were 

removed. 

    न       प      ए  ए  प   ,                            ए,       ए  ए  
 Lithuania‘s Defence Ministry is con•dent its young people are eager to defend their 

country. 

                                                पन         र        ए           
 But many potential draftees worry the military draft might disrupt their future plans. 

     न                                                न               न ओ            र 
         

 “This year I wouldn‟t want to go,” Dominikas, 18, told AFP. 

 “            न  न           ,” ड        , 18, न  AFP           
 “If I was to get drafted, it would mess up the rhythm of education, and that would be a 

problem”. 

 “  र                  ,         र                          , और    ए             ” 
 Vykintas, 18, a classmate, admitted he volunteered, but not out of overt enthusiasm for 

service. 

         , 18,           प      , न       र           न             ,     न                    

           र  न     
 “I‟m not really excited for the military, but I also volunteered for it because I think it‟s better to 

just do it after school and be free with it,” he told AFP. 

 “              न       ए         न       ,     न   न         ए                                   
                    र   न      र    और   र                न ,”   न  AFP           
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27A. New Zealand, India to sign free trade pact today; tariffs to be removed on 
all exports 

        ड,                                           ;                         ए 

  ए    

 New Zealand, India signed a Free Trade Agreement today. 

          और   र     ए                     (FTA) पर      र  र      India and New Zealand will on Monday sign a Free Trade Agreement that will remove tariffs 
on 100% of India‘s exports to New Zealand, and either sharply reduce or remove tariffs on 
95% of current imports from that country. 

   र  और               र    ए                     पर      र  र               100%         
                र    और            न       95%                                र     

 Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal on Saturday took to social media to welcome Todd 
McClay, New Zealand‟s Minister for Trade & Investment, to New Delhi, ahead of the 

signing of the pact. 

                        न    न  र                पर   ड      ,               ड ए             ,    
                      ,        पर      र    प     

 “As we approach the #IndiaNZFTA signing on April 27th, his visit marks a defining moment 
in our bilateral journey, reflecting the trust, shared values, and common vision that 
underpin our partnership for sustainable economic growth, driving prosperity for both our 

nations,” he said. 

     न     , “    -        27         #IndiaNZFTA           ओर    र     ,  न           र  
   प            ए      प         ,          ,           औ                        ,       र  
                     ए       र            र      और   न                             ” 

 India‟s exports to New Zealand grew 32.1% in 2024-25 to $711.1 million, the latest full 
financial year for which there is data. 
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               र      न     2024-25    32.1%      $711.1              ,    न  न   प    
                       

 Imports from New Zealand grew 75.2% to $587.1 million over the same period. 

                              75.2%      $587.1                
 The deal will provide India with immediate duty-free access on 100% of tariff lines. 

             र     100%                          -              न  र     
 This is down from the 10% tariff New Zealand currently levies on about 450 tariff lines that 

India exports, including textiles and apparel products, leather and headgear, ceramics, 
carpets, and automobiles and auto components. 

         न                र     ए   न            450                10%               ,   न   
        ,       ,     ,   ड    ,        ,       औ  ऑ           ऑ                   

 On average, New Zealand levied a tariff of 2.2% in 2025, which will come down to zero under 

the agreement. 

 औ  न,          न  2025    2.2%               ,                               ए    
 The pact between the countries is one of the fastest-negotiated trade agreements that 

India has entered into, with negotiations being announced in March 2025 and concluding in 
December. 

             र     र    ए  ए                                         ए    ,              

     2025            और                      
 India has also managed to keep several items out of the FTA, including all dairy products 

such as milk, cream, whey, yoghurt, and cheese, animal products other than sheep meat, 
vegetable products such as onions, chana, peas, corn, and almonds, sugar, artificial 
honey, animal, vegetable or microbial fats and oils, arms and ammunition, gems and 
jewellery, and copper and aluminium and their products. 

   र  न         ओ     FTA       र र न              प     ,   न       ड                   ,    , 

   ,     औ      ,                                   ,     ,    ,    ,      औ             
 न प     प  ,     ,          , प  ,  न प                  औ     ,        औ      -    , 

    औ       ,           औ  ए          और  न     प             
 The FTA includes a provision wherein New Zealand will invest $20 billion in India over 15 

years. 

 FTA    ए       न                             15                $20                  र     
 The deal also includes provisions relating to the mobility of working professionals and 

students. 

                              औ                                   न              
 Indian students can work up to 20 hours per week while studying in New Zealand, with 

extended post-study work visas. 

   र                    प         र न          20              र        ,                    

                          
 India has offered New Zealand exporters market access in 70.03% of the tariff lines with 

30% of these lines seeing tariffs being immediately removed while the rest will see 
phased removals or reductions. 

   र  न               न          70.03%                                 ,   न      30%          
                    ए  ,                                         

 According to the New Zealand government, 95% of the country‘s current exports will see 
tariffs either reduced to zero or sharply reduced. 

           र  र     न   र,        95%                                           ए           
          ए    
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27A. Modi hails India‘s strides in nuclear, wind energy 

                        औ                                

 The Prime Minister says the civil nuclear programme has greatly helped different sectors. 

    न     न                              न       न                  प            
 Highlights that the country now ranks fourth in the world in wind energy capacity. 

     न                                      न              न पर     
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 Calls for Census participation. 

     न                            न       
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday hailed the achievement of criticality in the fast 

breeder nuclear reactor at Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu as a “historic milestone in India‟s 

nuclear energy journey”. 

    न               न  र    र          ड                       र        र  रए  र    
              प        “  र     पर                                  प  र”        

 During his monthly Mann ki Baat address, the Prime Minister focused on India‟s nuclear and 
renewable energy efforts, as well as on various nature conservation initiatives being 

undertaken across the country. 

  पन                       न       न     न    र     पर     और न   र                     -

        र       र                   पर    न             
 He also urged citizens to take part in the Census 2027 enumeration process. 

     न  न   र             2027                   न                  
 Saying the data collected were completely secure, kept confidential, and protected with 

digital security. 

     न         ए          प र   र    र   ,   पन   और  ड                र        

Nuclear pride 

             

 “India‟s civil nuclear programme has greatly helped everyone from agriculture to modern 
innovators,” Mr. Modi said. 

 “  र                                     र     न  न                             र     ,” 
        न       

 “Friends, just a few days ago, our nuclear scientists enhanced India‟s pride with another 
major achievement. 

 “    ,       न प          र  पर          न   न  ए  और      प          र       र           ” 
 The fast breeder reactor in Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, has achieved criticality.” 

       ड                       र  रए  र न                  र       ” 
 He further explained that „criticality‟ is the stage in which a reactor successfully executes a 

self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction for the first time. 

     न               „         ‟                    रए  र प      र      प                  

                       र       
 “This stage signifies the reactor entering the operational phase,” Mr. Modi said. 

 “    र   रए  र                                   ,”         न       
 “This is a historic milestone in India‟s nuclear energy journey. 

 “     र     पर                  ए                  प  र    ” 
 And importantly, this nuclear reactor is built entirely with indigenous technology.” 

 और     प                     रए  र प र   र                   न     ” 

Strides in wind energy 

                  

 The Prime Minister also spoke about India‟s wind energy sector. 

    न     न    र     प न               र                
 Saying that the country had recently achieved a major milestone with wind energy generation 

capacity exceeding 56 gigawatts (GW). 
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     न             न            56         (GW)         प न        प  न             र ए  

           प  र               
 He said that, in the past one year, about 6 GW of new capacity had been added. 

     न          प    ए              6 GW न                   
 “India is progressing rapidly in wind energy and the world is also looking towards us,” he 

asserted. 

     न     , “  र  प न                       र र      और    न         र  ओर     र      ” 
 “Today India ranks fourth in the world in wind energy capacity. 

 “     र  प न                                  पर    ” 
 This is the hard work of our engineers, this is the diligence of our youth, this is a symbol of the 

collective willpower of the nation.” 

       र       न र        न ,    र      ओ       न और र                                   ” 
 Mr. Modi noted that several States in India such as Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and 

Rajasthan were leading the charge in this sector. 

         न           र        र               ,       ड ,         औ                         
    

 “In areas like Kutch, Patan, and Banaskantha in Gujarat, where previously only deserts 

were visible, large renewable energy parks are now being built,” he said. 

     न     , “   ,      औ                        ,      प         र      न              ,        
न   र         प     न ए    र      ” 

 “Youth are benefiting from this, creating new opportunities, developing new skills, and 
opening up new avenues for employment.” 

 “                      र     , नए    र  न  र     , नए              र र      और र    र    नए 

र         र      ” 

Crucial Census 

                 

 Mr. Modi also spoke about the Census 2027 data collection process under way in the 

country. 

         न            र          2027                      र                
 Calling it the world‟s largest Census. 

        न                न  न         
 “Friends, the national Census is not just a government job,” he said. 

     न     , “    , र       न  न        र  र       न       ” 
 “It is the responsibility of all of us. 

 “                    र     ” 
 Your participation is crucial. 

  प         र           प        
 The information you provide is completely secure, kept confidential, and protected with digital 

security. 

  प           न  र  प र   र    र   ,   पन   और          र        र        
 Let us all participate in this process. 

   ए                            
 Make Census 2027 a success.” 

  न  न  2027         न ए  ” 
 He further explained that Census 2027 had been made digital. 

     न                न  न  2027     ड      न            
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 With all information recorded directly in digital form by workers going door-to-door using a 
mobile app. 

             न  र   र- र    र                               प             ए    
 “This time your participation in the Census has also been made easier. 

 “     र  न  न      प         र     और    न  न           ” 
 You can enter your information yourself,” Mr. Modi explained. 

  प  पन    न  र            र        ,”         न          
 “This facility will open for you 15 days before the worker‟s arrival. 

 “               र      न     15   न प          ए   ” 
 You can enter the information as per your convenience. 

  प  पन             न   र   न  र       र          
 When you complete the process, you receive a special ID. 

       प र   रन  पर  प   ए        ID         
 This ID will be sent to your mobile or email. 

    ID  प                  पर        ए    
 Later, when the worker visits your home, you can verify the information by showing this ID.” 

                र   प    र  ए  ,     प    ID      र   न  र     प      र         ” 
 This process, he added, eliminated the need to enter information again, thereby saving time 

and simplifying the process. 

     न                      र    न  र   रन       र       र     ,                   और 
       र           

 “In States where self-enumeration has been completed, Census staff have also begun the 
work of listing households,” Mr. Modi said. 

         न     , “  न र          -  न  प र            ,       न  न       र   र           न न     
             र         ” 

 “So far, the house listing of approximately 12 million families has been completed,” he 

added. 

     न     , “           12                                प र             ” 
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27A. Summer as a source of income shock for gig workers 

               ए                              

 As India moves into another summer, early forecasts indicate intense heat ahead. 

    -          ए  और                      र र     ,   र     प    न   न                     र       
 Heatwaves are no longer rare; they are a recurring feature of Indian summers. 

                न    र  ;      र              ए   न              न          
 The question is no longer whether extreme heat will return, but whether the country is 

prepared for its economic consequences. 

  न       न                               न   ,                                           
  ए     र     

 Official data show that India did experience significant heat-related mortality in 2022. 

      र                       र     2022        प                              
 Meteorological trends indicate that heatwaves across large parts of the country have become 

more frequent and prolonged over the past decade. 

               न                                         प                  र और           
         न          

 As policymakers review preparedness measures before peak summer arrives, there is one 
group which remains largely absent from the adaptation conversation — gig and delivery 
workers, whose livelihoods increasingly power India‟s urban economy. 

   न   - न       र         प                           र र     ,    ए           न    न         
            न प        —     औ   ड              ,   न                     र       र  
                      र र       

 From food delivery riders and e-commerce couriers to app-based drivers and logistics 
workers, millions now earn income through digital platforms. 
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         र  र      और  -                   र   -              और                    , 

             ड                                    र र       
 NITI Aayog estimates India had about 7.7 million gig workers in 2020-21, projected to 

reach over 23 million by 2029-30. 

              न   न       2020-21      र          7.7                     ,    2029-30 

      र 23                            
 As heatwaves intensify, this growing workforce will be among the most climate-exposed and 

least protected. 

    -                    ,                                    -       और            र    

      

Heat cuts earnings (                    ) 

 For gig and delivery workers, extreme heat is not just a matter of discomfort; it directly affects 
earnings. 

    और      र          ओ       ए                                 न      ;          न      

           र       
 Income depends on the number of trips completed, orders delivered, or hours logged on an 

app. 

          पर  न  र  र            न      ए  प र       ,    न     र      र   ए,     प पर    न  
                   

 When temperatures surge, movement slows, fatigue increases, and health risks rise; yet, 

incentive structures remain unchanged. 

     प  न        ,                       ,    न        , और                        ;   र    
      न   र न   प र      र        

 Unlike salaried employees, gig workers cannot “work from home” or take paid leave during 

extreme heat. 

   न           र        पर  ,                           र न “         ” न     र      और न    
    न                   

 Logging off for a few hours means immediate income loss. 

              ए         रन    र                र   न       
 Continuing to work through peak heat hours increases the risk of dehydration, heat 

exhaustion, and longer-term health stress. 

 र                   र  र न              ,     ए     , और                   न      
               

 If the coming summer follows recent patterns, heat will be not just a public health concern but 
an income shock, forcing workers to choose between protecting their health and their 

earnings. 

     न                     न     प  न  र     ,                   न                  न    
    ,      ए                 ,                 पन         और             न  रन  
प      

Preparedness remains incomplete (                      ) 

 India has made progress in recognising heat as a public health risk. 

  र  न         ए                            प    प   नन                 
 Heat Action Plans, early warning systems and emergency measures have improved 

preparedness in several cities. 
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    ए        ,                      , और  प      न  प    न       र         र         र      
    

 But most policies still treat heat as a medical emergency rather than an economic risk, 

assuming that people can adjust their behaviour. 

    न         न                                             प            , न          

          प   ,      न     ए         पन       र              र          
 Advisories typically recommend staying indoors, reducing physical activity, and taking 

frequent breaks. 

         र पर  र       र र न ,   र  र              रन  और   र-  र         न          र  

 र       
 But for gig and delivery workers, whose income depends on mobility, these options are not 

realistic. 

    न     और      र          ओ       ए,   न               पर  न  र  र     ,        प 

       र  न        
 Even where cities set up temporary drinking water kiosks, shaded rest areas, or cooling 

centres, these measures are rarely designed with highly mobile platform workers in mind. 

                  र              ,                  ,                    प   र     ,     प   

   र                                    न    र  र न     न ए       
 As a result, preparedness efforts may reduce mortality, but they do little to prevent income 

loss. 

प र      प,     र                          र        ,     न               र  न             

        र       
 The weeks before peak summer offer a narrow but important policy window. 

               प             ए             न     प                 न  र       
 Heat stress sits at the intersection of climate policy, labour regulation, urban planning 

and platform governance. 

                    ,           ,             और                       पर          
 Yet, responsibility remains fragmented. 

  र   ,        र     ड   न          
 Health departments focus on illness and mortality. 

                 र  और          पर    न        र       
 Disaster management agencies focus on emergency response. 

           ए                          पर    न        र       
 Labour departments grapple with the ambiguous employment status of gig workers. 

                        प                             
 Digital platforms optimise delivery times and incentives, with limited explicit integration of 

climate risk considerations. 

 ड               ड          और       न      न        र     ,                          र  
                         

 When accountability is distributed across institutions without coordination, heat risk for gig 
workers remains inadequately addressed. 

     न                  र       न      न                    ,                   ए           

प       प            न       प     
 These vulnerabilities are further compounded for women gig workers, who often face 

additional health, safety and unpaid care burdens during extreme heat, making income 

disruption even harder to absorb. 

        र                         ए और           ,                    र न     र         , 
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      और                          न   र     ,                          न  और    न    
         

 If adaptation is to move beyond reactive measures, this is the moment to expand its scope. 

     न    न                                    न    ,                र     न             
 First, heat must be treated as a labour and productivity issue, not only a health one. 

प   ,                    न            औ                        प           न      ए  
 Rest norms during peak heat hours, shaded congregation points, and access to drinking 

water at common waiting locations should be seen as basic safeguards. 

 र                       ,         ए       , और                   पर                 
 प            न       र    प     न    न      ए  

 Second, policymakers must acknowledge that extreme heat creates income volatility. 

   र , न   - न     ओ             र  रन      ए                            प न  र       
 Without mechanisms — whether through labour protections or better integration with 

existing welfare systems — to cushion these losses, adaptation will remain incomplete. 

 न    न          रन       ए                                             र                 
     न ,  न    न    र  र      

 Third, digital labour platforms need to be part of the preparedness conversation. 

   र ,  ड                        र                    न न            
 Heat-responsive design such as moderating delivery pressure during peak heat hours or 

introducing more flexible performance metrics — can lower exposure without halting 

services. 

   -         ड           र                  र              रन                      

           रन  —     ओ     र      न               र          
 Finally, stronger institutional coordination is needed before summer intensifies. 

     ,       न     प                                       
 Collaboration among labour departments, urban local bodies, disaster management 

authorities, and platform regulators would signal that heat risk is being treated as an 

economic issue, not just a seasonal emergency. 

        ,                  ,                   , और                                  

                                       प         न                         प            र   
    

Rethinking resilience (                    ) 

 India‟s cities increasingly depend on gig and delivery workers to function. 

  र       र             औ   ड            पर  न  र         र       
 Food, medicines and essential goods move through urban systems because this workforce 

absorbs daily risks. 

          ,         और           ए    र             ए                                    न  

            न  र       
 As temperatures rise, those risks will intensify. 

    -       प  न      ,                    
 Climate resilience cannot be measured only by advisories issued or cooling centres 

opened. 

                      र    ए  ए  न              ए                 न      प           
 For gig workers navigating city streets on two-wheelers and bicycles, resilience means the 

ability to work safely — and to earn without enduring silent income losses during extreme 

heat. 
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  र         पर               और              न                      ए      पन           
  र     प         रन  — और                 न    प                         रन   

 If heat preparedness continues to overlook gig and delivery workers, the country will enter 

another season of rising temperatures without protecting one of its most visible and essential 
workforces. 

            र         औ   ड                न       र  र      ,        ए  और                 
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27A. How AI helped community-led development in Rajasthan 

                    -                     AI                   

 A project to improve water resilience in two Rajasthan districts strengthened existing 
government efforts by using AI to improve last-mile responsiveness; the application was 
also lightweight enough to sit inside any large programme that depends on frontline 
behaviour change and local coordination. 

र     न                              रन       ए ए  प र   न  न                           , 
      AI     प     र      -                           र  न       ;     न        न       
                                                                               और        

      पर  न  र  र       
 India is in an artificial intelligence (AI) moment. 

  र  ए                 (ए  )               
 Across agriculture, health, finance, and governance, the race is on to deploy AI-enabled 

services that reach the last mile. 

    ,       ,    , और                 ए  -                             प     न             
        

 Chatbots answer farmer queries. 

            न       न       र          
 Agentic tools navigate entitlement schemes. 

ए                                न  और  प     रन          र       
 And advisory platforms push the right information to the right person (presumably) at the 

right time. 

और                              (      )         पर       न  र  प            
 Many of these tools share a similar logic. 

 न          प र     न      पर     र      
 While exceptions exist, they are often designed around the assumption that communities 

have an information deficit that AI can fill. 

             प      ,     न          प र       र   पर     र                                
        ए   प र   र          

 But what if that‟s not all communities need? 

    न                       ए         न     न      ? 

 In public services, the gap is not always between people and information. 

                      र            और   न  र         न          
 It is often between people and the local institutions meant to serve them. 

      र      और             न       ए  न ए  ए                                
 India‟s villages are shaped by the complexities of caste, class, gender, and land 

ownership. 

  र              ,    ,     , और                       ओ                     
 Numbers alone cannot track what actually makes an intervention work. 

              न                           न-               न        
 Why a volunteer stops showing up, what makes a woman hesitate to speak in a Gram 

Sabha, and why an approved plan isn‟t being implemented rarely makes it back to the people 

designing and funding these programmes. 

                  न       र        ,       र                                न               
  , और               न       न       र   —                  न         प              न         
        न और    प      र       
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 This is not because institutions don‟t want qualitative information. 

       ए न               न                 न           
 In many cases, they simply lack the means, time, and resources to consistently gather it at 

scale. 

           ,  न   प           प   न  पर      र ए    रन       ए    न,     और      न     
             

Different question for AI (ए        ए        ) 

 The authors designed a pilot project, called AI4WaterPolicy, in the water-stressed Sirohi 
and Pali districts of Rajasthan. 

      न               -          र    और प            AI4WaterPolicy न    ए  प     

प र   न      र     
 And rather than deploy AI to push information outwards, the project used it to listen. 

और    न        र    न         ,    प र   न  न  ए       प               ए       
 Working with a field partner, Centre for Microfinance (CmF), and technology partner 

Colectiv, an AI model conducted 352 interviews across 50 villages in six months. 

                     (CmF) और   न          र                     र, ए  ए        न     

   न     50          352            ए  
 The team had trained the model using a brief of the programme context and the questions it 

needed to know. 

    न                          और         न       न  र     र                 
 The AI chatbot then held 20-minute WhatsApp conversations in Hindi and local dialects via 

voice notes or text with ‗Pani Mitras‘, Panchayat leaders, and CmF‟s frontline staff. 

         ए          न        और    न                                            20         
     ए         „         ‟, प      न   ओ  और CmF                         

 Follow-up questions were adapted to each respondent on the fly. 

 न       न         र         न   र   र    न         ए  ए  
 The model finally translated anonymised transcripts and organised them thematically, after 

which the field and research team reviewed and validated them. 

           न     न         प       न          और              प                ,       
         और         न   न   पर    और     पन       

 The answers revealed three things: 

  र   न                  : 
 (i) Pride in the results: “Water level in my village, which was at 150 feet, has now come to 

below 100 feet. This is a matter of great pride for me”; 

(i)               : “  र               र    प    150       ,    100        न                   र  
  ए                   ”; 

 (ii) The double burden for women: “I manage my family by waking up early, then I visit other 

women in the village to discuss water-related issues. After returning home, I resume my 
household work”; 

(ii)      ओ  पर          : “                र  पन  प र  र        न  र      ,   र             

     ओ                     पर       रन             र    न              र     र                   
   ”; 

 (iii) Funding and approval delays: “Because of delayed approval of proposals in the 
Panchayat department, we could not complete the work on time” 

(iii)         औ                 : “                                       र       र         पर 
     प र  न     र    ” 
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 The project then deployed ‗Pani Mitras‘ to address these issues. 

         प र   न  न   न      ओ          न      ए ‗         ‘     न           
 During the project‟s structured workshops to share and discuss findings with respondents, 

called ‗Pause and Reflect‘ sessions, participants validated some interpretations and pushed 

back on others. 

प र   न       र न  न             और       रन                र            ओ ,       ‗    ए ड 

       ‘           ,              न       न             र      और     पर              
 Mainly, they said their limited understanding of Panchayat procedures and government 

schemes was a challenge. 

           न                        और                    न             ए    न        
 In reply, CmF redesigned its training programme mid-cycle to add a Panchayati Raj 

orientation programme and structured workshops with block-level officials from rural 
development, agriculture, and water resources departments. 

       र    CmF न   पन                             प न       न      और                  

                                 ,     , और                            र          र   
         र            ए         

 This pivot was not part of the original plan. 

   प र   न        न           न        
 It happened because the AI model helped the project turn insights around quickly enough to 

act within the same programme cycle. 

       ए                ए        न  प र   न       न                         न            
                               

 Follow-up interviews with ‗Pani Mitras‘ three months after the workshops found that more 
than half of the community members had since engaged directly with government officials 

— something many had hesitated to do before. 

        ओ       न    न      ‗         ‘          ए  ए  न            र     प                  
                                                       र         —    प     रन        
              

 They reported more confidence navigating scheme application processes and mentioned 

the feedback had prompted their Panchayat or department to act more quickly. 

    न                            न                              और                  
     र   न   प               न                          

Listening with intent (                ) 

 There is an important distinction here: responsive systems and actively listening systems 

are not the same thing. 

     ए      प       र   :                     और                                ए     न 

न        
 The former takes community input as a signal and returns an answer. 

प                     नप      ए            प       र   र          
 The latter is shaped by what it hears and the community moves from being a passive 

beneficiary to an active co-designer. 

   र             न            न   र                  और        ए   न                      -

         न          
 In this pilot, AI made active listening possible in three ways. 

   प       , ए   न    न  र              नन        न     
 First, a voice-enabled WhatsApp channel gave „Pani Mitras‟ a private space to speak 

freely. 
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प   , ए      -         ए       न  „प न      ‟           प       न       ए  न      न    न 

      
 As one respondent put it, “When a person is in front of you, you feel hesitant. On your own 

phone, there‟s no hesitation.” 

        ए    र     न     , “              प      न         ,     प                पन    न 

पर          न         ” 
 Second, the AI model identified recurring themes across 352 conversations without requiring 

weeks of manual coding. 

   र , ए        न  352        प       र-  र  न                प   न   ,   न               न    

           
 Third, because the findings were synthesised within weeks, the implementing team could 

redesign training mid-cycle. 

   र ,        न                               ए,         न                         प न  
     न  र      

 Traditional monitoring can‟t easily provide such responsiveness. 

प र प र                  न     र             न न     र       
 The AI4WaterPolicy pilot succeeded not just because of the algorithms used but also 

because its organisers budgeted time, funds, and people to return findings to respondents 
and co-develop follow-up actions. 

AI4WaterPolicy            ए    र        र      न       ,          ए               
       न     ,  न और   न       न          न            न                     प        
       और          र                  प                        

 CmF had also spent years working in these villages, identifying and training the ‗Pani Mitras‘. 

CmF न   न                          और ‗         ‘    प   न ए               
 During the interviews, their staff facilitated access to shared devices for participants without 

smartphones, helped navigate connectivity problems, and ensured the „Pause and Reflect‟ 

sessions were genuine deliberations. 

       र      र न,  न         र   न    न         न                     ए                
          न   ,                           रन           , और    न             „प   ए   

 र     ‟                र-          
 The AI could listen at scale precisely because human relationships had already created the 

conditions necessary for honest conversations. 

ए       प   न  पर   नन                    न         न  प                             ए       

प र          न          

Empower, not replace (        ए ,               ) 

 The digital divide is real and manifests in gender, class, and caste-based differences, and 

any honest conversation about AI and the last mile must reckon with this reality. 

 ड                       और        ,    , और                                , और ए   

           र  पर           न  र                           र  रन      ए  
 Technology must empower the human intermediary, like the „Pani Mitras‟, rather than replace 

them. 

             „प न      ‟        न                  न न      ए, न                प   रन  
    ए  

 This was not a one-off pilot from Rajasthan. 

   र     न    ए     प     न        
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 The approach strengthened and complemented existing government efforts by enhancing 
feedback loops and improving last-mile responsiveness. 

           न    ड                    र   और         र                        र र        
                     और प र   न     

 It was also lightweight enough to sit inside any large programme that depends on frontline 
behaviour change and local coordination. 

     न                                                                  र         र 
प र   न और              पर  न  र  र       

 Policies, programmes, and systems like Jal Jeevan Mission, VB-G RAM G, and sectoral 

extension systems all include such last-mile implementation 

            , VB-G RAM G, और      न            र                     ,        औ  
                         र            न           र       
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27A. Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris 

                                              ए  ए 

 Choppers called in as forest fires spread across the Nilgiris. 

 न     र                  न  पर         र     ए  ए  
 The Tamil Nadu Forest Department is fighting multiple fires that have destroyed hundreds of 

acres of forest in the Nilgiris Forest Division and the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR). 

     न     न                   र         न                  और                      
(MTR)          ए        न    र   ए     

 Helicopters were deployed from the Sulur Air Force base in Coimbatore for the second 

consecutive day on Sunday to help fight the fires. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
4 

 र    र         र    र    न                   ए                       र        न              ए 

  न     ए  ए  
 According to a press release, a forest fire was reported in the Wenlock Downs Reserve 

Forest of Parson‘s Valley Range of the Nilgiris Forest Division on April 15. 

                न   र, 15         न     र  न                                   ड           
                           न        
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27A. Information asymmetry in higher education 

                          

 Every admission season in India feels like a marketplace of promises. 

  र      र                     र                    
 Brochures look impressive and websites highlight success stories. 

   र                और                       न          र  र       
 Yet, even then, students are making some of the most important decisions of their life with 

limited and uneven information. 

  र   ,      पन     न             प     न          और     न               र पर          
 India‟s higher education system has expanded rapidly; enrolment increased from 3.42 

crore in 2014-15 to 4.33 crore in 2021-22. 

  र                                  र        ; न     न 2014-15    3.42            र 2021-22 

   4.33                 
 The Gross Enrolment Ratio has also improved. 

                             र         
 The higher education landscape has enlarged from standalone degrees to multidisciplinary 

ones, and that too of various management categories. 

            प र    ए              र          प                र           , और       
     न                  

 However, expansion has made choices more complex. 

       ,         र न      प     और       न           

Making the right choice (               ) 

 Students and families often face trade-offs between cost, quality, and location when 

choosing an institution. 

     न   न           और प र  र    र     ,       , और                          न   र   
    

 The core problem is that institutions know far more about their quality than students do. 

                         न  पन              र                न                 न       
 They have detailed knowledge about their faculty, teaching-learning processes, 

infrastructure, student support systems and placement outcomes. 

      पन        ,     -             ,         ,                    और                 
     र              न  र           

 In contrast, students depend on brochures, advertisements, informal advice, and selective 

placement data. 

       पर  ,         ,       ,               , और    न               पर  न  र र        
 Much of this available information is incomplete or unverifiable. 

    प      न  र                  प                        
 In economics, this situation is called information asymmetry. 

                                                 
 When one party has more information than the other, decision-making becomes distorted. 

   ए  प     प      र        न            न  र         ,     न   - न   र                    
 George Akerlof‘s idea of the ―market for lemons‖ explains how, in such situations, lower-

quality providers can imitate the signals of higher-quality ones. 

     ए         ―              ‖     र                             न न                   
                          न    र          
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 In higher education, this means that institutions offering weaker academic quality can still 
appear attractive through marketing, branding, or selective disclosure. 

                               र                         न            ,     ड  ,      न     

  न  र     र                    
 As a result, students may end up choosing institutions that do not meet their expectations. 

प र      प,              न   न             न    प   ओ  पर  र  न      र    
 Simultaneously, good institutions may not be able to distinguish themselves clearly. 

      ,           न          प    प        न         प     
 This creates a situation of adverse selection, where the market does not reward quality 

effectively. 

                         प न  र     ,          र                        प र     न     र    
 The problem is not just about individual choices. 

                          प           न        
 It has wider implications. 

        प           
 It affects graduate outcomes, employability, and trust in the education system. 

                ,              , और                                 र       
 It also has implications for achieving national goals such as the SDG-4 (ensuring inclusive 

and quality education) by 2030 and Viksit Bharat by 2047 with a skilled and employable 

workforce. 

          र                SDG-4 (        और       प र            न      रन )    2030    

      रन  और 2047                 न न  पर    प      ,         ए      और र    र      

                 

Overload of information (               ) 

 One may argue that there is now more information available than ever before. 

                         प                     प        
 However, institutional websites, rankings, data portals, and social media may offer vast 

information, but not necessarily better information. 

       ,                 ,       , ड         , और         ड      प    न  र     न  र     ,     न 

  र  न           र   न  र      
 A large part of the data available is self-reported and often promotional. 

 प                        -      ड और    र                   
 Definitions of indicators such as faculty strength, research output, and placement 

outcomes vary across institutions. 

            ,                , और                                 प र    ए       न        न 

         
 Some rankings use methods that are not fully transparent. 

    र           र        प     र         प र   र         न          
 For students and families, this creates confusion. 

     और प र  र       ए         प न  र       
 In such situations, students tend to rely on visible signals such as brand name, campus 

infrastructure, or fees. 

            ,        ड    ,              ,                  न        पर  न  र र        
 These signals are easy to observe but they do not always reflect academic quality. 

            न                    ,     न                           न            
 When these signals dominate decision-making, institutions may focus more on visibility than 

on improving provisions related to teaching-learning processes. 
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             न   - न   र                    ,         न     -                     र  रन     
            पर         न        रन           

 This is where public ranking frameworks and verified data portals become important. 

     पर                       और         ड              प                
 India‟s National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), introduced in 2016, is one such 

effort to standardise information. 

  र                                     (NIRF),      2016                ,    न     
  न       रन     ए               

 It uses a common set of indicators such as teaching and learning resources, research 
output, graduation outcomes, outreach, and perception. 

        ए               ,                ,             ,       , और            
                   प     र       

 It also requires institutions to disclose data in a structured format, the value of which lies in 
comparability. 

        न     ए    र       प                रन                 र     ,            

             न        
 When institutions report data using common definitions and formats, it becomes easier for 

students to make informed choices. 

        न        प र    ओ  और    प      प     र               र     ,              ए       

        न     न             
 Similarly, centralised data portals that provide verified information on enrolment, 

accreditation, and faculty strength can reduce dependence on informal and unreliable 
sources. 

       र, न     न,        और              पर                    न  रन                    
प      न प   र  और       न        पर  न  र          र          

Room for improvement (                ) 

 These tools also have limitations. 

 न  प र             ए      
 Rankings depend on how indicators are selected and weighted. 

र             पर  न  र  र                      न और   र   न                    
 If too much importance is given to easily measurable factors, institutions may try to improve 

scores rather than actual quality. 

       न       प    न         र                            ,         न                   
              रन  पर    न             

 Many important aspects of education, such as classroom experience, mentoring, and 
work-integrated learning, are difficult to measure. 

               प    प   ,               ,         , और     -ए           ,   पन     न      
    

 There is also a risk of over-interpreting ranks. 

र                                         
 Differences between institutions may be small, but ranks can create the perception of large 

gaps. 

     न            र                ,     न र          र          र           
 This is why rank bands and methodological transparency are important. 

      र        ड और                         प        
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 Despite these limitations, the absence of credible public information would be far worse. 

 न     ओ           ,      न         न    न  र          और             र       
 Without verified data, students would continue to rely on biased information. 

     प            न ,                    पर  न  र र      
 Information asymmetry would remain high, and poor-quality signalling would persist. 

                  न  र     और  न न                   र  र      
 If India aims to build a strong and inclusive higher education system, information systems 

must be a priority. 

      र  ए        और                         न न          ,       न             
           न        

 This includes better data verification, clearer definitions, transparent methodologies, 
accessible platforms and appropriate visualisation. 

         र ड          ,  प   प र    ए , प र                ,               और  प         

                 
 For students, this is about making informed choices. 

          ए                  न                 
 For institutions, it is about credibility and accountability. 

     न       ए               और                      
 The key question is simple: can students choose well if they cannot clearly see what they are 

choosing? 

       न  र    :          प    प    न                         न र     ,                 न    र 
       ? 

 Until that gap is reduced, the higher education market will continue to reward not only quality, 
but also the ability to present quality convincingly. 

            र    न        ,                  र                न                             

          रन                प र      र   र      

GS Paper III: Disaster Management 27 April  2026 
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P
ag

e4
9 

27A Railways orders audit of 
signalling systems for safe 

operations 

                             ए          

         ऑ ड              

 Railways order audit of signalling 
systems for safe operations. 

 र     न    र         न      ए                

                     
 The Indian Railways has ordered an 

audit of the signalling systems across its 
network to rectify deficiencies and improve 
the overall reliability of the critical assets for 
ensuring safe operations. 

              न   पन  न            न           

         र न                                
  र             और   र         न      ए 

    प    प र  प             न             
     

 Directing the general managers of all 
zonal railways to depute senior officers to 
conduct the audit, the Railway Board said in 

a safety advisory that it was essential to 
ensure the quality of newly commissioned 
installations and periodically review the 
existing/old systems to assess their reliability. 

       न  र                               ए 

  र         र       न      रन      न         
  ए         ड  न    र   पर               न  

    प                       न      रन  और 
      /प र न                -    पर       
 रन            

 The instruction comes against the 
backdrop of many fatal accidents or 
derailments in the last three years, in which 
the failure of signals, especially in the 
automatic signalling territory, was suspected 
to be the reason. 

     न     प      न                    

     न ओ  और प र       रन       न ओ                    ,   न         र                      

      न              र    न       
 In at least two incidents, including the accident involving the Shalimar-Chennai Coromandel 

Express in South Eastern Railway on June 2, 2023, which left about 290 passengers dead 
and 900 others injured, signals were in the green for speeding trains to run on the main line, 

but the points were set to the loop line. 

               न ओ    ,   न   2   न 2023                              -            ड  ए      

        न          ,            290                 औ  900        ए,    न          न पर 
             न       ए  र    ,     न प        प    न पर         



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
0 

 The advisory said the audit must cover the quality of installation and adherence to approved 
drawings and specifications, compliance with the Technical Advisory Note issued by the 
Research Design and Standards Organisation, the condition of equipment, wiring, 

earthing, and bonding, which were imperative for the effective functioning of the signalling 
systems. 

 पर                              पन            और                   न        प  न,       
 ड     ए ड    ड    ऑ             र    र          एड               न प  न,  प र      
     ,     र  ,       और                 न      ए,       न                         न      ए 

          
 “The objective of the audit is to identify faulty systems, ensure compliance with the prescribed 

standards, and improve the reliability of the signalling installations,” a senior railway officer 
said. 

 ए    र   र          र  न     , “                र              प   न  रन ,  न    र    न   
   प  न    न      रन  और    न             न         न            र  रन     ” 

 The Railways has also directed the general managers to conduct root-cause analysis of 

asset failures at the divisional level. 

 र     न                      र पर प र  प              ओ                      (root-cause 

analysis)  रन         न             

GS Paper III: Internal Security 27 April  2026 
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27A Has Anthropic‘s Mythos made the cure worse than the disease? 
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27A. Has Anthropic‘s Mythos made the cure worse than the disease? 

    ए                                                     ?  

 A few weeks back, Anthropic made two major announcements. 

          प   , Anthropic न         प         ए       
 The AI company said it was forming an alliance with who‟s who of the tech industry and it 

said, with those alliance members, it will share its latest AI model that is skilled at identifying 
hidden weaknesses in software. 
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   AI   पन  न                                             ए          न  र      और  न 

                 पन  न  न   AI   ड        र   ,                  प       र      प   न 

 रन             
 That created a sort of cartel-style alliance sans price fixing in an industry that is 

increasingly facing cyber threats as the mushrooming of AI-powered applications is 

making the already difficult threat terrain harder to navigate for defenders. 

     ए     र         -                न ,                    न      ,                        ए 

                 न   र र     ,       AI-                          न  प             न   र     
प र       और       न           

 In the world of cybersecurity, defenders are, to put it crudely, your anti-virus sellers, 
helping you fix security vulnerabilities and keep data safe. 

                  न     ,  र                 र    प   ए   -                    ,          
                 रन  और           र    र न          र       

 But that simple business model is being disrupted by speed and scale. 

    न     र     प र          औ              र           र       
 AI models like Anthropic‟s Mythos are capable of finding flaws in the software architecture 

that have gone unnoticed for years, despite running the most capable security checks. 

Anthropic    Mythos      AI                                                          ,      
  न    र                  ,  न     र          

 And the company has claimed that it has identified many such issues in the currently used 
software in several critical systems. 

  पन  न                    न       न     प      ए    र          र                    प   न       
                                    

A new problem (ए          ) 

 The frontier AI company has said that only those in its alliance network have access to 
Mythos Preview. 

        AI   पन  न                                               Mythos Preview    प     

         
 That means only they can find legacy flaws and fix them. 

                        प र न                और      र          
 But the company is now fighting a problem it helped create — and one it may have already 

lost a round of. 

    न      पन                   र             न         प न      — और        ए   र     
     र             

 A small group of unauthorised users, those not part of Project Glasswing, have gained 

access to the model. 

                                    ,    Project Glasswing          न      , न             

प           र        
 Based on reports, they haven‟t entered it through a back door. 

 रप        न   र,     न                            न          
 They seem to have made an educated guess about where the model lived online, based on 

the URL formats Anthropic uses for its other models, and leveraged credentials belonging to 

a contractor. 

    न      न   न                न   न             , Anthropic    र                 ए 

 प      ए   न       URL             र पर, और ए        र      ड           प          
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 The group has been using Mythos regularly for some time, though not for cybersecurity 
purposes, according to a report by Bloomberg. 

Bloomberg     रप        न   र,                    Mythos     न      प     र र     , 
                                 ए न     

 Anthropic confirmed it is investigating the incident and said there is currently no evidence that 
the activity extended beyond the third-party vendor environment. 

Anthropic न  प                      न           र र      और                            न       
               ड -                                   

The safeguard question (            ) 

 The incident raises serious questions about whether Anthropic, valued at approximately $380 
billion, can effectively safeguard its most powerful technologies from falling into the hands of 
malicious actors. 

     न      र   न                  $380               Anthropic      पन                
  न                                      न                               

 This is also not the company‟s first stumble. 

     पन     प           न        
 The Mythos breach comes shortly after Fortune reported earlier that Anthropic had 

accidentally made nearly 3,000 internal files publicly accessible, including a draft blog post 

describing Mythos itself. 

Mythos              न        न        Fortune न  प     रप               Anthropic न          
     3,000                    न   र       ,   न   Mythos       न  रन       ए            

प                 
 A company asking the world to trust its guardrails has now tripped over two of them in quick 

succession. 

ए    पन        न       पन            पर         रन        र     ,              र      र     पर 
   र             

 Mythos is not a database of known vulnerabilities. 

Mythos                             न        
 It is not a smarter version of the scanners security teams already run. 

     र           र  प        प      ए   न          नर       न      र     न        
 It operates through interaction rather than inspection. 

                                               र       

Mythos‘s capability (Mythos        ) 

 Instead of scanning code for known patterns, the system engages with it. 

    प  न       ए           न  रन         ,                           र       
 It executes functions, tests different inputs, and observes how the software responds. 

                    र     ,      न  नप      पर     र     , और                       र      
         र       

 Each result feeds into the next step, allowing the model to refine its approach and move 
deeper into the system. 

      प र          र      नप       प           ,             पन                      र 
        और          और   र                  

 If an attempt fails, it does not stop the process. 

                         ,                न    र      
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 But that failure acts as an input for the next process. 

                               ए        न          
 Unlike conventional cybersecurity products, it acts like a senior security engineer who can 

reason about the software. 

प र प र                          पर  ,    ए    र     र        न र     र        र         
       र      र          र          

 And its biggest differentiation is that it won‟t get tired. 

और                  र                           
 It can persevere indefinitely. 

     न                   र  र           
 The model has already found thousands of high-severity vulnerabilities, including some in 

every major operating system and web browser. 

     न  प          र     -                                ,   न    र      ऑ              और 
                           

 It is capable of chaining multiple vulnerabilities together into working exploits.  

           र          र         ए          न           
 In controlled evaluations, it could execute multi-stage attacks on vulnerable networks, tasks 

that would take human professionals days of work. 

 न      पर       ,        र न      पर    - र          र        ,      न                

  न       

Limited patches  

          

 Fewer than 1% of the potential vulnerabilities Mythos has discovered so far have been fully 
patched by their maintainers. 

Mythos    र                       र         1%              न             र  प र   र      

             
 The rest sit in a growing pipeline of known-but-undisclosed flaws. 

             न                                            
 That pipeline is not a database in the traditional sense. 

          प र प र                     न        
 But for anyone who gains access to Mythos, it functions as a live, continuously expanding 

map of weaknesses in software that runs banking systems, hospitals, power grids and supply 
chains. 

    न       Mythos    प           र     ,        ए                ,   प   , प  र     और 
        न    न              र         र      ए        औ                           न      
    

 Which returns us to the Discord group in the vendor environment — the small group of 
unauthorised users who access Mythos Preview. 

                   र           Discord         ओर   प             —                 न  
 न       प    Mythos Preview    प      न    

 While their reported reason behind accessing is reassuring for now, it ignores the structural 
problem entirely. 

         न   प          र             रन              ,     न                       प र  
 र  न र       र       

 Access is access. 

     ,                   
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 If another group, one with malicious intent, had gained access to this AI tool, it is very likely 
they would have sabotaged some critical software. 

                ,        र          न प      ,    AI        प           र     ,                   
    प           र    न    न प            

 With a ready-to-attack set of vulnerabilities, the power asymmetry is signi•cant between the 
user and the attacker. 

          ए     र      र         ,  प        और      र                                  
         

 Also, the window between discovering a vulnerability and exploiting it by an adversary has 
now collapsed. 

          ,          र         और         प                                        
 What once took months now can happen in minutes with AI, as Microsoft noted in its Project 

Glasswing statement. 

   प       न            ,       AI          न                ,         Microsoft न   पन  Project 

Glasswing    न         

Alarming asymmetry (                ) 

 The unauthorised users don‟t need to understand everything Mythos can do. 

 न       प       ओ     Mythos    प र          न             न        
 They need only to understand enough to start asking the right questions of it. 

            न     न                           न प        
 This is the asymmetry that should alarm security leaders more than any speci•c vulnerability. 

           न                        र                                  रन      ए  
 Defenders are constrained by set processes like patch validation, deployment windows, 

coordination across teams, and the operational cost of downtime. 

र                                         प       पन,   न       ,                  , और 
   न              

 Mythos leaves the defensive cost of answering those questions inside a real enterprise 
largely unchanged. 

Mythos  न   न       र   न     र                                 र       प र      र    
    

 The right lesson now is preparation. 

                      
 Attackers, meanwhile, have no such constraints. 

   र  ओर,      र  पर                न          
 They only need one door left open. 

          ए        र         ए  
 If thousands of vulnerabilities can be identi•ed quickly, organisations may not have the 

capacity to address them all. 

       र       र           प   न           ,        न                  रन         न       
      

 Prioritisation becomes critical, and errors become more costly. 

    ए                      प               और                                   
 In this environment, more visibility does not automatically mean more secure. 

   प र                                    प           र   न          
 Mythos-class capabilities will become more broadly available. 

Mythos          ए                   प   प     प          
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 Within the next year or two, enterprises will have direct access to AI-powered discovery tools 
that can scan their own proprietary codebases with similar depth. 

     ए -         ,              AI-    र   प र             न    पन               न   र   

      न  र        

Beyond Anthropic‘s Mythos (Anthropic    Mythos       ) 

 It is easy to stay stuck on a single model but it is quite possible that Anthropic may be 
overstating Mythos‟s capabilities as some experts have pointed out that smaller open models 
have demonstrated meaningful portions of what Mythos does, at a fraction of the cost. 

     ए       पर       र न     न   ,     न            Anthropic Mythos        ओ        -
    र     र     ,                   न                   ओपन                 पर    न      
 र          

 While this means that the gap between a frontier model and a su•ciently motivated attacker 
with access to cheaper alternatives is narrowing, it also shows that hackers can get access to 
cheap, Mythos-level models. 

                 न       और          प            र               र    र     , और          
        Mythos-                       

 That means organisations should be well prepared for a constantly evolving threat landscape 
where attackers are moving faster than patch cycles. 

                   न                                       ए     र र न      ए,           र प   

                     र       
 There is also a need for a hard rethink of risk tolerance for operational downtime: if adversary 

timelines are now measured in minutes, the old calculus about acceptable patch delays no 
longer holds. 

     न        न                न      पर प न     र         ,                र   न      
      र        ,    प र न  प              न            न          

 The deeper question is whether any single company can be trusted as the gatekeeper of 
technology this consequential. 

    र   न                न      प      न        र       प         ए    पन  पर  र         
            

 Project Glasswing was designed to put defenders ahead of attackers. 

Project Glasswing           र            र         र न      
 But if the guardrails can be bypassed by a Discord group with a contractor‟s login and a good 

guess about a URL, the cure may be running on the same fragile infrastructure as the 
disease. 

    न       र    प       ए  Discord         र ,       र        न और URL     न   न    प र 
               ,         न            र       पर     र                 पर           र  

    

GS Paper IV: Ethics 27 April  2026 
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27A Radio exercise tradition, one face of Japan‘s longevity 
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27A. Radio exercise tradition, one face of 
Japan‘s longevity 

    ड                ,                     ए       

 This is how Japan wakes up. 

        र                        
 It‟s called Radio Taiso — Exercise Radio — a 

simple yet dynamic way to start the day. 

        ड         — ए           ड               —   न    
       रन     ए   र      न         र     

 Japanese radio plays music every morning at 
6.30 to accompany basic instructions for calisthenics, and 

millions perform in the choreography: in parks, 
workplaces, schools — and at home. 

   प न  र       र      6.30                         

        न         न      न                         , और 
               र          प   ,         ,       — और 
 र पर  र       

 Radio Taiso has an almost 100-year history, 
formally introduced in 1928 and coinciding with the 
enthronement of Emperor Hirohito. 

    ड                 100                 ,      औप   र  

 प    1928                    और                     
र                              

 The tradition endures because the exercises are 
suitable for all ages and capabilities, and easily 
accessible. 

    पर पर      ए                                 और 
    ओ       ए  प        और    न              

 We‟re talking about basic exercise movements: 

reach to the sky to limber up, twist at the torso, bend at 
the hips, swing the arms and get the shoulders loose, or 
jump or run in place. 

                                      र र     :  र र    
      रन       ए  पर    ओर        न ,          न ,       पर    न ,             न  और         
      रन ,        पर    न        न   

 Exercisers can make it as strenuous as they wish, and it‟s over in just 10 minutes, all done 

to the rhythm of a soft piano melody. 

         रन            पन           न   र       न         , और         10            प       
       ,    ए        प  न    न        पर               

 The routine features a trio of three-minute segments that get slightly more difficult — but not 

much. 

      न           -                                            न              —     न      

      न     
 Most Radio Taiso followers know the sequences by heart. 

            ड          न       न                न       
 Each movement is repeated four to eight times with instructions throughout to relax, 

breathe, and inhale and exhale slowly. 
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                                   र           , और         र    रन ,        न , और   र -  र  
    -       रन      न      ए          

 Kenji Iguchi is 83 — he‟d pass for 60 — and he‟s been a regular for about 20 years. 

             83           —     न    60            — और         20         न      प       

 र     र       
 “It‟s for my joints, mainly the knees and back, because of my age,” he said. 

     न     , “     र            ए   ,       प       न  और प        ए,   र          र  ” 
 Japan has one of the longest-lived populations on Earth, and this ritual is credited for 

promoting physical and social well-being. 

          न                                              ए    , और    पर पर       र  र  और 
                         न                       

 The average life expectancy here is about 85, and only Hong Kong is reported to be slightly 

higher. 

      औ                    85       , और                                          
 By comparison, the United States life expectancy is about 79. 

    न    ,                           न             79         

 
 


